
CHAPTER XXIU. 

CORSE AND CRAIGIEVAR. 

THE next cadet family of the Lord .Forbes' stock , from another younger 
son of the 2nd Lord, was that of Corse. There is a Charter , granted by 
King James III. to Patrick Forbes, brother-gcrman to William, 3rd Lord 
Forbes, of the Barony of O'Neil and Corse, dated at Edinburgh t he 17th clay 
of December, 1476. 

I. Patrick Forbes of Caul and rst of Corse and Kincra.igy was Laird of 
the .Barony of O'Neil ancl a rmour-b arer to James III. 1 

" Tn r.179-\Villi am, 3rd Lord Forbes, granted to Patrick Forbes of Corse, his 
brother- five mcrks annually, being the blanch mail due to the said Lord 
Forbes out of the lands of Quhytseddil in the Barony of. Kcrry1nuir, Sberiffclom 
of Angus, for 28 years, in consideration of the said Patrick having paid to 
umquhile Archiba ld Earl of Angus seven score marks for com.position and new 
infeftment obtaining to umquhile J am es Lord Forbes, father of the s;iid \ Villiam . 
The lands being in the E:ing's hands for 45 years by reason of non-entry. 
" Witi1esses. signed 
"]hone Forbes in Culquharie. Pattricius forbes of corse. 
" . \lee. Forbes. 
" Gilbert Stew in ,rnd ?lfaister Alex. iorbes." 

II. Patrick had one son, David (" trail the axe"), who succeeded him 
(but is sometimes described as his "natural" son), \\"ho married Elizabeth, 
sist.er of Mr. Patrick P anter of :Ncwmanswells, near 1v1ontrosc, Abbot of 
Cambuskenneth; by her he had one son. 

III. Patrick Forbes, 3rd of Care, "Lessee of O':\"eil in 1546," married 
Marj ory, daughter o[ Robert Lttmsd n o[ Cushnie, and had four sons and 
fo·e clanr,hters :-

(1 l \Villiam, his heir ; (2) Patrick of Bitlrnie, ,vho married Elizabeth, 
<laughter of Duncan Forbes of Cults, and had an elder son, Duncan, and a 
grandson, George, who died s.jJ. 16,1.9 ; also a second son, "\i\iil!iam Forbes of 

1 "F intrn.y was received later, a;; on December 25th, 157,1, the r · is a sasinc granted 
by William, 7th Lord :rorbes, in favour of his second son "\\'illiarn, of the lands of Fintray. 
(Fi11trny C lwr!cl' s. ) And in 1580 an obligation for ro,ooo crowns in goltl by tl1c same 
Lord Forbes, to ·· my beloved son Robert, Commencl~1tor of :\lonymw;k, sec ured on the 
la 111ls of Tullreoch." (l/Jid.) 
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Tilliegreig, parson of ;\lorllach. There w ' re a lso (3) i\lr. J Im, o.s.j> ., and 
(4) ;\fr. Arthur, who liad c1 daughter m:u-ri ccl lo Mr. Wil li am Forbes, mi nister 
of Fraserhurgh in , Grti.1 The five daughrcr.s tmuriecl resp cl ively : 
(r) G:Lrioch of Kinstair; (2) Irvine of Bcltie; (3) Walter Curror of Inch
drcwer; (4) Walter Barclay of :Ururndelgie; (5) th e youngest, E li z:tb · lb, 
married William Leith of Wh iteha11gl1. h1trick died before 1582. 

IV. William , the ,1th Laird, succeeded r568, marri d Eli zabeth, 
daughter of J ohn St rach,111 of Thornton,2 by whom he hacl seven so ns and 
:five daughters:-

(r) PrLtrick, B ishop of Aberdeen, his heir, a n opponent of the CO\·en,,nt 
and supporter of the five .-\rl.icles o f P erth. 

" the Right ·l\cverencl and worthy Patrick Forbes of Corse Lord Bishop of 
Aberd een, a Star of tbe first magnitude in the church-for his rare piety a nd 
J reat parts and his powerful a nd persuasive gift of preaching 
"And his son Dr. J ohn Forbes of Corse, professor of Divinity in the King's 
College of Aberdeen, whose memory is famous in the republ ic of letters for his 
profound learning and skill in church hi tory and the fathers-who made one of 
t he company of those eminent doctors and professors of Aberdeen who firmly 
stood their ground an<l contin ued resolute to the du ty and a llegi.ance they owed 
to their prince even to t he last, a11d most successfully manadged that famous 
debate they bad with those Presby terian ministers who ,verc looked upon as the 
ab lest scho lars of their persuasion and the m a in pi llars a nd supporters of the 
Covenant, t o so great advantage as did not a little ne ttle the whole pai-ty . These 
two we may justly reckon as confess rs for loya lty and Episcopacy." (11!S. 
History of the Forbes Family.) 

The famous cliar:-, of Dr. J oh n F orbes , ofr en qnolcd, but never printed, 
is s till at Finlray; iL dates rrom 1621 l o r(147. 

He wns cclcbrntcd not only for bis le;irning bul. for his deep piety and 
humility, and \1·as driven from his Chair in Aberdeen, and also from hi· 
house , by the ult ra Calvinist. ancl Covenanters , who appoinled i.n hi - p lace 
Mr. A.nclrew Cant. 

(2) \.Villiarn., a mcrcham, aftenn1rds of Crai::1ievar (see page 318). 
(3) Mr. J ohn, r568-r63--1 , minister at Alford and then at D elft, in Holland. 

He was banished from Scotl ,u1cl for his religious opinions, and he and his 
brother A.rthur, in Swed ish service, stayed first at l\'Jiddlcburg. Two of his 
sons became colonels in the Dutch service, and one a Bishop. 

(4) Captain Alex<mcler, o.s.p. (5) J ,Lmes of Knockandoch, married iHary 
Balfom, and had six sons and one daughter, of whose issue there is no record 
save one son, Robert. 

