
CI!.-\PTER X. 

ARTHUR, 10TH LORD FORBES. 

Born, April 25th, 15Sr. Succeeded, August zncl, 1606. Died, 164r. 

Tumm is an tLlmost embarrassing amount of material a, ailable, both 111 

t he family papers and in the public and other records, in connection with 
Arthur, roth Lord Forbes. He was the eldest son of his father's s 'concl 
marriage and, as has already been shown, was clefi.nitcly looked on from 
his early years as his father's successor in the title and estates. He was 
nearly 12 years old when his eldest Catholic half-brot her, VhJliam, the first 
"Brother Archangel," died, in his distant Flemish convent, }farch 20th , 
1592/3 ; probably it took a long time fo r the news to reach Scotland. 
Will iam, when he abandoned his military care r and becam e a monk, had 
resigned his r ights and patrimony to his next brother, John, though there 
is no trace of any actual deed by ,rhich he did so . John was already a 
monk, at least a hLy brother, at lhc time \-'/i lliam died ; since the elate of 
full prof ·ssion is given in all the ex tant lives of him as August 2nd, 1594, 
of his entering the novici,Lte as one year earlier, and becoming a lay brother 
a year earlier still; in August, 1591, he was 20.1 He also made formal 
rcn unci,ttion of his claims to the tit.le and lands of Lord Forbes, and, as 
already seen, his fath er agreed with King J ames VJ. that this Catholic scion 
of the Forbes family, having entered a religious house, should be disin­
herited (sec page 128). There is no doubt Umt this was done ; in the deed 
registered under the Great Seal, Deccmb r 28th, 1598, already given-by 
whi h Arthur's father, the 8th Lore! Ji'orbcs, ignoring Joh n's existence· 
completely, grnntecl ch,uter to "Arthur, ldes t son of John, Lord Forbes 
and Dame Janet Seytoun his wif , whom fai ling to Davicl their second son, 
whom fa iling to his own younger brothers (in order) and their heirs, of the 
Lordship and barony of Forbes," thus clearly demonstrating that under 
·no circu111st1111ccs should John, the monk, in herit. The charter is not in 
the Regis/rum at Cast le Forbe , but is given in t he Ap11endix to the last 
chapter, page 145. From this date, and probably before, Artlrnr was in­
variably known as " Master of Forbes." 

Two years lat r Arthur wrote to his cider brother th following remark­
able letter. The original, in Arthur's handwriting, is at Castle Forbes, 

1 Since in Augu,;t, J 6 0 (1, he was s l ill onl y in his 36th ycm·. 

r.p 

Arthur, 9th Lord Forbes
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which may prov• (a) that it is a contemporary copy, (b) that it was never 
sent, or (c) th at i t was returned from Flanders by the Capuchin House after 
John's death. It shows, in any case, that th" brothers must have corre­
sponded before this date; Arthur would have been 6 years old when John 
made his escape from the family home, and cannot have had a very clear 
recollection of anything earlier than th,1t. The tone of the letter is faintly 
patronizing and show·· that the writer had "a guid conceit o' himsel'." 
There had been appar 0 11tly some idea of John's v isiting Scotland . 

ART!IUR, ::\L\STER or- Fo1u:ms, TO ll!S H ,\LF-BROTIIER, J OH:--:. 

[59] " ' A son tres ayme fr ' re J can for bes qui s'appellc capucien religicux de l 'ordrc 
francais en flandrc en le vile de Saint Ouen.' 

" r6oo . (At this elate J ohn was 30, a nd J\rtbur 19.) 
" I hartlie thank you (both hartlic and honorablie, beloved brother) T hat now 

at last ye have broken your long silence , t he respect quhareoi, sence ye remit 
them to ther proper tym anti experiences, 1 am content to attend in patience 
upon them, Resolved a lwayes of yo ur affection without :forclcr experience, since 
we arc brethren, and heiro[ thank you for counselling me so zealouslic to be wys 
and circumspect in ruling t he affairs of that cstait and calling quharin it has 
pleased Goel t place m . Quhi lk, Goel willing, I . all obey, acknowledging both 
the clignitie thereof to be gryi:her t han I desc1Tc and the clanger gryther t hrogh 
the burcling of, than myself I can be able to bcir. And therfocr sall stuclie to 
feir, in the mids o( my rejoicing a nd t o ha\·e thankfu lness accompanied with 
thochtfu1ncss .. .. .. . ... .. . ,\s the mynd of this temper is richtlic disposed 
so the course of lyf so com pos d is guided aricht. Kether esteem I t hat my es tait 
or calling can hinder this more than any other, being ri ehtlie used, seing all arc 
sanctified to God to one use and to them that a.re holie all thin gs are holie­
Otherwaycs we behoved to dcJJar t out oI thi s wardJc. '- And even this I sec ye 
also acknowledge whcna.s, though wysl ie ye do warn me of t he danger, ye doc 
counsel! me t o clave to my calling. I sall be careful t o obsairvc both, hopp ing 
be so much as Goel has honoured me more than others , through His grace to 
hononr Him so much above others. So far I hoip in God sall m y cstait be from 
endangering my sanll, that be t he contmr as it suld, so it sall serve to ford er rny 
sa lvation . For I boip t o hald it, not as my heaven and so as it sall not be m y 
God, but as His good benefit to use it to His l1onour, holding it as ane earnest of 
His furd er favour. And that it may be so, I sail be cairfull to hold fast that sur 
gronn d of 1:rewthe quh.ilk He has fought l\Ie out of His awin \ Vorel, quhilk onlie 
is able to m ak the man of God perfyt in every guide work. 2 Timothy 3. holding 
me fast upon the fo 11nclation o[ tbe apost les and prophets that I may know m yself 
to be ane trew member of God His house that is his kirk Eph. 2 quhilk I kno,,· 
to be bot one, tl.10ugh gathered of all nations both J ew and Gentili and tlrnirfor 
called Catholick, quharof I am ane m mbcr lea l a nd trew and am assured to 
remain so fo r ever , t hrow t he grace of Goel. Heirin I am more careful to confirm 

1 ,vo rld . 
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my awin conscience tl1an curious to ]maw controversies and more desirous to 
prcuve myself of that Eirk than willing rnshlie to judge of oth ers whe ther 
t hey be of it or no seeing that belongs to God 2 Tiwoth. 2 .. . ....... . 

~ot absoh1tely )caning to the opiniown quhilk many profess, nor absolutely 
rejecting for partie of h olders, seeing both scripture declairs a nd experience 
proveth that to be ane slipperi step to stand on. For Acbab I find lost himself 
be this errour, fo llowing the opinion of four hundred against one Micbaiah, only 
trew and t hey a ll fals. I J(ings 22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . So leaning n either 
to singular ity nor p lura litie of professours I think the trcwth suld b e received 
of one, though a ll men be aganst him, and anc erronr is not to be followed, t hough 
all tb e wardle maintain it. . . . . . . . . . . And in this, beloved brother, 
believe me, seing I snld knaw it better nor ye, that even in this country there be 
preachonrs to improve quhois doctrine ir no b etter a rgument be found nor the 
lyf, ther ·all no just cause be foun I to condemn it. . . . . . . . . . . . So as I 
am glad that ye agree w ith our prcachoms not to worship or adore pictures, so 
wold I rejoice iI either ye micht wanand agains t the religious using of them or 
wilt then be persuaded to leave them- seing if Chryst be not in us no outward 
painting will teach us, and if He be in us, we have sufficient remembrance of 
Him-For i t is no outward presence of His picture, bot t he inward worsh ip of 
His spiritt that helpeth onr Inii:rmities Rom. 8. Yet do I with no little comfort 
to myselfi, and gret thank to you, consider your earnest aJiection in 11ish ing the 
·aulvation of my sawl in procuring qhairof God forbid I suld w ill you to put 
yourself to ony pain or perril eit her of boclie or sa,vl, seing your pains could 
procure uo proffcit and in your perrcl I could tak no pleasour. Yet m ost desyrous 
to sie yow, i f it may be so-as we wold have you and may keip you, with mu t ual 
contentment. I rest, wishing you everlastin g peace both of bodie and mynd, 
from Druminnor the - day of 1600 Your luffing and a.ffectionat brother, reddie 
to plasour you accord ing to his power 

Arth ur , :\Ja ister of Forbes." 

Arthur, as seen in his father's accounts, was married on February 5th , 

1600, to J can Elphinstone, second daughter of Alexander , Master of and 
aften vards fourth Lord E lphinstone. Of t his wedding it is recorded in the 
Diary of Robert Borrell, Burgess of Edinbmgh, 1532-1605, MS. in the 
Advocates' Library, that the gaieties accompanying it were so great that 
the beginning of the Church's fast of Lent had to be postponed. The fasts 
and feasts of the Church \.verc already beginning to be of less importance 
in a Scotland ·which followed the Protestant faith. 

"Februar 1599-1600. The 5 of februar len t began, but was stayi t be reassone of 
the banket and m ariage of the Earl of Sutherland, and the l\fr. of Forbes wt twa 
dochters of the Mr . oi E lph instone." 