(6) Sir Arthur, whence the Earls Granard (see µage 329) ; (7) Robert, 
o.s .jJ.; (r) }fa.rgaret, married H enry Forbes of Thains ton; (z) Agnes, married 
:\ ugust nth, IS 9, R obert Forbes, Prior of :Monymusk. }laniage Contract 

1 \Villiam Forbes bad a son Arthur, also minister of Frascrburgh. 
' T he initials '''.F. and E.S. and d a te r581 are o n t he Cas tle. 
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al Fin tray. She was invested in her pure virginilie in the land: ofTu llyriach. 
Patrick, t he future bishop, ,vas a witness. (Fintra:y Charters.) 

(3) --, who manied John Farquhar of Norham; (4) Elizabeth, married 
Duncan Forbes of Camphill; and (5) l'vfary, who married Alexander Ogilvie 
of ?-1:ilndavie. 

\~7illiam acq uired Wester Corse and Norham and built the cas tle in 158,~; 
he died 1598 and was succeeded by his eldest son . 

V. Patrick Forbes of Corse, born 1564, the famous Bishop of Aberdeen, 
had a charter from Earl of 1\.far, 1621. He married Lucrece Spence, daughter 
of the Laird of \Vormesl.on, bv whom he had 

(r) William, who predeceased his fat l1 er before 1035 . He married 
Elizaheth , Laclv Sinclai r, a daugh ter of t he Lain! of Foveran, in 1614, but 
h,1cl no issue; (2) ::VIr. John, rector, Professor of Divinity in Old Aberdeen, 
who succeeded ; (3) Robert, maITied and had issue : one daughter, married 
the Laird of K instair ; Agnes, who married Alexm1cler Irv ine of Lenturk. 

The bishop died }larch 28th, r635, having been [or some time paralysed. 
H is tomb is in the ruined transept of St . :?lfachar's Cathedral. 

The followin g is the acco11nt of Patrick Forbe. of Corse from B ishop 
Keith's Scott-isl: Bishojis :-

" For a good space he refused to enter into holy orders, but at last w hen he 
w;Ls 4S years old, anuo 1612, he ·was prevailed upon . A very singular accident 
ha-,ing intervened which made him then y ield, namely the earnest obstestation 
of a religious min ister in t he neighbourhood , who in a fit of melancholy bad 
stabbed himself, b u t survived to lament hi s error. Forbes continued pastor of 
I<:eith, "·here the above m isfortune had fo llen out, until 1618 when he was 
unanimously elected Bishop of Aber deen w ith t he concurrent voice of all ranks 
and the recommendation of the Kiner. He died much regretted 28 of l\Iarch 
beinf! Easter Even in the year r635 aged 7r and was interred in the South 
_:\i:lc of h is Cathedral. " 

There are portra its of the bishop at Craigievar and at ::Vfarischal College. 
\-'I. Dr. Jolm Forbes, born 1593, the Bishop'.: second on, Professor 

of Divinity, King's College, Aberdeen, had been educated by his uncle John 
in Holland, and married a Dutch lady f the romantic rnune of Soot e R ose
boom (Sweet Rose Tree), who died 19th .January, 1640 ; they had five sons 
and four daughters, but only one son, George, survived . Dr. J olm received 
a ch:1rler of Fintray as second son of Patrick of Corse, Ii'ebruary 3rd , 1618. 
His second wife was J anet Turing, who, in 1654, is described as " Dowager 
or Corse." After his depo: iiion by the Covenanter;; -frnm Aberdeen, he 
sailed for Campvere in r644 but returned one year later and died at Corse 
in 1648. His diarv has already been mentioned. 

\111. Georgl!, ith of Corse, serYed heir to his fat her June 20th, 1649, 
married Elizabeth Kennedy o( Kcrmncks, and had a son , \Villiam, who 
died young, and lhree daughters, Elizabeth , i\lary, and Henrietta. George 
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was tl1c las t Laird of tl1c original family of Corse, as h e sold par t of the 
est a te in 1656 t o Dugui cl o f Au chinhove , ancl t he rem ainder in I6 i o to his 
second cousin , Sir J ohn 1'orbrs r Crnig ievar. \Vha t h e sold t o Francis 
D uguid was that part of O 'Neil Corse in Lump ha na n, including E,L5tern 
and W est ern K in craigic, l{ nowheacl and B ogloch. 

"On 3 .iVfarch r68r , George Forbes complained of being forcibly deprived of 
lands etc. (properly adjudged to h im) in 1670 by William Mowa t, son of <lcc•1. 
Magnus Mowat, sometime of Balqubollie, who assaulted him in the house of W m. 
:\folclrum in Tuniff, at n ight . Pmbes had obtai.oed Balquhollic for pciyment of 
de bts contracted by him as ca11tioncr for late Balquhollie . T hen in April .r6 o 
V/rn. l\fowat and otbcrs ' came by night to the house of ]3alq uhollie, wherein 
were "\Villiam. rorhes, the complainer 's s011, and scrvan ts, a nd having lain about 
t he house a ll that night , they, in tbe morning before sunrise, invaded the same 
and seised his son in bed and t hreatened him wit h dn twn swords and bent pistols, 
swearing they would ri dle him, if he clid not q ui t the possession a nd goe out off 
t he house, and also s1;izcd E lizabeth Barclay (a serva nt) in bed and took the 
keys of t he house from her and broke up t he doors of t he m oms of which sh had 
uot t he keys, and particularly the complainers own closet where the writs of the 
lands of Balq uho llic and h is own c. tate of Corse were, many whereof are un
registered papers and having seized thereupon, t hey detain and keep the bouse, 
as a garrison wit h a rmed men, gumtls and sentries ; a nd have also broken open 
the girn ells a nd barns and seisecl t he whole mea l and cor n, a nd int romittecl with 
otber ut · nsils about the house, conforms to a par ticular inventory and t he said 
\Vi.llia m M.owat is dispossessing tenants a nd giving t acks t o such of his accom 
plices as were most active with h im in t he riot.' " (P l'ivy Council R ec01·ds .) 

" On 6th Apri.l I68r t here was a iurther Supplication by George Forbes. 
" It appears t hat he and "\V ill iam Mowat agreed t o ' a compt a nd reckoning 

in p resence of friends . Bu t George Forbes cannot attend wit bon t a protection, 
after which he hopes to :;atis[y creditors, as he has a lready d isponed his est at e to 
Sir J ohn Forbes of CraigieYar. ' He was granted a protection and the Council 
order t hat George Forbes be ' repossessed ' of Balq uhollie ." 

\V hen George Forbes was served heir to bis father, D r. J ohn, in 1649, lhe 
witnesses were 

" Capt. J. Forbes of l'oulis. 
" \V. Forbes of 'orsinclae. 
"Alex. For bes o( Auchintoul." 

Co lonel George Forbes. 
Robert Forbes of ]{11 bi;;la\l". 

(Fi11tray Chal'lers.) 

T he ILrst rnclct fam ily of Corse was lhat of Cra igicv,u·. 1 

[. The im mediate younger brother of Bishop Pat.rick of Corse wa · '' ".\-lerchan t 
\Villie" of D,tntzig. So success(11J was he in his merchant ventures t hal he 
was ab le lo b uy rirst the small estate of i.\'lenie and then t he m ore ambitious 
one of Craigicvar, which he purchased from the old famil y of Mor t imer , who 
Imel h eld it for cer,turics. They came from E ng land an d \\'er e of ::.rorman
F rcnc h or igin. 2 A charter, now at Fin tray, shows J a mes i\.lortimcr mak ing 

1 Tl1e p resent fami ly of Corse is ,1 cadet nf Craigicv:,r. 
"Edward l\ [o r timcr had. in J ,t5i, a fresh ch artc-r of the lands of Craigit.:var, 1:lall<:ndcn, 

J 11 n ystc irc and "\\'ester Loch a n . 
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I 
P atrick, 

Bishop of 
Aberdeen. 

CORSE AND CRAIG /El' .1IR 

Xo. -~. FA~!lLY OF CORSE AND CR,\lGlEV,\H . 

James, 2nd Lord Forbes . 
I 

W illiam , '3nl Lord . D uncan of Corsindac , 
whence i\fonym usk. 

"i 
P atrick of O'Neil a nd Corse. 

I 
"\Vill ia.m of 
Mcnie a.nd 
Craigieva r, 
d. 1627, m. 

::vrargarct l dw,Ll'(I. 

I 
Joltn , 

.i\-linistcr 
at Delft. 

I 
David ' ' Trail t be Axe." 

I 
Patrick, m. M . L umsden . 

I 
I I 

Will iam Forbes o( Patrick of Bithni c . 
Corse , m. E liza
beth Strac han . 

I 
I I I 

Robert . Alexamlcr. J arncs. 
I 

. .\rthur, 
\\·li cncc Lord 

Granard 
(seep. 329). 

\ _________ -----, ____________ _ 
I 

Will iam. John ,'D.D., 
I 

Robert . 
I I 

Sir Wi lliam, 1st 13art., Robert, Tuto r of 
I 

J ohn. 
m. Soote 

Roseboom . 
m . Bathia Murray , Craigicvar 

I 
d. 16.18. (sec p. 325) . 

I 
George, 

sold Corse. 
Sir John, 2nd Bart. , r636-1703 (for 

complete fami ly sec next tree below), 
m. Margaret Youug . 

I 
Si r William, 3rd, 1660-1709, 

m. Marg,u-et Rose of 
Kilravock. 

I 

I 
Patrick 

of Fowlis 
(sec p . 322). 

Si r Arthur, 4th , 1709-1773, 
t1z. r. Christia n Ross . 

. , ?l'iargarct Strachan. 
I 

I 

I 
I 

Rober t of 
Lcarney 

(see p. 325). 

I 

I 
Arthur of 
Scb ivas 

(sec p . 328). 

I 
Arthu r Sir W ill iam, 5th , 1755-1S16. 

111. t he Hou. Sarah Sempill. 
D un can 

(sec p. 326) . (see p. 323). 
I 

I 
Sir Arthur, 6th , 

unmarried, 
17S4-1816. 

I 

I 
Sir J ohn , 7th , 

m. Bon. Charlotlr 
Forbes, 1785- rS.1 6. 

I 

i 
iVi ll iam, 

R.N. 

i 
H ugh 

(sec p . 323) . 

I 

I I I I 
Francis , 
John, 

Alexander, 
Charles. 

Sir Wi lliam, 8th , n1. 3 times, Jam es Ochoncar of Corse, 
,tfterwa rds l.ord Scmpi ll (sec p . 3::?,f). 

I 
111. Harriet Ha ll. 

I 
James Ochouc,u·, John, Lord Scmpill, 

111. Gwendolen l~rodgcrs . 

I 
/.1 . 18(,7 , 111. No\ab Abcrcromby. 

William, 19t h Lord Sempil l, 
111. Eileen, Lavery . 

-1-1 
Anne. J une. 

f 

I I 
Patrick , ·ou\·id . 
b. l 91 ,, . Ii. 19 1 7. 



THE IJOUSE OF FORBES 

over the es tate in 1600 to J olm of t he same name, and in r6ro John Mortimer 
gave sasine to \Villiam .Forbes of i\lenie on the state. A curious old account 
states that 
" T he i\fortimers had begun to build the Castle of Craigie\·ar in the Flemish style 
but had no money to finish it. They sold it to Merchant WiUie of Dantzig, a 
cadet of Corse, who completed the Castle in 1626 and plastered it very curiously . 
His son and. successor, vViUi a m, ,vas made a baronet of Kova Scotia in 1630, one 
of the conditions of these baronetcies being t hc1.t the holder should have an 
ancestor who lrnd borne coat ctrmour and had himsel( a landed estate of £1000 

a year. Grants of Janel in Nov,. Scotia t o be known by tbe name of the original 
estate accompanied a ll t he early baronetcies (though they were rarely made use 
of) and considerable foes were paid to the Crown." 

"Merchant \Villic" married, in r603, :.\:Ia.rgaret, d·wghtcr o[ lhc Provost 
of Edinburgh . (Her snrnarnc is usually given as Eclward, but the marri,1ge 
conlract , at Fin tray, has the form Udward .) 

T he following accoun t o[ \Vill iam's early st ruggles is from Heuderson's 
Epilnphs . 