The accounts of the Lord /-/ igh Trt'nsnrer also g1 ve, under same date : 
"Item, clelyverit be commandim ent of his ?lfajestcis precept , to Sir George Horne 
of Spot, lmycht, Master of the garclrop-twa golden cheinzeis (chains) and 
chcinzie bettis (chain-bits) , with twa pair of garnessingis (garnishingsj , bak: and 
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for , to be delyverit as his hicHes propy11e (gift) to the Countes of Sutherland and 
1fo.istres of Forbes, the clay of tbair mariage. " 

A further item is 

"Delyvcrit to his Majesti es self to play a t the cairds in t he moneth of Febrnar 
1600, the t yme hi · lvfajcstie was in the Cunzie house 1 of Edinburgh at the mariagcs 
of the E rl e of ·utherlancl, and Ma.ister of Forbes. sex fyve puncl pieces ." 

Obviously at this period John, 8th Lord Forbes, was in high favour 
with his 'i\fajesty King J ames VI. The Master of E lphinstone was Treasurer, 
and his accounts show the i\faster of Forbes often in the Royal Company. 

Just eleven years after her marriage, F ebruary 8th, r6rr, J ean Elphin­
stone, Lady Forbes, had a charter of the Barony of Fiddes, Forbes, etc., 
united into the Barony of Forbes.2 With her was associated her eldest 
son, Alexander, t hen :l child of ten years old. 

Unlike many of the eldest sons with whom we have to deal, Arthur 
Forbes seems to have been on good t erms with his father and to have assisted 
him in the many troubles ·which overtook J ohn, the 8th Lord. The some­
what self-righteous tone of Arthur's letter to his half-brother, John, has 
ah-eady been seen. 

Arthur was 25 when his father died, June 29th, r6o6, and having ,lppar­
ently since his childhood had the position and t itle of 1faster of Forbes, 
confirmed by t he deed of 1598, he at once assumed t he style of Lord Forbes, 
and was universally recognized. It is impossible to discover from family 
papers or contemporary records whether there was at that period 3 any 

· knowledge that John, Brother Archangel, was still alive. He had been 
dead to the family for so long. No line in his handwriting exists and the 
last knO\-vn communication which passed between him and his family is 
the letter from Arthur to him already quoted, of six years before, and tha t 
perhaps was n t delivered . News would travel slowly in those day~. and 
certainly before the am10uncement of the death of the 8th Lord Forbes 
could have been received at Teneramund (if it was to anyone's intc1·est to 
carry the news), and a reply could have reached Scotland, Brother Archangel 
was already dead of the plague. 

Arthur succeeded to his family honours in a troubled time. Three 
years before, King J ames VI. had gone sou th to become James I. of Englcrn 1, 
leaving a. Scotland distracted as usual by feuds between the great families, 
though the king's to rtuous methods of dealing with them had shorn some 
of them of their fonner po\\'ers. 

1 The ::l'li nt. 0 Rt'g. Mag. Sig. 
3 T he copy of the inscription on the tombs tone was s ubsequently received. It is 

not, of co urse , known when, or by whom, the stone was erected, and tbe position of 
the copy in the Registrum is merely due t o the arra ni;cml'nl· o-f Mr. Cosmo Innes-the 
wriling is not contempo rary. 

r50 



ARTHUR, 10TH LORD FORBES 

The Forbes family \.Vas, as o[Lcn, in Jinancial difficulties owing to the 
mi. fortunes of John, 8th Lord , but their traditional enemies, the Gordons, 
were fo r t he moment less powerfo l.1 The son of the forfeited ,~th E arl, 
George, 5th Earl of Huntly (whos' broth r, Adam Gordon of Auchindonn, 
had twice defeated the Forbeses in 1571), had died (curiously enough, remem­
bering his fa ther 's death, of a fit whe n playing foo tba.11) in 1576. The new 
holder of the title in 1606 was George, 6th Earl, afterwards 1st Marquis, 
who, at his fa ther's death , was a minor and \Yas being educated with a 
sister in P aris. After his return he was for a short t ime on good terms with 
the kin g, bu t la ter with other Catholic Lords raised t he standard of revolt. 
This rebellion failed, and Hunt ly was for a time imprisoned, but liberated 
on a general amnesty at the t ime of King J ames ' maniage with Princess 
Anne of Denmark. In 1592, being then again in great favour with the 
king , he received a Commission to apprehend his rival, t he Earl of Moray, 
and, as is well known, carried out t hese orders wi th such violence as to end 
in the death of t he EarP For this, H untly was again imprisoned, but soon 
set free. I n the beginning of 1592 he was accused of complicity in the grec1t 
affai r of the Spanish Blanks,3 was forfeited and excommunicated. He and 
his fellow Catholic Earls again ra ised the standard of revolt and obtained 
a victory over t he king's forces under Argyll at t he ba ttle of Glenlivet, 
October 3rd, 1594 (when John, 8th Lord Forbes, had been on the losing 
side) . But their success was ephem ral-the k ing's army, accompanied 
by the king, came nor th in force and demolished Strathbogie and Slains, 
the strongholds of Earls H untly and Erroll, who then wen t abroad. Not 
long after t hi s, by another amazing turn of fortune, Huntly i,vas allowed 
to return from France, was relieved from excommunication and forfeiture, 
and on t he occasion of t he bap tism of P rincess Eli za.beth (afterwards the 
unfmiunate Queen of Bohemia) was created Marquess of Huntly, E arl of 
Enzie, etc., and became King's J ust iciar in the North u ntil he was super­
seded by Argyll in 1607. He was again exconununicated by t he General 
Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland in J u ly, r6o8, and for the third tim e im­
p risoned, on t his occasion in St irling Castle . Th is d igression h as been 

11ecessary to explain the following letter found among t he loose papers in 
Lord Forbes' boxes, in which H untly would appear to have been asking 

1 A note in P rivy Coun cil records shows Art hur F orbes p urs uing on e Gordon fo r 
destroyin g his woods in Ma rch , 1605. 

" Kow wae be to ye H un t ly and wherefore cl icl ye sn i ? 
I ba cle you b ring h im wi' you and fo rbade you h im to slay. 

-The Bonnie Ec,rl of 1Woray. 
J These were forms of letters addressed to Philip II. of Spain w hich came into the 

king's hands . Koth in g was written on the sheets s;n:e the conclusion 
" De votre i\fajestc le tres-h umble et tres ob6issan t serviteur," 

a nd were sig ned by ·H un tly, Angns , Erroll a nd others. They certa inly had a t reasonable 
inten t. as James' lo rds had no righ t to be" obed ien t" to any mon arch b ut t h eir own. 
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the support of his hereditary enemy, Lord Forbes, for his own justification. 
This paper, which is very t a ttered (some parts being actually missing), 
seems to have esc,tped all previous researches. It is the earliest document 
connected with Arthur, Lord Forbes, to be found among the family archives, 
with tbe exception of those already given under his father, and the letter 
to his brother. The paper is a vindication of the Ist :Marquis of Huntly 
for the murder of t he "Bonnie Earl of l\Ioray" at Donibristle, February 
7th, I592. The date of this paper is not given, but it 1m1st be subsequent 
to the marriage of the dead man's son to Huntly's daughter, Anne, in October , 
I607, a union arranged with the view of assmiging the family feud, and is 
addressed to the chi ld Earl of i\foray, but apparently sent to Lord I•orbes. 

The discovery of th is letter, entirely unknown to }Ir. Cosmo Innes or 
any previous reader of the 1msortcd papers, brin gs into the story of the 
10th Lord Forbes t his very characte ristic incident of the violent times of 
King James (who so much hated violence and drawn swords). 

A.fter the Bothwell raid, in which, as has been seen, the 8th Lord Forbes 
was somehow involved, the king made us of Huntly (a traditional friend of 
the Crown) to carry a commission of fire and sword against the Earl of 
Botlnvell, who had escaped from Edinburgh to his border stronghold. 

It vvas also sugge ted that the young E;u-1 of .i\foray (eldes t son of Sir 
James Stewart, Lord Donne, who had now married, as has been sa id, the 
Regent :Moray's daughter Anne) had been in league with Bothwell. J3eh,·een 
t he house of Huntly and that of i\foray there had been a bitter feud since 
the days of Corrichie, when the Reg nt, James Stuart, ERrl of Moray, had 
attempted with some success to destroy the great hou e of Gordon. On 
February 7th, 1592, Lord Huntly, the restored grandson of t he victim of 
Corrichie, was out hunting with the king near Edinburgh and took the 
opportunity lo tell him that he knew of some accomplices of Bothwell near 
at hand. The king, vrobably suspecting who w,ts intended , forbade Huntly 
to cross the Forth, but his order was disobeyed, and Huntly with a band 
of followers rode that same evening to Donibristle, ~foray's seat in Fife, 
,md attacked it in force. The defences of tile house were soon broken 
down by fire, with fuel supplied by Moray's own cornstacks, and the trapped 
Earl, ·with his followers, burst out and made for the seashore. It ,vas 
night, but the plume of his helmet aml bis own long hair caught alight as 
he passed through the zone of fire and b ·trnyecl him. Tracked by this 
lurid sign he was overtaken and slain upon the s,tnd. It is said that Huntly, 
his heart failing him at the horror of the deed, would fain have left t he 
accomplishment of it to bis servants, but one forced bis dagger int Huntly's 
hand and, with curses on bis cowardice, b;:i.de him strike. He did so, full 
in his enemy's face, and }foray died with the bitter jest on his tongue-" Ye 
have spoiled a belt r face than your own." 

The suggestion in th· famous ballad or t he " Bonnie Earl of i\[oray" 
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that King James had cause for jealousy in connection with his Queen Anne 
of Denmark is probably quite without found ation. Moray 's young wife and 
mother of his five children had been dead but a few months (1\ovcmber 
1591), the tragedy takino- place on February 7th, 1592. 

The contents of the paper, as far as they can be r ad , arc as follows :-

" Offers in ye name 0£ the Marqui s of Huntly for himself his kin and fri cncles­
dcpendants, parta.kers t o my L ord (1lforay)- his kin ancl friend s and for t he 
slaughter of ye mnquhill erll ofi :llforray his father. 
"First he protestes before Almighty God the searcher of a ll hearts th ,tt unluekkie 
accident befell out far aga ins hi s will ... if ony ways liis Lop's slaughter . . . 
be impeditt be him. L y k as I protest before Almighty God my cumming to his 
Lap 's dnmicill at say cl time was noways upon intention to h ave seked hi s Lap's 
blud in any wa ycs tha.t it unhapp il y fe ll out I was p resent 11pon t hi s occasion off 
t he schuitting uf Captain Gordon as I doubt that ye . . of the umquhill Erle 
... and whow carefu l ye saw m e to have pres -•r vit hi s :Lop's lile, giff it bad 
been possible. Yett notwithstanding hcreoff for the said Justification of my 
Lord--t hesc presents-both t owards Goel and to Lord F. , I'm willing and be 
these premises offers t o give sa.tis facti on to his Lop for the same . . to yr 
honours hands /incl gil i t sall be agreeit upon and decretit be his Ma., ye Erle 
of .Mar and sic som e honorable m en of the nam e of St euart, as his L op sail chi use 
and n ominat for that effec t. " 

\~•lwther Arthur, Lord Forbes, did anything in Huntly's favour or not 
is not recorded, but very soon after t he apparent date of this letter the 
usual Gordon-Forbes feud seems to llave broken out with renewed vigour, 
and most of the papers in the family charter chest deal with it in one form 
or another. The first document, however, is a copy of a curious dccrce t 
registered October 23rd, 1606, rdcrrin g to an early occasion in which 

" Arthur, the :\:faster of F or bes, now Lord F orbes, J ohn F orbes of P itsligo, Willia m 
.17orbes of Tolquhon and James Garioeh of K insta ir take the burden on them for 
the whole clan and nmne o( F orbes and their fri ends [the only time the family of 
Forbes can be fo und offici ally n mn ed " a clan "]. The burden thus shouldered 
was undertaken in order to make J ohn, brother t o \.Villiam Forbes of Corsinday 
and two others ' pay to Alexander Irvin e of Drum the sum of £4,000 as assythe­
ment for the slaughter of 'William Brown, servitor o f J ohn Trvine of Artamford, 
wounding of J ohn Chalm er younger o f Belnacrag and of Mr. P a trick Irvine in 
Corquhittoche, ombesetting of the said J ohn Irvine in his way with forb idden 
wa.epins but any offence giffen to them or dennnceit by t h m, of purpose t o have 
bereft him of his life, miraculously preserved by the Providence oi t he Almighty.' " 

The unfortunate John F orb ·s, brother of Corsindae was, however, con­
demned to death for his crime and " ta.n to the Mercat cross of Edillburgh 
and there, up one ane scaffold, his heid was strnken from his body 6 Nov. 
r607." (Pitcairn's Cr-im·i11al Trials, II. 532.) 

In consequence of this, in r6o8, thcr is an Order from the Privy Council 
t ha t 
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" Arthur .Lord fo'o rbcs app ar at E di nburgh on ·I th October charged wi t h bem-ing 
a dead ly ha.trccl against Alex. Irvine o.f Drum (an cl with him a rc charged J ohn 
Forbes of J itsligo , \Yi ll imn f.'orbes of Tolquhon, \'\. ill iam Forbes of Corsindae, 
\ViJli am .Forbes o f Monym 11 sk, and Ji'orbeses of B rnx , Corse, B lacktown, Fing is 
(Fingask) and Echt. The cause stated was that ' lrvinc ha d approhe11dcd the 
late John Forbes of Corsindac, a noted ma lefactor,' and they are accused that, 
by their hatred, they ' have given new seed a nd rooting to th,lt auld m.onster of 
clcacl lie fo icl, q uhilk hi s l\fajesty sa · carefu ll ic, by his Hicness royal power and 
a nthorit ie, suppressed in the King !om.'" 

In the same year Drum and others gave promise not to hrmn Lord Forbes, 
and the I'orbes fam il y similarly promised not to harm Drum. 

Pitsligo, Tolquhon, :Mon:y1nusk, Auchrecly, Knappern ay, PitnacadcHl, 
Lethinty and Corse a ll rallied to the side of their chief on t his occasion . 

Some were judged to remain in Ed inburgh till reliev •cl by order, a nd it 
is further noted that 

"They en ter into bond of £ro,ooo for Arthur Lord Forbes that he will remain in 
Ed in burgh till he satisfy the Treasurer for the offence for which he was warded." 

In The Melrose Papers, I. rr9 , c. r6r3, occurs t his note, sen t to t he king, 
announcing a fairly peaceful state of affairs-

" As for the estate o[ the North, ·we haif conferrit w ith the } farques of Huntley , 
and sinclrie other cnntrey men, and iindis no suchc cl isordo ur. Ka cnntrey is 
free of thair particula ir cliscontentmentis, as betwix the laird of Drum and the 
name of Forbes, and yitt a ll the pairtys ar under cautionn for you r Maicstie::; 
obedyencc." 

The next item in the Rcgistm111 is a copy of the Inscrip tion on the tomb 
of J\fargaret Gordon, at Ghent, .'\rtlrnr's stepmother, already quoted. Th is 
copy may show th:1.t som time after the ven t it was known that J ohn, 
Father Archangel, had outlived his fath r by five weeks, but it made no 
clifft.: rencc lo the fact that Arthur was still t he 9th Lord Forbes. T he 
tombstone bears, besides the date of i\fargaret's own death, th,tt of her two 
son- , William, on March 20th, r592 /3, and Joh.n, on August 2nd, I6o6. 

Other items among t he family papers deal with debts, ieu duties, etc. 
There is a curious paper of date l\fay 3rd, r6r6, entitled-

[73] "Conditions to be requicril of ye fueris off /wig for yi:v leinrl. 
" Not to ali enat e nor cont ract debt, to set no tenant in t heir room s but of yeom a.n 
or husband degree-not to trouble any of Lord Forbes tenants. To pay pro rala 
of a ugme ntation of stipend and J{ings taxation. 
"Item yt Balgoune pay ane nest o[ mei rlzoun s (merlin h awks) ycir ly to m y lord 
:forbes a nd his foresaicls yrin . . . betwixt ye last clay off l\-fay and ye last clay 
of J unii-or yan XX marks for ye same and ane labourit m crlzounc-(traincd 
haw k) yat s lay pout (here probably grouse, as the word m ea.ns both) and par tr ick 
before ye fi fteen of J ulii or yan X marks for ye same.1 

1 The ha"·k was ob ,·iousl,· to be rcnu~· for thl' r2th of August. 
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"Item on ycsc conditionns aforesaid yai ~a ll have ane nynteen yeir tak for ye 
payment of every pleuch 0 11 ye sou me of twa hunder ancl fiftei pound at witsonday 
next 1fn6 to be payit." 

Tl,c details of these peaceable arrangements arc followed by several papers 
dealing with the perennial fem'ls or t he House of Forbes and the Marquess 
of Huntly, which remained as bitter as ever. Jn 1616 were drawn up 

[72] "Articles for the part off my L orcl l\farq ucs Jfi Hunt lie t o be cons idderit and 
adjugit be the noble and honorable Ireinds chosin betwixt his lop and my Lorcl 
Forbes. 
" In the first, tile s .. tid lord Marq11 es dcclairis yt ye said Lord Forbes a nd hi s lops 
prccliccssoris hes bruikit 1 y is manic ycirs bygane, sunclri c lands wtn ye parochins 
o ff Clu nye, ::'l[idrnar, Kincrnie, Touch, I<incardinc a nd Abergarcline wtin t he 
Sheriffdome off Aberdeene qrin ye sa id Lord :Vfarques stands hcritablie infeft, 
halclinc imecliately o1I our soverane Lord, Lyk as his predecessors held the same 
these many yeirs bygane. Qhairupon yr was lettres raisit at his Lap's instance 
againis the said lord Forbes for exebitione before ye lords off sessioue off any 
wreits or documents ye said Lord Forbes might aclaime to the said lands or any 
pa rt yro:ff t o ye effect ye same might have bein e improwine cuntlie 2 ct omni alio 
111odo quo de jure and for not productione the saids evidents iff ony be, or fund 
improwine at ye lcist sa far as ws proceiclit yr in ti] as t he saide evi.cl ents, if onie 
be, will mak na fath. 
"Seconcllie, if it be (und y t ye said lord Forbes heel only pretcncl it right o ff the 
saide lande or ony pt yrnff, it can nar b denyit bo t: ye same is halclin immediatelie 
off ye :aid lord i\farq ues qhby ye orcli ner reutc apper tinecl properlie t o h is superior 
be ye privilege off his superioritie orf ye same, sa lang as his wassall was his 
soverane lord 's rebell and trew it is yt Umqhll J ohn L ord Forbes, father to Arthur 
now L ord Forbes, wes our soverane Lord's rebell attour yeir and day, sa Arthur 
now lord Forbes sone and air, at ye leist universa l! successor titulo litcrntino, 3 to 
his said umqll father, sould make ye duties off ye saide lands for ye space of -
yeirs furtb cummand to ye said superior ext ending yeirlie ye said yeir to -
•' Tbirdlie, ye said Lord :Marques being weill myndit to ye said L ord Forbes for 
his will, gave to him ane new infeftment o ff ye lands he held off ye house off 
Huntlie within Mar and tuik ye said Lord 17 orbes band for r es tih1tion of ye said 