" ' Merchant \Villie' who became so successful tbat he grew into a landed pro
prietor, had a hard strugn-le in his earlier years, but by bis energy and p ersistence 
he succeeded in the end. H is fina l chance was entirely du e to the kindness of 
bis brother, the saintly b ishop of :\ berdeen. More than once iu bis cai;eer VVillie 
had borrowed money from th is kine! brother and a lways lost it, tiJl a t length the 
Bishop said be conlcl lend no more. \-Villiam however begged hard for the loan 
of oiw more thousand merks, prom ising this time to provide a bond of security . 
The) Bishop agreed and William came for tbe money, but upon being asked who 
was t11e Guarantor, said the only one he cou ld give was ' God Almighty.' ' \VeJI, 
brother,' a id the B ishop, ' He is not to be rejected . It is the first time such a 
security has been offered m e, but may God Almighty, your Bondman, prosper 
you.' This appears t o have been the turning f.ioint in \Vi!Liam's career, from 
thence onward he no longer lost, but ma de money and was able eventually to 
buy several estates and to marry the daughter of the provost of Edinburgh." 

Jn 1617 William Forbes, still designed " of Menie," and William Forbes, 
hb ~on, as well as R obert :Forbes, his ·econd son, had a charter from John, 
Ear l of l\far, H .M. Treasurer, of" Christiskirk, now Kennethmont," witnessed 
by .Ja mes, Earl of Hamilton and Arran, Georg , E arl ilfarischa.1, and Thomas, 
Lord Binning.1 H e di din 1627, leaving fou r sons and three daughters . 

1. \:ViJham, his heir. 
2 . Robert , variously described. as of Newtown? Disblair, Asloun, and 

J.uclquharn ; afterward- the tutor of Craigieva.r. He was also heritable 
propriet r of the lan ds of Over and Nelher Sinna harcl, and of the I-fanghs of 

1 Fin/ray Charier.<. 
~ He bo 11 ght up the dcbls and mortgages on t he estates of the Royalist, George 

Gordon of Kewto n, whose father, J a mes Gordon , had been taken prisoner by the 
Covcnanters at Str:i.thbogic in 16-1+ ;111d bchended at: Edinbtu·gh. 
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Drummallac11ie, lbe sasine being cit Fintray. In the year 1662 he complains 
of illegal intrusion by various Gordons. H e, " with vVi lJiam E rskine of 
I>ittoclrie, his tut ors and curators, and Alexr. Lindsc1y of Mec1nie , were infeft 
in th lands of Newtown for many years wit h consent of J ames Gordon , 
sometime heritor thereof. But said J ames Gordon, George Gordon of 
Shellagreen, George, Alex:r., and H en. Gordon, his sons, J ohn Gordon of 
Newrain and others, all armed, seiz,ed the house of Ne-.,vtown, despoiled it 
and rendered it uninha.bitable." (Pri11y Co1mcil R ecoi'ds.) 

3. The t hird son was J\fr. J ohn, parson of Kincardine, who married 
Agnes Duguid of Auchinhove in 1655. By t he contract of marriage, still 
at F intray, Rober t, t utor of Craigievar, gave 1000 merks. Of this marriage 
there were five daugh ters, of whom:-

(r) E liiabeth married \Villiam r-orbes of Camphill ; (2) 1fargaret 
married his brother, Ivlr. J ohn Forbes, professor of Divinity in King's College, 
Aberdeen , and t his couple had "a contract of the lands of \Vester Corse" 
from 11argaret 's grandfather, Duguid of Aucbinhove, July 17th, 1663 ; 
(3) Agnes married John Forbes of Tillicfourie ; (4) Ba.thia, and (5) Nicola. 

+ The fourth son, James, married a sister of Burnet t of Cowcardie and 
had several sons. 

Merchant vVillie had also three daughters :-
E lspeth , married Kennedy of K.ermucks ; Bar bara, married Sir Andrew 

Skene of Halyards ; Janet , rnarriecl Sir J ohn Strachan of Thorn ton . 
He died in 1627. 
II. William, the eldest son, was se rved heir to his fa ther , 1via.rch 24th, 

1629, and was created a baronet on April 30th, 1630. A curious note on 
this was written by an ardent Royalist :-

" Sir 'William, 1st Bart. of Craigieva.r, was created by Charles I. for b is 
loyalty, b nt still we fin d him on the side of th e P arliament dur ing t he Tro ubles." 

In 1635 he married Bathia, second daughter of Sir Archibald Murray of 
Blackbarony, by whom he had two sons and thr ee daughters. Sir Jolm , 
his heir ; 'William, o.s.p . ; Margaret, manied lYlr. J ohn lVIenzies, Professor 
of Divinity in Marischal College ; AnmL, married R obert Peti-ie of Port
lethen, Provost of Aberdeen ; and a t hird , name unknown. 

William Forbes of Craigievar raised a t roop of horse for the Covenanters 
in 16-1-7. The whole troop was taken prisoner by Patrick Leith of H arthiU 
and his friends, who then used the horses to mount themselves, and Mont rose 
was greatly pleased by the exploit. Young Leith was shortly afterwards 
taken prisoner, and was beheaded in Edinburgh, with the i\farquis of Huntly , 
October 20th, 1647. 

William Forbes died between June rgth ,tnd September 13th, 1648, and 
was succeeded by his eldest son, John, who was under 12 years, as a. t utor 
was appointed in the person of his uncle Robert. 
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Sir Willia.m's widow married, secondly, in 1649, Alexander Forbes of 
Tolquhon, an ardent Royalis t. 

III. Sir John Forbes of ·raigicvar (" Reel Sir John'') n arricd, in 1659, 
:tt Crichie (contract at Fin tray, dated J unc 25th), :Margaret, daughter of 
Peter Young of Seaton, afterwards of Auldbar. Among the witnesses were 
Arthur Forbes of Echt , Archibald Murray, grandfather of the bridegroom, 
and Robert Forbes of Disblair, his uncle . They had nine so11s and four 
daughters: 

(r) Sir \Villiam, 3rd Baronet ; (2) Patrick or Peter of Balfour, and 
afterwards of Fowlis, which he got with his wife, :Margaret. The marriage 
contract is at Fintray. "At Craigievar on 19 July 1683 Peter Forbes, 
2nd son of Sir J ohn Forbes of Craigievar, was married to Margaret Forbes, 
first daughter to Lt. Col. James F. of Foulis,1. with the consent of ·William 
Lord Forbes, William the Master of Forbes, \Vrn. Forbes of Campbill and 
John F. Yr. of do. " The couple had seventeen children . 