new infeftrnent onusit and to be reformit and made word for word according to 
ye fast and original] infeitment qulk ye lord of1 Forbes had o ff ye lord off ye 
l1ouse of Huntli e and albeit ye said lord marques his ofttymes r equ yrit the saicl 
Lord Forbes to delyver ye saiJ new infeftmcnt to him according to ye tenor of 
his la 11d, yit he postpones, defers and refuses to do ye same againe all equitic 
:rnd rcasounc. 
"Fourthlic, yr is ane auld clecreit uff perambu lation past bctwi..xt m y lord off 
Huntlie 's iorbeirs and ye lord Forbesis, devyd ing in propertie ye said lord 
i\larques iorrest off Corrcnie fra ye said Lord Forbes lands contigue ajacent yrto, 
Hot 0bstant off ye qulk decreit and sens ye pron un ciation, ye said lord Forbes, 
his p redecessors in qhwic wise he succeeds vitis '11 0·11 rlum fJnrgato, hes riven out 

1 Enjoyed. " Co nj u nctly. 
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grt p arts off ye sa id forrest , on e\·erie q uarter yrofi, sch awinc, sh orne and wone 1 

comes off y e sam e, committi.ng yrby m anifes t p erprusatione [s ic] 2 and indam­
maging oiI y e saicl lord 1\'larqu cs and profyting, yeirlie ye so ume. -- Fyftlie, 
t he said lord i\farq nes a nd ye sa id Lord Forbes being under loving freindschipe, 
t he said Lord F orbes cleclairit yt he behovit to sell. his Lands in Abergardine 
q roff ane pa.rt was ha ldcn off his ::l[ajestic, ane oth er part off ye said Lord 1\farques 
q uhrn.nent t hey enterit in lov ing communication by ing, b lokyng and selli ng off 
ye said Jnnds and in ye m einc tym e ye barganc no being frelie cl isch argit, on­
fre indlie, by ye said lord m arques bis expect ations, the said L ord Forbes cl isponit 
ye herita l le righ t off ye sa id la ne.ls to ye Lard of 1\.bcrgeldi e, qhr in Li ll ye saide 
Lord :Marques is hevil ie prej udgit qho 1\·ald have givine and offered to give, ye 
said Lord Forbes a ls mcikill for ye saide Lands as ony m a ne ,,·aid h ave givine for 
ye sam e and yrby in ye said Lord Forbes clefa11lt, the said Lord Ma.rqnE:S wanted 
ye saicle L,mde and fe ll in ca ldness and a llme~t in cnmit ie wt ye said Lorcl ofi 
A.bergeldie h is specia ll kinsmane." 

1616. The contrary art icles on the part of Arthur, Lord Forbes, 
" ageainst George, i\Iarques ofi huntlie and his son the Earll of E nzie," 
arc next given (somewhclt abridged)-

r. Ar t hur , Lord Forbes, claim s 1.he lands of N th which belonged to his fat her , or 
compensation. 

2. He demands justice agains t Patrick ::IJortimcr . 

3. He enters a claim for £27,000 , according to a clecrcet o[ the Cour t of Session 
in his favo ur, and to have the 

.\ & 5. Heritable right to certa in lands confirmed. 

6. to be discharged of the n ecessity to prod uce old writs, now h e h as a new 
deed. 

1 • To be free of the Sheriff clepnte's In t erier nee. 

8. T hat Huntly shall either del iv r up to justice ma lefactors who dwell on bis 
land and b,LYe committed depreclaLions on Forbes' land, or tha t rorbcs shall 
be free to deal with th em himself. 

9. T hat H untly a nd hi s son confirm t he wadse tts and fe us granted by r orbes. 
10 . That all old inhibitions and arrestments against h im rai sed by H untl y be 

n ow destroyecl. 
1 r. That t he decreet of escheat, presumably issued aga.blst his fath er- now 

having bee n " lifted," the docum ent be g iven him to destroy. 

r::: . Disclmrge of his taxation, \\'hich is paid. 

13 . Justice on H untly's tenants who spoil his woods. 
14. T bat Hun t ly 's son, the Earl of E n ?. ie, ratify everythin g to v, hich hi s father 

agrees. 
r 5. H is ow n restoration as "baillie off Keig a nd Mo nimusk accor<ling to t he 

contract of marriage bet. his own father J ohn 8t h Lord For bes and Hu 11tly 's 
fath er George 4th Earl , for hi s daughter" (John's first wife iJ nd .-\ r thur' s 
stepmother). 

1 Sown , reaped ,u1d gathc rcu . 0 Tota l forfe iture of fee . 
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T he result of the presentation of t hese riva l clnims is also chronicled. 

" 1 3 i\farch 1 6 21. 

"This day the Lordis l iav ing co nsideri t t he haill cl a imeis of tb e L. Marqu ess of 
H untly, the lord forbes and Patrick :\fortimcr a nd t he decreit q lk was projectit 
a nd intend it be th e L. o f Banff , ffindis o[ consent u [ the sa id par t: is ti.mt it is 
cxpccl.ient t hat cl ecreit s tan d be in nll thinges pcrfyt t as it lJers . 
" .1-;:xcept anent the sattissfact ioun t o be given to I atrick i\Jo r t imer q lk the Lord is 
refors to t heir forder consideration, And ordains the parties /i.inc -i11dtJ to see and 
put the sam e t o su m certa intie. And for t he a rticles qlk a r not contenit in the 
claimis, th inkis expedi ent as fo llows-
" 1 . Quhair it is clameit that Corenye commo11ntie be cl evyclit, t he Lord is orda neis 

my L. forbes ori ginall i nfoftm ent t o he schawin t hat they m ay know g if he 
h as Ricbt to comm onnitic or nocht. 

" 2.. Quhair it i. clam eit that the L. i\'larqueis further the L. iorbes to get justice 
aga nis s um of h is broken hieland men . Orclainis th e Lord fo r bes to sch aw his 
Letters o f h or ning agan is the broken m en befoir they consider any m oir of that. 

·· 3. Quhair it is cravit tlmt t he :'lfarqueis ratifie sum infeftm cnts gra,nt ed be forbes . 
The Lordis ordanis for bes t o be sp eciall in t he i nfeftm ents, p erson is, n at ure 
and gu a litie y roL 

" ·I· T he lordis considering that t he L. Gordon hes nocht Subscryvit the proroga­
tion cleclairs t hey will , be tbair entence, burdein m y L. :\farque is to caus his 
son ratifie t he se ntence qulk they sall p ronounce. 

[75.J Of cht te in the year 1617 there is a le t ter from James, younger 
o( Corsindae, to Arthur, Lord Forbes. The lett er is dated , London, Aug. 29, 
1617, and shows how J ames Forbes bad been trying to push his fortu ne 
in the southern Kingdom. 

").[y werie goode Lord, have been ensueing for two places since I d id com e into 
E ngland, qubairof the worst wold ha,·e y ielded m e So lib s terling, b ut a ltho' I 
had gry t prom esses of noblemen yet the envy of t he E nglish crue hes borne m e 
loune in them b oth, quha irfoir I b ad r ecourse t o t he F lorence ambassadore & 

maid acquaintance with him, qua hes given me letters to F lor ence that (a.s he 
has promised) sa.11 get m e a ne llu nclred crowns a yeir, as guid clothes as a ny 
gentleman of England wears, with my dye!:, q uha irfoir I am h ying m e thit h er so 
fast as I can . F or t he supply of the quh ilke journey I am forced t o have sold 
s ucl1 b uikes as I h a id, at half rate ; so lu ik for no m ore letters from m e unti l the 
tyme I be settled, which I hope sal be sooner t ha.n iff I had st aid in England . 
. . . T iler is no news bo t da rlie expectin g of the K ing: our Scottishmen are in 
verie lyttle regai rd am ong t he English and I think more ha ted now t han befoir 
the King come in E ngland . . .. Your Lordship' ;; friend m y L ord H ay is n ot 
yet m arried , nor will never get my Lord of Nor thumberla nd 's guidwill t o it." 

(This refers to the 9th Earl of Korthurnbcrlancl, who h::td. been long 
imprisoned in the Tower on suspicion of being concerned in t he gunpowder 
plot . His youngest daughter, Lucy , did, in fact , marry J .1 mes H ay, 
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afterwards Ist Earl of Carlisle, on November 6th of this year. c; 1ic became 
known as the friend of Strafford.) 

" So havcing no m ore to wrcit t o yr Lor lschip bot ever wishing yr Lp. and her 
Lp. in hea.lth and wealth , I commit yr Lp . to the protectione of God and res t 

" Yr Lp's serv itor t o his power 
" J. Forbes ." 

(Letter sealed with ,1 fancy seal-of a heart, etc.) 

James Forbes ,vas th e eldest son of \Villiam, 6th Laird of Corsindac 
(and nephe,v of John, who was beheaded), J am es and three brothers having 
died without issu and apparently in great finan cial diflicnlties-thc 
estate was apprized by Lord Forbes in x622 and an excambion effected 
wit h Balfluig, when a new family of Corsindae arose, by ·whom the estate 
was eventually sold to Lord Brace, and clisposecl of by him to bis relative, 
James Duff, the last representative of whose fami ly recently sold Corsindae 
to Thomas Innes of Lcarney. 

J ames Forbes seems to have done his best t o push his own fortunes. 
Early in the year 1621 another letter was received from him adclrcssed-

[83) " To ye veary noble and 
Potent Lord 

L rd Forbes 
t hese 

at J run1ino' ." 

(Indorscd by Lord r orbcs "Lctler from J ames Forbes , son to co rsindaye 
wryt in out off Padua in Apryll 16zr.") 

" l\:l y vcary good Lord , 
" Il-1.y humble deut ie remem lJered-Plcase, it is ly lle nw ir as a mont h since J rlid 
wreat to yor Lp. wt . Ro• douglas a broyer of ye L aird of gJen bervy in ye quhilk 
letlres I h,we wrcthin to y u r lp of my en tent ione and my bypast travaill, a!:i 

also oI all ne,ves in thois pai1i:s, to ye qlk lcttres 1 remitt yo r. Lp. yet in case 
my lettres be Lait (qlk I hope not) yor Lp. sall kn ow t ho occasions haveing Ia illit 
me to Jerusalem, 1 am purposed in August t o Spa ine quher I will stay two monthes 
t pcrfyt my Span is Language and from thence stTaicht throgh Fm nee to England 
qr [ sa il be in ye first fyftcinc dayes of dccem ber. l have p ra yed yo ur L p. in 
my nthir lcttre t o wret to me ye esta it of a ll oy. aITairs of fay th er, mother and 
how all hes behaivccl them salves, as a lso being rcmembred of ye promeis yor. Lp. 
maid to me on Ley th shoir, as a lso o(tym •: in E dr. to a id m e by counsall ancl 
pairt of moyen, So now l request yor. Lp ayd me to persue ye clcsignc I have in 
l1 ancl wt a lyt le moyen about a hnndreth lib 0 1· two hunclreth merks, for I have 
buildcd much on yor. Lp. promeis as y01·. Lp . lmowes [ have clone beioir. If yor. 
] .p. faill me in yis it ha.id bein beii:er for m e yor. Lp ha id not bein so ky nd in word 
a nd in trn 1:h I l1aicl no l: bu ildcd on it a.s I have done, ycrfoir as yor Lp LoYes hi s 
owne honor in !wiping promeis and Loves rn in furt heri ng m y clesignc clisapoynt 
me nut at t hi s t yme and sent ii togither wt yor. Lp. letters w t . ye salmon schipp 
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and caus be ye m oyen of Whythaugh gif it at P aris to Mr. James Ley th at quhom 
I sail demand it. I will \\'reat with ye first occasion t o yor. Lp a t m oir lent il, 
q uhilk if 1 do not, blam e want of a bear er and not of a ,vreattcr, howsoever yow 
sall heir from me so soone as .I com to Londone t ogit h er ·wt. my designe. So 
haveing m e in all humble clut ic recommcncl ecl to yor. Lp. h er Lacliship yor. LJ) 
nohle children and all guid Jreinds a nd praying yor. Lp. wt. yem all earthlie 
conten.tm.ent a nd hevinlic fel icit ie, 1 r est 

"Pacloa this 2:2 Apry le 
1621 

"Yor . o·oode lordship's 
"oune man 

" Forbis. " (H e was not, of course, 
enti t led to sign in this 
ma n11 er, but the signature 
is quite clearly written a nd 
t here is no initial prefixed .) 

Lord Forbes did not apparently help him with the money asked for, 
but 18 months la ter raised a summons against lrim as h is father' s heir. 

In the year 1617 Arthur, Lord Forbes, was summcEecl by Andrew 'Why te, 
keeper of t he Tolboo th , " on a bond for rooo mer ks clue t o him." This 
was probably an aftermath of the t ime when John, father of Arthur, ·was 
" ,vardit " in Edinburgh. (The civic seal, much perished, is attached.) 

In the year 1618 Arthur Forbes, " patron " of t he Kirks of Forbes and 
Kearn, agreed with Robert Youngson , parson, with t he consent of the Bishop 
0£ Aberdeen and the Presbytery of Alford , foq Jayment for the teind sheaves, 
no merks, zoo merks fo r the vicarage and for furnishing mat erials for the 
communion, 36 bolls of victual-20 from Forbes and 16 from Kearn. [78.J 

That the consent both of a Bishop and ,L P resbytery was required , points 
to t he sett lement having taken place during t he period when his :Majesty 
King J ames managed to retain in Scotland the services of t he Bishops, to 
whose order he was so much attached, though t heir powers were greatly 
restrict ed by the authority of the General Assembly . They were not fi11 ally 
abolished in the Scottish Church till after the fi rst and second " Bishops 
\Vars " in the reign of K ing Charles I. an d a ll t he t urmoils of the r eigns of 
Charles II. and J ames II . 

(The year 1690 marks the final establishment of Presbyterianism as the 
State Church of Scotland .) 

Arthur's eldest son, Alexander, married on ::-Jovember 10th, 161.8, V>'hen 
he was 17, the daughter of J ohn, 8th Laird of Pitsligo, and Christian, daughter 
of Walter Ogilvie of Deskford. This marriage, though designed t o compose 
some family disputes, apparently led, as so often happens, to the embitter­
ing of them, and the young wife was compelled to take sides with h er father­
in-lctw and husb,mcl agai nst her 0\\' 11 fathe r. (See page 16,J .. ) 

T he eldest child of this young couple was born ·within a year of the 
marriage, but was short lived . He was fo llowed by four others, before 
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the death of young Anna Forbes, when her husband promptly took a second 
wife and had thirteen more children (See page 189.) 

In 1619, the year after the marriage, two long memoranda were drawn 
up and are still at Castle Forbes. One hcaded-[79]. 

" 'Heiclis to be performed be Alexr. J\{aister off forbes to his father Arthur Lord 
Forbes as eftcr foliows, befoir witsonclay ni.'>'.t. In ann Jm VI0 and r9 yeir,' 
marked on the back-' wryten be umqull James Forbes off tolmade, my lords 
naturall broyr.' " (See page II4.) 
1. "Imprimis, the Laird of£ P itsligo to giff securitie to Arthur Lord Forbes for 

pyment ofI twentie thousand merks. 
2. " Item, securitie to be given to Arthur Lord forbes be Alex. Maister oft forbes 

for twcntie thousand mcrks to be paid befoir nixt \Vitsonclay and that to be 
satisfaction off ye hail fourtie thousand mcrks oblisit to be pyit be ye said 
!\fr. off lorbes for relief off his father's debts conformc to the contrak off 
marage. 

3. "Item, that the sd i\faister sall rateffic the richt off ye land of Blaktown to Jas. 
forbes of Blaktown for relief of ane band of thirteen hundred marks. 

4. "Item, that the i\-Ir. sall at hi s perfitt age, rateflie the ryte of the lands of 
Allathen in favor off Jolme forbes of Gask. 

5. " Item, ane perfytte securit ie to be granted be the :.\fr. wt. consent ofl his 
curator, to my lord's bames 1 off the soume off r8 thousand merks-sex 
thousand mcrks yeirlie to be paid ilke yeir induring ye said t]u·ie yeirs. 

6. "Item, details about the living of Forbes." 

In December of the same year (it may have been at the same date) 
another paper was drawn up showing the obligations of the father:-

" Heidis to be peiionnit be Arthur Lord forbes to his soone the maister "-

1. " Item, in the first to delyver Lawfull dischargis of all ministeris stipendis, 
utber teinds, deuties, taxation of my Lorclis lanclis, preceding 11.fertimas sax 
hundreth and aucbtan yeiris To wit of ye teincl dewties of the Landes of 
Fintray and Balchers, barony of F idcles, The parocllin of Kynnethmont and 
Keig except Sevedlie. The parocbin of Kearn-Forbes, the landis off Tollis 
wtin the parochin of Cleat, Logic and Edinbanchorie ,vtin the parochin of 

Auchincloir My L ord Forbes landis, Auchentowllis Lant!es, Corsindais lanclis 
within the parochin of Aw ford, My Lord is Landis wtn the parocbin of Kyncarne, 
My Lordis lauclis wtin the parochin of Birs and Aboyne, the few deutie of the 
Landis of Mounkishill, Tollie in Cleat and of a ll taxationes of bis Lordshippis 
haill Landis wtn tbe sch irc of Aberdeen. 

2. "Item to clelyver the haill asscdationes and assignationc of ye hail teinds of 
ye lordship of Forbes that was maid be my Lord to the maister at ye tyme 
of his first infeftment of fie, such as my Lord has or may acqueir. 