(3) Robert, who became Sir Robert of Leamey and .Aucbi.nhove, an 
advocate (sec page 325). (4) Arthur of Schivas, vV.S. (see page 328). 
(5) Francis, born August 7th, 1673, became a c,Lptain in the Swedish 
service, and in 1719 Sheriff-Depute of Aberdeen, and had issue. 

(6 and 7) John, born May r gth, 1675, died young; and another, John 
of Kincardine , who married a daughter of Farquharson of lnverey. (8} 
Alexander, born ]lily 26th, r679. (9) Charles, born }lay 29th, 1683. 

The daughters were:-
r. Bathia, married Alexander Garden of Troup in r686, and had issue : 

t hree sons and three daughters. 2. Isobel, born January 3rd, 167r. 3. Mary, 
born October 24th, r6So, married on April 20th , 1699 (1) John Ramsay of 
Laithers, in Gamrie; and (2) James Buchan of Auchrnacoy, by \vhom sbe 
had one son and three daughters . She died 1764- 4. Margaret, born 1684, 
married in 1703 (r) David Lumsden of Cuslmie. He died 17rS : had one 
daughter. (2) in 1719, Thomas Forbes, yr. of E cht. 

Sir John died in 1703. 
IV. Sir \Villiam Forbes, born 1660, married 1684, as \Villiam Forbes 

yr. of Craigievar, Margaret, eldest daughter of Hugh Rose of Kilravock 
(and i\fargaret Innes of Innes) and had seven sons and two daughters. The 
maniage contract is at Fintray, Alex. Forbes of Foveran being one of the 
witnesses. 

(1) John, born Ap1il 19th, 1693, died before 1709. (2) Hugh, born Aurrust 
29th, 1695, married, 17r6, Lady Janet Ogilvie, daughter of 4th Earl of Sca
field, predeceased his father without issue. (Lady Janet afterwards man-ied 

1 Capta in J ames l~orbes of Fowlis :llowat, which he bought for I.f,ooo :\'!k$. Scots 
(nDcler £750 sterling) .in r635, was son of Robert Forbes of :rvionymusk. His daughter 
and heir, with the consen t of her husband, Peter F orbes , second s0 11 of Sir J ohn of 
Craigicvar, sold the lands to Si ,· J ohn in 1696 ancl tiler have e ver s ince been part of the 
Craigie\·~r estate. 
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\Villiam, Lord Braco and 1st Lord Fife). (3) Robert , (4) Willia m, and (5) Peter, 
,Lil predeceased their father, without issue. (6) Arthur, 4th Baronet. (7) Alex
ander, major in tile army, died without issue in the unfortunate expedition 
against Port L'Oricnt, 1746, under General Sinclair. Margaret, died young. 
Elizabeth, born 1690, married, 1709, James Bumelt of Monbocldo, and her 
eldest son was the famous Lord I\Ionboclclo, born r714, died 1799. 

Sir \Villiarn died r725 and was succeeded by his sixth son. 
V. Sir Arthnr Forbes, born, 1709, married (1) 17~9, hristian, eldest 

daughter of J ohn Ross of Arnage, Provost of Aberdeen, and had two 
daughters: J ean, born 1730, married, 1749, John Forbes of Culloden ; 
E lizabeth , horn 1731, matTiecl , r756, Robert Leith of Overhail . 

Sir Arthur married, secondl y, in 1750, M.argaret Stra.chan of Balgall, 
relict of John Burnett of Elrick, an cl had five sons and four daughters:-

(r) George, born 1751, died young. (2) William, born 1755, 5th Baronet_ 
(3) Duncan of Thainston, which estate his father bought fo r him, married 
Catherine Fraser of Frn.serfield and became Forbes-ivlitchell. (See page 326.). 
(4) John, born 175S, died unmarried. (5) .-\.r t lrnr, Lieut.-Colonel 32nd 
Regiment, m;i.rried Isa bell,l i\Iacleocl. (. ee page 32 5.) 

(1) J ean, married John Forbes VI. of Culloden. (2) Elizabeth, married 
Leit il of Overhall. (3) Margaret, born 1752, married Peter Scott of Rossie, 
and had issue. (4) Mitchell , born 1762, married Shaw of Quebec . 

ir Arthur was for several ye,u-s 1.he Rector of Marischa.l College, also 
i\LP. for the county. H e died at Fintray, Januar~, rst , 1773- his widow 
died 1778. 

VI. Sir William, 5th Baronet, born ;\fay 17th, 1755 ; married, 1780, 
the Hon. Sarah, eldest daughter of J ohn , 13th Lord Sempill, and by her, 
who died 1799, he had four sons and seven daughters :-

(1) Arthur, born 1784, who succeeded as 6th Baronet. (2) J olrn of 
O'Neil Corse, born 1785 , 7th Baronet. (3) William, born 1793, Lieut. R.N., 
died unmarried. (+) Hugh, married Agnes I\Iorgan and had two sons, 
William, who married Letitia Duvivier and had a son, Edgar, born r868 ; 
and Arthur, married Anne Lawrence and hacl two daughters; a lso Janet, 
married Louis Gustave Clery, and Agnes, maniecl Victor Carnus. 

(1) J anet, born r7 'r, married, 1814, her cousin-german, Alex. Forbes, 
merchant in Aberdeen. (2) }fargaret, born I-782, married , 1804, Robert 
Wallace of Kelly, }I.P. (3) Sarah, born 1786, married R ev. Dr. Roberts. 
(+) Elizabeth, born 1789, married Rev. Christopher ape!, of Pusbury 
House, Gloucester . (5) Catherine Ann, born 1790, married John Gordon 
of Cairnbulg, and had issue five sons and three daughters. (6) Marie Mitchell, 
born 1792, married (1) Rev. '0/. H. Pryce, and (2) -- Ward. (7) Jane, 
born r795, married the Rev. Wil liam Carpenter of Liverpool. 

.·i r Wi lliam cliec1 at Cheltenham , February r6ih, 1816. 
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VII. Sir Arthur, born }larch 21:>th, r784, sometime an officer in the 
7th Hussars, died at Boulogne, unmarried, February 28th, r823, and was 
succeeded by his brother. 