3. "Item to get payment from my Lord l•orbcs of sick of ye Last yei.r's rent of 
sax hundreth and auchtccn and sax hundrett and nyntein yciris as is taiken 
up to my Lorclis awin use according to the chalmerlane's comptes. 

1 Bairns, i.e. his yottngcr brothers and sisters, sevcu in number. 
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,1. "Item to get the ha.ill Reversion is taks o f tc inds and for ye old tak o( Keig and 
Alford to get a ne new set yairnf and other writes and . ccuritie of y e living 
of Forbes and Lanrfr, o r Caithness 1 reserving my Lordis lyfrint . 

5. "Item, to get the h ons of Dryminnor and Fiddes and key is ya.iroff clelyvcrit. 
6. "Item to get in fcftm •nt of the haill Landis to be holden from my Lord of his 

suppcrioures, except ye Jandis holden o[ his Majestic. 
7. "Item, a ne in feftment of the said is L andi s to be holden of m y Lord himself To 

wit, tbc braes o ( T olmaddis the sch call of Arclefork, Kebbi ty , Corsi ndae, Tillie­
carn e, Tillie(urc, Tillieriach, J?oddcrb irse, T ollie oi !eat, Monksbill, with 
rescrvati.onc o f all (o rder burdens or disposition upon theis lands maid b y 
my lord or hi s predecessors to any pcrson is. 

S. "ftem to get ass ig natiou ne to ye revers ions a nd ratificat iones o( the former 
fie subscryvit wt ye Jorsaid reservation is . 

,i . "Item t o infeft the :-J"aistcr in the hail] lands of Caithness stok and tcind 
thairof and patronage of Kirkis wt rcscrvatioune of my Lorclis lyfrent a nd 
fyvc yeiris takis. 

10. "Item, that my Lord discharge that claus of the contract, concerning the 
victuall yat suld be exchan.it out of ye i\faisters rents out of ye sbyre of 
Aberdeen and to have no Intrumiss ion wt no part o f ye Maisters r ent in 
tyme cuming. 

rr. "Item that my L ord s;tll g ive the i\Iaister all sec uritie as he has or may have 
be a<lvyse o[ men o [ law for secu ring o( him in hi s hai.11 landis ::.i.nd Leiving, 
teinclus, reversions etc. 

r2. "That m y Lord give dischargis to ye i\Jaister upon ye payment of ye fo urtie 
t housand merkis contcnit in y contract of marige and of sax tho usand merkis 
in comple it payment o( a ll soumes my Lord can seek of ye l\faist er for h elp 
in b is estait or for any uther caus or occasionc qubat sumevir induring ye 
said Arthur J,o rbes his lyfetyme The same being done be advys of m en of 
law and that but (w ithout) prej udicc of t he new suirtie to be maid be ye 
:.\:Ir. o[ Forbes and ye Laird of Petslio-o l1-is cautioner fo1· Implem ent and 
perionn a nce of t he same. 

1 The hrnds in Ca ithncss seem to lm,·e caused nothing but li t igation. As early as 
1Gr3 _•\.rthur Forbes i s fouud complaining to the P ri vy Council that '\Villiam Sinclair of 
i\foy had tried to prevent pursuers tenants from paying their routs to hin1. 

There were constant riots, a nd Forbes, t l:u.: new landlord, was some times the aggressor. 
On llfay 26th, rb14, it is recorded that the se rvants of Lord Forbes attacked Robert 

Kcyth, scrvjtor to Lord Sinclair of Berriedail, '' a nd chased him a great space and would 
undoubtedly have slain him, but fo r his spcid of footc, " 

These troubles contin ued up to the year I Gu. I n 1623 Arthur's son, Alexander. 
wa.:,; made a J.P. for Cait hncss. 

The lands, usu,dly referred to as" Du nbcath," must have come into the possession 
o f Arth ur, Lord Forbes, by some arrangement with his sister's husband, George Sinclair. 
They subsequently returned to the hands of the Sinclair fam ily ; meanwhile he had a 
gre,1t deal of trouble over th em. Jn tl!e paper of r620 , page 163, there is a curious 
entry, rernincli.ng himself to decide which member of his fami ly shall go with him to 
Caithncss, no doubt to settle some disputes there, ancl a lso the question of what shall 
happen to his eldest son, still under 20, and the la t ter 's yo uug "·ifc, d uring his own 
absence . He seems to have been a very care ful fathe r. 
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'' J amcs Ogi Iv ie-l\Ias tcr ol D eskford, El p llinstone (the 4th Lord, ja thel'- in-la.w 
Curator (bl'other of the 111aslc/''s of Arill'111' Lorrl, Forbes). 
wife) . 

"R. Forbes-officer . Ad. Bishop o-f Du11blane." 
i\Iarked on the back" :'-linit at Brcchin, in December r6r9 . 

"This is doublit ower and my sont.: hes ane other heirofl." 

This memorial, though long, is worth printing in full, as th various 
items show the parlous state of th Lord Forbes' finances o.nd the expedients 
employed to improve them. 

It also serves to explain some of the difficulties of Alexander, nth Lord 
Forbes, in his own day and those of his son and grandson. The " superioris " 
mentioned in item 6 inclncle, of course, the Marquis of Huntly, tbc Earl of 
Buchan, and others. 

The lands mentioned in item 7 Sl!em io have been held by Lord Forb s 
M111sclf direct from the crown. 

According to item 9 it appears he ·ometimcs resided on tbe lands in 
Caithness, formerly the prope1iy of his brother-in-law, which is borne out 
by the fact that Arthur, the 5th son, whose birth occurred in r6r5, was 
born at Dunbeatli. 

Three of the other cl iildren were born in the f,u11ily mansion of Drum­
innor, of which the keys were to be delivered to the Master, showing that 
his father had now only a life-rent in it , as well as in Fidcles, at which place 
t hree children ,ver born ; the roth Lord and his lady apparently lived 
alternately in each castle . Of that of Fidcles nothin g now remains save 
th name of the farm of Fiddesbeg, and it is no longer in Forbes' hands . 

The roth Lord Forbes seems to have be n both business-like and 
litigious. There is another long memorandum in his handwriting headed-

"}TE MORANDU ~r TO DE DOKE DI l\L\R A::-1D TIUC l·IAN AND ABERDEIN YE FlRST 

OFF AUGUST I620 1 [81]. 

It contains 37 items of U1 ings to be done. Among others-

"Item order wt :i\fak intosh to wryt to my lord DeskJorcl and to ye lard off Grant 
and send ane cliscreit man to yem lo get paym ent off :2 thousand m erks at 
:i\'lcrt:imas 1620 . 

"Item ane gud boyc provydit agcn M rtimas. 
" Item sum obligations and lands r ·gisl--rat in Eclinr. to get paym ent, and minut 
qt yai ar and mak a nc assignment and anc t.ment on ym a ll. 
" I tem to send for 1\1.r. \Vm. Barclay advocate to my auld uncle Lethin ty to be 
my agent, and t o pursue dyvers actiones in Abirdccn. 
" J tc:n to get:t my sane Jli onc his wrytc from ::\l'I·. Duncan Forbes from i\l onimu sk. 
"J /cm t o provycl si ll cr agen Martimas nixt a nd sec what l have t o payc and qt 
js to be payd to me. 

1 This has beC'n sorn cll'kt t· :1 bri dged . 
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"Ite,n to put all things to ane ordour twixt me son and me and P it sligo. 
" Item to advys quha sall go wt me t o Cathness a nd h ow Jang y ai sall stay and 
qr my sone and gud dochter sall remainc and quhow, t ill my return. 
" Item, Orclour wt my Lord Dereidall to get payment shortly ofi fourteen thousand 
mcrks and more. 
" Item order wt one Sctoune and sumond bim fo r ye slanchter of Audrow forbes, 
glesin-·wrigcht 1 in Aberdein and caus my uncle, auld Lethinty to do it, according 
to ane m emorandum, on ye said Andro u's wy.ffe's expensis. 
"Item. m init qt I have debirsit in Vlm. Gray's cffcrs agens James Gordone in 
newbiggin and t o get payment qlm he is satisfyeit. 
" ltem minit qt number of servands I ·will have in household and qt conditione t o 
every ane and to note qt i s rcsti11g ycm and ye terme of yr entry, and remove a ll 
ydill and deboschit men and pay yem justly qhat is resti11g to ym. 
·• Item order wood cutters and specially in ye "·oocl off Putachi e. 
" lteni my horse in clruminnor schod in tyme, and ,tne pockmantel neg " brocht 
in Putacby. 
"Item my suit mantell gotten out o f Abcrclcin from \;<,Talter Collesoune his wyff, 
quha has it only in keepin. 
"Item compt wt \Villiam Yett for all byganes. 
"Item 't horse in tym-ane to myself ane to my wyff anc to Margaret sinklar, 
ane to Barbara." 
" Item. Drink and graith ·1 to dogs d irectecl." 

Two years later there is another revealing document in Arthur's hand: 

" i'iIEMORAl':DU~-1 OF TIIINGS TO BE DONE I K EDINBURGH THE 26 DAY OF SEPT. 

Ib '.!2. 