VIII. Sir John, 7th Ba.ronet, born July 2nd, r785, a judge in the H.E.I. 
Co.'s Service, married, r825, the Hon . Charlotte Elizabeth, second daughter 
of James, rSth Lord Forbes, and had two sons and six daughters:-

(r) William, 8th Baronet, an l r7th Lord Sempill. 
(2 ) James Ochoncar, born xS37, of Corse. He married H arriet Hall and 

had two sons, John ·walter and James Oclloncar, no,v of Corse, who married 
Norah Abercromby, a nd has two sons-Patrick, born x9x4, and David, 
horn x9r7. 

(x) E lizabeth, married Robert Grant of Druminnor. (2) Sarah, married 
Duncan Forbes ::\'Iitchell. (See page 326 .) (3) Charlotte Frances, and 
(4) Jm1et Marjory, died unmarried, r8.i7. (5) Caroline Ann, married the 
Rev. F. W. Robberds. (6) Margaret, died in infancy, 1834-

Sir John died at Fintray, February x6th, x846, and was succeeded by 
his son. 

IX. Sir vVilliam , 8th Baronet, born r836, ma.rried (x) r858, Caroline 
Louisa, daughter of ir Char les Fo1·bes of Newe, by whom he had a daughter, 
Katherine, married George .Muirhead. He manied, secondly, x862, Frances 
Emily, daughter of Sir George Abercrornby of Forglen, by whom he had 
five sons and lwo daughters:-

(1) J ohn, born r 63; died, February 28th, r934, r8th Baron Sempill. 
(2) Douglas, born x865 , killed in action in Ind ia, r908; (3) W'illiam, born 
1866, died x867. (4) Robert, born r870, 5th Gordon Highlanders, killed 
in a tion, r915. (5) Lionel Ochoncar, Rear Admiral, born 1877, married 
(r) ?vluriel Spencer; (2) Helen Alien, a daughter, J anet; (3) l\fary C1mnock, 
of the U.S.A., and has one son, John Alexander Cumnock, born 1927. 

(x) Evelyn, born r868; rnarri d D. V. Pirie in r89,~ and died x934. 
(2) Gertrude, born 1872 . 

In r884 Sir \Villiam Forbes, 8th Baroncl, succeeded his cousin, r6th 
Baroness Sempill, as r7th Lord Sempi ll, and the family is now Forbes
Sempill. In x8go he married, thirdly, Mary Beresford Sherbrooke, without 
further issue and died in 1905, being succeeded by h.is son J olm, as roth 
Lair 1 of Craigievar. 

X. John, the x8th Baron Sempill, married 1892, Gwendolen Prodgers, 
and had one son cUl l t br e cl::rnghtcrs. He died in r934. 

William, born 1893, married rgrg, Eileen, daughter of Sir John Lavery , 
who died r935, and hns Anne Moira, born r920; June Mary, born r922. 

Gwendolen Janet, born x8g8, died x9ro. ::\fargaret, born r905. 
Elisabeth, born r9x2 . 

XL Vi'illiam, xgth Baron S mpill, succeeded in r934. 



CORSE AND CRAJGIE VAR 

CADETS OF CRAIGIEVAR. 

FORBES 01• NEWTO:N AND LUDQUHAR::-S. 

Rober t Forbes. second son of ":Merchant vVillie," Ist of Craigievar, is 
variously designed as of Newton, Disblair (which he only held for 7 years), 
and Ludquharn. He \.Vas tutor to his young nephew, the 2nd Baronet, 
who succeeded his father in 164.8. 

Robert married :Margaret , daughter of Alexander Lindsay of Meanie 
and \ Villiamston, and had a son \Villiam , who succeeded, and a daughter 
i\fargaret, who married Thomas Fraser 0£ Cairnbulg, son of Lord Fraser. 

William Forbes was served heir to his father Rober t on October I st , 
1686. H e married (r) Anne, daughter of Sir R obert Arbuthnot, and (2) Mary, 
daughter of Alexander Forbes of Boyndlie. He sold Newton to Alexander 
Davidson and Ludquharn to Alexander Forbes of Torhendry. :Matthew 
Lumsden states that Alexander Forbes of Torbendry bought the est ate of 
Ludquham direct from the bankrupt K eith, Laird of Ludquha..rn, but 
apparently Forbes of Newton J1ad previously advanced money upon it. 

For William Forbes' son by Marv F orbes of Bo:yndlie, see page 358. 

FORBES OF LEAR.NEY. 

Sir Robert of Learney, third son of Sir John, 2nd Baronet of Craigievar, 
born 1667, acquired the lands of Learney and others, and practised as an 
advocate in Edinburgh. In 1696 he was Laird of Birsemoir and in 1704 
had a charter from Robert Duguid of the lands of Auchinhove, but about 
these there was some trouble, as on February 15th , 1712, the Earl of Aberdeen 
obtained a decreet of adjudication against Robert Duguicl and Sir Robert 
Forbes, assigning the estate to himself. 

Sir Robert married Margaret, daughter of Sir J ames E lphinstone, of 
Logie . 

FORBES-GORDON OF RAY.NE. 

Lieut.-Colonel Arthur Forbes, 32nd Regiment, fifth son of Arthur, 4th 
Baronet of Craigievar, born 1760, died 1850, married Isabella, daughter of 
Principal :lvfacleod of Aberdeen, and had issue one son and three daughters, 
who survived. 

I. Arthur Forbes-Gordon of Rayne, \V.S., born 1806, married Charlotte, 
daughter of Col. William Balfour, and had t hree sons and a daughter. 

Arthur Ne,vton, 2nd of Rayne, born 1844, Lieutenant, 79th Regiment 
Ca.meron Highlanders. 

vVill iam Balfour, R..N., born 1845, married H elen , daughter of Captain 
Walter Persse, and had issue : Arthur, born 1892, and H elen, 
born 1894-

John Whetham, born 1849, ,vent to Californ ia. 
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Charlotte Susan, married, 1S77, Jolm Burnett of Kenmay, and had issue. 
The three daughters of Colonel Arthur Forbes, and sisters of Arthur, 

W.S., were-
Isabella, who married (r) Beauchamp Newton, and (z), J ames Kearney; 

Christina and Georgina, who lived long in Florence. 
II. \.rthur Newton Forbes-Gordon, 2nd of Ray:ne, born r844, married 

1872, fo:st, Christian, daughter of James Dalrymple of Langlee , who died 
r873 leaving one son, Arthur Dalrymple, born r873 , married Dorothy, 
daughter of Frederick Eden. 