(Extracts only are here given. It is chiefly concerned ·with law cases .) 
" Item to delyver my packett of Lettres to \\'alter Hay my agent, and in his 
absence to Mr. Francis Hay, wryter to his r.fa's Signett and in both y r a bsences 
to his good irend :\fr. J ohn Skein, clerk to his l\fa. Session. 
"Item to raise summondis against James Forbes apperand oJ Corsinday upon 
the contract and inhibition sent at my instance and my sone \Vm., that the said 
James may enter as heir to bis father \Vm. forbes umqhll of Corsinday and becaus 
t he said J am es is out of Scotland presentlie, the summ ands to be upon three 
scoir dayes and t o be execut ed at the cross of Eclinr. and peir of Leyth and at 
the cross of Abel. and shoir of Abel. 
"Item to delywer my letter to T homas Bnmtfielcl in Leyth and clelyver to him 
his book, and gctt all newis from him in wreit and the an.·wer of my Letter and 
caus him wyll (wale = choose) sum good Tubiacca and gif h im the same. 
" Item to 1elywer my leti:er to my lady Onnistoun and get m e t r yall oi my Lord 
Orm.istonn his ha ilth and the answer of my letter in wrytt. 
" Item to try for all ne\vis and put yem in wrytt. 
" Item to buy me three unce of reid brunt soape from J ames Brun in J.::dinburgb. " 

(This item is unexplained .) 

1 Glazier. ~ Pack horse . "His eldest daughter, then 13. 
·1 Food ancl shelter. 
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In the December of 1622 occurs what must have been a welcome item, 
viz., a Discharge by Alexander, Lord E lphinstone, to his son-in-law, Arthur, 
Lord Forbes, of a bond of £200 paid. 

In the same year Lord Forbes summons the Laird of Wardes for 
•' wrongous occupation of Glentoun, whereof the said Lord is life renter and 
John his son fiar." 

This is the future Colonel John Forbes, at this time 14 years old, who 
afterwards had the letter of recommendation from Charles I. to the Shah 
of Persia. (See page 200 n.) 

In 1623 there is a 1ong memorandum, docketed "Memorials behvecn 
me and Pitsligo only. Minutes of bonds and obligations which the laird 
of Pitsligo has of mine, with divers assignations to the said bonds." 

Shortly after this date there were bitter disputes between Lord Forbes 
'and Lord Pitsligo, and the following letter from Lord Forbes' son shows 
how that son's wife (Pitsligo's daughter) ranged herself with him against 
her own father. 

LETTER, DOCKET ED I N A:X EIGHTEE1'T!-r- CENTURY HAND, .. PAPERS or, NO 

LSE. " 

" S Feb . 1623-+ (DoimeaJ' .) 
" My Lord and most loving father, ?vly dutiful service in all humilite remem­
bered, please. I received your kind letter 7 of Feb. of elate 28 J an . desiring me 
to come to Edin. with all diligence for settling yo ur Lordship in yr trouble with 
Pitsligo-truely if m y t ravill might do the same, I wcl most \V:illiuglie best m,v itt, 
but I am so forfi.tt for the present t hat I have not ane horse tha.t would carry 
me to Rosse, far less to Edin. and here I will get none to borrow, but since I 
may not cum myself for thatt and other respects which I shall show your Lop 
at meetting, I have thought good to writ t this le tter, with the within enclosed 
to the Laird of Pitsligo ,vbich is not so sharp as I could wish itt, yitt as I thought 
best for obtaining the contents of it-which if he obey itt, will do the turn by 
my travell, i£ otherwyes I shall, God willing fulfill that which I have written to 
him in retrieving your L op a nd offend ing him worse nor he believes. Therein I 
slmll follmv your Lops advyce and if your Lop wold have done as I wold have 
desyrcd your Lop, yon should not have troubled yourself so much as ye have for 
t hat errand, and with God's ass ist ance your Lop should uott have intercd-for 
he may well barke, he shall not gett licv t o bite. At m y coming as said is, I 
shall either sattell your Lop finally or I sha II be no longer a beholder but a partner 
with your Lop against h im. So desyring your Lop to excouse my st aying at t his 
tyme, till meeting, at which I shall God willing give your Lop contentment and 
prove myseH to your Lop as becomes a. loving and obedient son. I have no 
further to \\'rite for the present, but commit your Lordship to the protection of 
t he most Hie, who bas hithertill and I hope shall as yett deliver your Lordship 
outt of all troubles. ::VIy bedfellow hath her service remembered to your Lop 
and thanks your Lop mos t heartilic for your m emoric of her and writt a lit tle 
of her mynd to you r Lop with the last bearer. For come whc1t will come she 
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must and will glacl lie take a J)art wytll yr Lop and me for the standing of tlic 
house against all the world. 

"So nott troubling yr Lop fard er, l rest, and sall still God willing conttuue, 
" Your lop's obedient sonc ever to be commanditt, 

"A .. F orbes . 
" I will clcsir your Lop to remember the B. of Dumblane t o perfytt my turn and 
be 'Naltcr Hay's advyse spea k t o tbe B. ·of Cathness. Forgctt not yr own turn 
with Drum eyther-vVreit t o h .im again, for it w,lS long delayit." 

Alexander Forbes vvas 22 when he wrote this letter and had been married 
five years to Pitsl igo's daughter. She had alrea dy had three children, of 
whom two were dead. 

Jo r62S the same J ohn F orbes who had the -passport to Persia, second 
lawful son o-f Ar thur, Lord Forbes, summoned William Gordon of Balgonie 
for wrnngons occupation of Cn.ldrumcs Bray a.ncl the sheepfolds, being part 
and portion of the lands of Putachic and Keig, of which the said John 
Forbes was "Proprietor. " His fath er, Arthur, must have made them over 
to J ohn Forbes on the cl ea lh of his own brother, David Forbes of Putachie ; 
t hongh in the same year Lord rorhcs is found paying, in his own name, 
one third of t he " girsum " 1 for Keig teinds to the Bishop of Dunblane, for 
the above-mentioned est a tes. 

For the year 1633 there is yci another " }\fomorial" drawn up by 
. .\.rthur, roth Lord Forbes, " before a Journey t o Ed inbruch, ye 26 of-f 
October 1633 yeir." (Slightly abridged, items of no g··neral interest being 
omitted.) 

1. " H em to cause J on Strachi n rneit m e at fottc rcarnc a nd advertyse him in 
tymc on Te_ ,sday :Lt nicht ye 29 day o tI October. 

'.! . " It em to veisit ye Lady T horni toune in my going south. 
3. " Item to wry t anc letter t o my lord og il vy out of thorntoun e and appoynt 

qh r. we sail meit a nd q h day a t Dundie. 
5. "Item. To vi sit ye old Lady drum O in K ellie as I go so lli:h and scha u her 

anent her sonc. 
G. "Item to ride to Rires and t a k him with me to Edinbruch and informc him. 
7. "Item t o ryd c to halzearcl [Halyards] to :,\fr. Androw Skein and tak hi.m wt 

me to Edinbruch and inform him weill . 
8. " Item To wrytc letters to my Lord of Lithcou , ye Mr. of Elph inston, my 

lord off balmerinoch, ye Jard off onnstoune, and Hunter and yoL1ng F awsidc, 
t o meit me in Ecl.inbruch ye Jyfft day off November be t en hours and send 
yem out of leith t o yem. 

9. "Hem t o wrytt to my lord Elphinstoune qt clay I will sec him at Elphinstounc. 

1 " Grass um," pay m ·nt to ,L la ndlord b y a tenant on entering on the lease of a 
fa r m . A kind o f p re mium. 

"Lad y :.\farion Dou glas, dau ghter o f R obert, E arl of B 11 cbau, wife of Alexander 
Irvine. [n r 622 she bad a life-rent charter of t he lands o f I(clli c in F ife. H er husband 
had died in 1630. 
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I L " Item t o advys w t m y aclvocat and agent and lat yem sec ye s umuns a nd 
to pt1t my answer in wryte in sum better fon ne and scborter, and get my 
information t o ye clerk of secreit co t1 nscl1 and have m y wryte redei to 
instruct. .. . 

r 3. " Item t o help Claud Hamiltoun t o get ane decreit on h is right . 1 

14. " Item to speik \Vm fa irly in Edinb ru cb t o help him to redeem hi s plenishing 
an d heest it nort h and hirnsel[ cfter it, with his decreit and t o assur h im be 
will get no more siller [silver] nor victual from m e, g uy d it as he lyli:e. 

15. " Item t o put ane seill to my chartour wt. Harthill h is name and arms. 
16. "Item To advyse with R ires and u th crs anent m y ri chts a nd inhibitiones 

and arestments wt my sone and quh eur I sall ge t reli eff o f \Vm. Dick, Robert 
I<:eith wryter, ye laird Drn m's act ione, Blacktoune 's actione, P et er R eid's 
actione, and clyvers uthers a nd qt sa ll be don e Rnent my two doch tcrs yer 
rights and inhibitions a nd arestrnents yron. 

19. " Item to inquyr giff Rober t Ga rd in servitour t o ye lard of Blackfurd de­
lyver it: my letter a nd ye sih·er yrein t o georg st cuart my agent or t o \ •Vm. 
Cbalmcr wryter to ye s ignet . 

20 . " Item to try out an e suITicient ma n y t will p layc my actionne first agens 
Makintosch a nd Grant 2nd against Allan l\lakkonecl eny 3rd agens snm 
stratloune m en, 4/lt agens sum Cathnes m en. 