He married, secondly, in rS76, Adeline Newton, who died in 1879, 
leaving one son and one daughter, Alastair Hugh, of Rathwades, Carlow, 
,rnd Adeline. 

He ma.riec1, thirdly, in 1881, Penelope Christie, and had three daughters 
f'rances, Alice, and Helen. 

SEVEN LAIRDS OF Tl-IAIN~TON. 

Thainston was possessed from 1467 to 1716 by Forbeses, cadets of 
Tolquhon . (See page 402.) In 1716 it was acquired by Thomas Mitchell, 
baillic 0£ Aberdeen, whose only child, Barbara, married her cousin, Andrew 
i\litchell, the well-known envoy to Frederick the Great. Sir Andrew, 
having no issue, bequeathed the eslatc to Sir Arthur Forbes of Craigievar, 
who, in 1772, entailed it on Duncan, hj · fourt h son , who thus became fo'orbes
Mitchell of Thainston-lte married Catherine Fraser of Fraserfield and had 
seven sons and two daughters :-

II. r. Arthur Andrew, his heir, born 1779, o.s.p. r8or. 
III. 2. William, R N. , succeeded his brother , born 1783 , o.s.p. 1808. 
IV. 3. Duncan, born 1784, o.s.p. 1812. 
V. 4. J ohn , ,. born 1786. 

5. :-'i..lcxander, born 1788, merchant in Aberdeen, died 1843, 
married Janet , daughter of Sir \ ;Villiam, 5th Baronet of 
Crnigievar, and had issue : 

(n) Duncan, born 1815, capbLin of a trader in the China 
Seas and Indian Ocean, afterwards of Ernan Lodge, 
married Sarah Forbes, daughter of 7th Baronet of Cra igie
var (sec page 324) and had issuc. 1 

(b ) William, Captain 27th Bengal Native Infantry, married 
Sophia Fell and has issue. 

(c) Sarah, born r816, married Alexander Gordon of Newt on. 

1 Duncan , son of Alcx.andcr, fifth son of t he 1st Laird , and his wi fe , Sa rah Forbrs, 
had on e son, Alcx:rndcr ZITansficld Forbes, who married Marie Antoinette Forbes a nd 
was fa t h er of t he late :\ [ ;u1 ·field Forbes of Cambrid ge (see page 3ro). 
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(d) -,"lthcrinc Anne, born r0r7, married John Angus, Chamber-
lain of Aberde n. 

(c) Rach ·!, born 1819, married Frederic Forbes. 
(/) J anet Scmpill, born 1821. 
(g) :i\farga rel, born 1828, married :.Vlichie Forbes Anderson, 

surgeon, H.E.J.C.S. 
6. Henry of Balgownic. (Sec b low.) 
7. :\[ansfield of Easter Kinmundy, o.s.p . 
8. Rachel, mari-icd Robert Scott and (2) J ohn Masquerier. 
SI · i\larga ret, manicd Major Alexander vorbes of Invcrernan. 

:\[r. Forbes-Mitchell died in 1796, ,rn d was succeeded by his four elder 
sons in turn. 

John, the fourth son of i.he 1st L·1ird, nw.rried Ann Powell and had 
,;even sons :-

I. Duncan, of the .Bombay Army, who succeeded. 
2. John George, born 1814, married Eliza Leckie, had a son, Charles, 

~-fajor-Gen., also John Arthur, and Will iam. J ohn George died 1860. 
3. Arthur Andrew, married Hannah Sims. 
4. David Erskine, solicitor , London, ma.ITied :\Iargaret Low. 
5. Frederick. 6. J ames, both o.s.p. 
7. AJexander Kinloch, sec b low. 
John died in France in 1 8 22 and ,vas ·uccecded by 
VI. Dllncan, born 1812, who married Ma1ia Bromley, and had a son 

John, and two daughters. 
VII. J ohn, born 1843, the last Forbes Laird of Thainston, married 

Jane, daughter of Dr. Thomas Rawson, and had three daughters, Louisa, 
Marie, and E lizabeth. He sold the ·slate. 

Alexander Kinloch, jndae, born 1821, son of tli fifth Laird, married 
Margaret Forbes of BaJgmvn ie, and had fou r sons and two daughters:-

r. Rev . John, born I 847 , married Edith \Venden, and had one son, 
Alistair, and three daughters, Agnes, Emmeline and Edith. 

? Henry, born 1849, married Alice, daughter of Henry Inglis. 
3. Alexand r, born 1851, o.s.p . 
4. Edward, born 1855, marri cl Fred rica de Berry. 

Margaret, born 1863. 
E mmelin e. born r 865, married Charles Scott Chisholme. 

FORBES 0} BALGO\VNIE. 

Henry Da,·id, 1st of Frascrlield, afterwards called Balgo,Ynie, sixth son 
of DJncan, 1st of Tlrn.inston, born r790, died 1869; married Margaret, 
dai:.ghter and heiress of Alexander Fraser of Fraserfield (now Balgownie), 
and had by her three sons and six daughters:-
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r. Alexander, died young. 
z. Duncan, 2nd ofBalgownie, born r8r7; married Janet Forbes, daughter 

of Robert Forbes of Castleton :rnd widow of Gavin Hadden, merchant 
in Aberdeen, o.s.p . 

3. Henry, Lieut.-Coloncl, born r8zr ; died r89r ; married Letitia, 
daughter of General Sir George l~awrence, and had two daughters, 
Margaret and Louisa, born 1857, the la tter married Captain Arp von 
During, Prussian Army. 

l. Mary Isabella. 
z. Margaret, married her cousin, Alexander Kinloch Forbes. 
3. Catherine, died unm,u-ried. 
4 .. Rachel, married General Francis Urquhart of Craigston. 
5. Emmeline, married Rev. J. G. Ryde. 
6. Georgina, married Robert Farquhar Spottiswood of Muiresk, Advocate. 

FORBES OF SCHIVAS. 

I. Arthur Forbes, 'W.S., fourth son of the zncl Bart. of Craigievar, 
born 1669, purchased 1.he lands of Schivas in the parish of Tarves. He 
manied a Fraser of Broadland, of the famiJy of Inverallochy, and had 
William, died young, Patrick and Hugh, ,vho both succeeded. 

II. Patrick, who succeeded in 1741, married Batllia Garden of Troup, 
and had two daughters, Margaret, married Alexander Gordon of Nether
muir, and Batbia, unmarried. He died 1744. 

III. Hugh, his brother, married Christian, another daughter of .Alexander 
Garden of Troup, and had one son , Alexander, and a daughter, Christian, 
married Alexander Irvine of Drum. 

IV. Alexander, married Catherine, daughter of Sir Thomas Burnett of 
Leys, and had one daught ·r, Frances, on whose death in 1807, the csta.te 
of Shivas went to her cousin, Alexander Forbes Irvine. 
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I 
Bathia, "'· 
Garden of 
Troup. 

I 
Mary, m. John 

Ramsay of 
Laitheni. 

I 
Margaret. 

m. Lumsden of Cuahnie 
and Forbes of Ecbt. 

No. 9. CADETS OF CRAIGmVAR. 

William Forbes, 4th of Corse. 
~,-.. ,_.!_ n ,......,.. of Menie, d. 1627. 

I 
Sir William, 1st Bart. of Craigievar, 

m. Bathia Mun,ay and d. 1648. 

Sir John. !. the Red," 2nd Bart., 

I 
John. 

I 
George, 
o.s.p. 

m. Margaret Young. 
I 
I 

William, µd Bart .• m. 
Margaret Rose of 

Kilmvock. 
I 

I 
Ale,;auder, 

o.,,p. 

I I 
Arthur, 4th Bart., m. s other sons. 
Christian Ross a.nd 
Margaret Strachan. 

! 

I 

I 
Charles, 
o.s.p. 

2 dau. 

Patdckof 
Balfour and 
Tilliefour, 

m.M. Forbes 
of Fowlis. 

RoJrtof 
Leamey. 

I 
Arthur of 
Schivas. 

I 
Patrick. 

m. Bathia Garden. 

Francis. John of kmcan!ine, 
m. 1. Nicholas Forbes ; 

2. Eliz. Farqahanoa. 

I 
Hugh, 

m. Christian Garden. 

I 
I 

Willfa.m, 5th Bart., m. I be I Mitchlell, I I I Duncan For s Margaret, Arthar, Ah,:a,nder, Christian, 
Hon. S. Sempill. 

I 
Mitchell, d. 1796, m. P. Scott. m. Shaw. m. Isabella m. C. Barnett. m. Ala. IrviJle, 

r-1 ..,.1...,1-----,-1 "'"'(6'"'th-so----,n)---,------,l-,(,-th.,...._ao_n..,.)----+j (4th sou) I 
Arthur, 6th 
Bart., o.s.p. 

John,7ih 
Bart. 

Hugh, m. 

"'· C. rras,,r, Macleod. I 
Arthar, Hent'}' David, Alexander, m. John Forbes-Mitchell, I I J J • 

Willio.m, m. Margaret Janet Forbes · m Anne Powell Others Arthur Forbes Isabella, Christina, Geoigina, Alex. Forbes 

wuLam, 17ih 

LoiSempill. 

I 

I 
I 

James of 
Corse, 1837. 

I 
James 0., 

b. z867. 

John, 18th Lord 
Sempill, 

b. 1863, d. 1934. 

Agues 
Morgan. 

Duncan. Fraser. of era;_·g,,_·e_v_ar_.,.....,-,-----, · I,___, __ · --d~·Y_· __ Go_rd_o_n_, _18-o6---,-1873._. __ "'_· _1._N...,..•wt_o_n_. __ o_.,_.p_. ___ o_.s_.p_. ___ I_rvin_· e of J .- J _ m. Chnrlotte Balfo~. 2. Kearney. Schivas. 

l 
Wtlliam, 

m.L 
Duvivier. 

I 
Edgar. 

I 

~W', }Jet, ~t. Dun~. Hlory, Djncan, LJJ. WibSoiam, I . I 1. I I 
m. A. Agnes. m. Forbes. "'· Jaact m. Let. m. S. F. Kath., m. 1. phie David, Duncan, John G., Alex. Kinloeh, Arthur F. William, John F., Charlotte, 

Lawrence. Georgina, Forbes, Lawrence. Sempill. Jauet, Fell; Frederic. m. M. 1814-60, "'· M. Forbes Gonion. m.H. i.a m. Barnett 
I m.Spottis- o.s.;. I I etc. 2. Frances Bromley. m.Eliza ofBalgomlie. r8-H, Pense. California. of Kemoay. 

2 daos. wood. Spry. Leckie. m. 1. Dalrymple. h 
I _ I J 2. Newton. 

J---.1 I Maria, Eliz., Cbarles. 3- Christie. I 
Margaret. Lowsa, John, Alex. William. m. ]. Stewart. m. Gavin. m. Hannah I Arthur. H en. 

m. During. 18 S5 Mansfield, Sima. 
m.M.A. . J . J 

Forbell I= P· 3,o). I I I l J Arthur, Alastair H., Adeline. Frances. 
I William, Duncan, H'.ennetta, m. Eden. "'· Evelyn Stapleton. 

Alil . I 
ce, 

Helen. 
w-~. 19th Lord 

Sempill, b. 18g3. 
Gwendolen, 
18g8-1910. 

I 
Malgaret. 
b. 1905. 

I 
Elizabeth, 
6. 1912. 

I 
Duncan, 

1888. 

I J. . 1861. 1864. Caroline, 
Mansfield, Mbam. Jessie. 
1889-1936. 1891. 

I I I ... . .1. '1· I 

I 
Anne, 

6. 1920. 

I 
Jone, 

b. 1922. 

Rev. John, Henry D., Edward, 
m. Wendeo. m. Alice m. I Inglis. F. de Berry. 

I 
Agnes, 
b. 1880. 

-&ow.et. Emme in.e, 
m. Charles 

Alex. 

S. Chisbolme. 

i;;Jth 
b. 1884. 

[Al pag• 328. 