2r. "Hem t o deill wt my lord oJT i\.l ar tn get an wa rrand t o his ba illi e t o clo me 
justice and specia ll y agens :\lex. E splein and Thomas Troup and ut hers and 
t o cause doo Justice wt dil igence. 

2 2 . "Item t o i:J.y at Wm. Dick and a ll uthers tha t has intelligence in forrnn 
countries q r and qhou my t wa sonis ar, And gif m y eldes t SOil e be releissit or 
not a nd qt houpes of his eslait:. • 

23. "ltem to sumu nd ye witnesses agens Adam Abercrom by 3 t o yt clay yt he 
is sun1-mund to be fore ye sccrcit counsel!. . . . 

27. "Item qhen I have sum y cli ll lloure, to lu ik out a ll m y wryt es a nd papers y t 
I t ak south and yra fter eik yis memoria l!. 

28. " Item, Giff I ha ve sih·er eneuch, to buy sum things in Ecl 11 • and m ak ane 
m emorial! yroff qt it sall be and t ake ye a dvyss off sum yt h es skill yrto. 

29. " Item ane bu ik callit ' ye sanctu a ry off a trublit scull ' and sum uther gui d 
liti ll buike and sum t obacco coft [bough t]. 

30. " ltem summ unds agens J ames Tarnsoune in Tolleys for bra.k of a restm ent 
and ncu le tter off arestrnent neccssitat ." 

(011 the back of t his lenglhy document is written : " Memclm of wryt:cs 
and information sent sout h wt Alex . forbcs o ff Bredh aard ·1 contrnr Adam 
Abercromby, styllit off au ld Raine " ye 29 off October 1633.") 

Thi paper is an cx trnorclinarily interesting one as a picture of the 
times-showing what an event was a journey of abou t ISO m iles from 

1 Second husband of his half-sister , :\fa rgare l. 2 See next page. 
3 Sec Appendi x, page 173. ·1 Breda. 
·' Eighteen months la ter, Ap ril, r635 , J_ord Fo rbes complains to t he Council t ha t 

" Ada m Abercromby in Auld rnyn e and others carry arms in defiauce o-f t he la\\' .i nd 
assaul t his servants." 
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Donside to Edinburgh- which now takes at most four or iive hours; ancl 
s howing further the number of legal entanglements in which every landed 
proprietor found himself involved ; t il e simplicity of a man who so seldom 
bought anything that he must ask adv ice of t hose more conversant with 
t he great world; and the cli!Ttcultics of communication with the Continent, 
whereby the three sons of the writer, on foreign service in Germany, were 
wholly lost to sight : Alexander, the Master, ,,vas a prisoner after Lutzcn ; 
t he others were John, the third son (see page 200) in 1635, and \,Villiam, 
who survived till 1654. ; the two youngest sons, who were eventually killed 
in Germany, were at this time boys of 17 and 18. Arthur had also three 
daughters, Barbara, Lady Seaforth, wbo was already m arried, Anna, 
af terwards Mrs. Forbes of Echt, and Elizabeth, afterwards lVIrs. Skene 
of Skene. 

The penultimate item is particularly quaint, showing a desire perhaps 
for some antidote to so much legal stri fe, to which however Lord Forbes 
again returns in the somewhat vindictive item concerning James Thomson. 

A rather pathetic document, of date July 2nd, 1636, is a 
" Suspension ,tt the instance of Arthur Lord Forbes o ( a d ecree of lawburrows 
obtained again st him by \Villi.am Gordon of T ulloch," among ofher reasons given 
being the large amount of security demanded, and " Lord Forbes is na ways 
Marquis, Viscount nor Erle, but oa lie ane nackecl lyfrenter of anc small part and 
portion of his old estaits a nd liveing of Forbes." 1 

On September 17th, 1636, an Agreement was drawn up between Arthur, 
Lord Forbes, and Dame J eane Setoun, his spouse, conjunct feears and life­
Tenters of Putitcl1ie and Keig, and \\' illiam Gordon of Tulloch , respecting the 
1foss called by the former the Bishops l\'Ioss, and by the latter the Moss of 
Tulloch. The Moss to be used by both parties and their t enants in common 
as heretofore, without prejudice to eit her to discuss their rights by action of 
law "which salbe no brak of freindship," mutually discharging all letters of 
lawburrows and other actions and pursuits between the parties. 

In 1638 Arthur, Lord Forbes, prepared another iV[emoranclurn (showing a 
quarrelsome state of mind) " off actioncs I have to suit be law " : [n6] 

1. "flem ane actione I have aganis Mack.intoscb chief off ye clanchattan. 
2 . "lleni. I have ane actione agai.nis allan 1'1'.fackclonalcl Chief off the clan 

camronc and horn ing againes him and certainc o-f bis servancls this 24 ycir 
bygane for spulzie oE 2+ Ky out of CorgarJI. 

3. " Item. I have ane act ione againis sum Caitl111css men anent Dunbcath 
Sin klar, I have horning and inhibition aganis them for g ry t sam es p,lyed be 
me for them. 

·I· "Item, 1 have ane ,lctionc agancs J ohne L citlt o f 1-Iartbill and I have corn­
p rising of hi s lands and inhibition againis him and horning againes some o[ 

his tenants for soumcs payit be m e for them .~ 

1 Sec page 176 for the smallness of the" li,-eiug." 
' :\ rlhur. Lord Forbes. had s:Ls inc ou I-fart hill , 10 Se pt. 1633. 
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5. "Item. I have actione againes George Gordonc in Logie-Altone and horning 
and captione a.gainis hiin for soumes peyet be me for him. 

6. " Item, I have four thousand markes on the Laird tolquhonc his Landis of 
Little Ythfeg. I have the heritable right, ancl captain La,1Tence Sinkler 
has the lyffrent yrof. 

7. "Item, I have comprising of Tolmacl and FoclclerlJirse for my twa dauchtcrs 
tochergoocl, Echt and Skein Cwkich shows that A 111w and Elizabeth, 1·espectively 
28 and 27, were then married] and my lyfrent landis therefor to be made frie 
yrof and my bands and writs restorit to me be Leslie and 11thcrs. 

9. " Item, Caskieben 1 rests me :four or fyve hundrctt marks itnent t he La.ncls 
Dunbeith a.nd my sister ~ ,Lis much to me. 

10. " Item to be fri ed of Bl,tcktouncs cau tionrie and the land back. 
II. "Item I have ane action against those that brnk rny house of Putachie and 

has them rcgistrat at the Horne before the justice in Edinburgh ancl letters 
of captione against them. 

(No olhe1' details of this outrage have so Ji/,)· been fowul .) 
12. " Item, I have ane aclio11 against ccrtainc rcbellis in Blackwater and Strath­

cloune, quh;1. are responsibcll and horning against them. They are the 
klarqucss men." 

This last item would seem to imply that the attack on the house of 
Putachie was ngineerecl by the Gordons in yery comprehensible retaliation 
for the part Lord Forbes had played against Huntly in former years. 

The year r638 was almost the middle of what Spalding in his history 
ca.Us the "Trubles." According to him they lasted from r624 to r645. 
Lord Forbes and his family were always on the side of the Covenant and, 
as Aberdeenshire was chiefly Royalist, the Forbeses suffer cl accordingly. 

The death of Arthur, Lord Forbes, occurred between the 9th of February 
and the r6th of September, 164r. 

As already seen, he was rna1Tiecl before he was 20, February 5th, r6oo, 
to Jean, daughter of Alexander, 4th Lord E lphinstone (with whom his fath r 
had had many disputes), and had ten children, as follows:-

Six sons a.ncl three daughters by his wife­
I. Alexander, afterwards IIth Lord Forbes; born, I6oI. 

2 . John ; died young. 
3. Colonel John (sec111ul11s), born at Drumminor November, 2nd, 1608. 

(He had a letter from King Charles I. to t he Shah of Persia, Decem­
ber 2nd, r635. The let ter is at Castle Forbes, see Illustration faci ng 
p. 200.) 

+ Colonel \.Villiam, born in Fiddes, February 2nd, r6r4. "\Vent to the 
German wars, as did his brothers-killed there, l\fay r6th, r654. 

5. Captain Arthur, b. at Dunbe,Lth, Aug 29th, r6r5-killed in Gemrnny. 

1 George J ohnson, husband of Margaret, daughter o f \Vill iam, 7th Lord Forbes, his 
aunt. 

'There is a. sasinc of 1633 "Hatificalion of the town and lands of Dal four l\fargan, t 
Forbes, Lady Dunbcath lo Arthur, Le!. Forh •s." 
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6. Captain James, born, r6r7. Also killed in Germany. 
7. Barbara, born at Druminnor, January r7th, r607 ; married, r628, 

George, zncl Earl of Seaforth, and had issue. 
8. Anna, born at Druminnor, }larch rst, r6ro ; m. Arthur Forbes of Echt. 
9. Elizabeth, born at Ficldes , :.\farch 8th, r6n; m. James Skene of Skene. 
He had one illegitima.tc son, :.\-[ajor John Forbes ; k illed in Germany. 
The youngest daughter, Elizabeth, married J ames Skene, 14th Laird 

of Skene, in 1637, as on July 14th a sasine was drawn up in her favour o[ 

the lands of Letter ancl Broomhi.11 for her jointure. On December 20th, 
r629, her brother Alexander, Master of Forb . , had signed an obligation 
on her behalf for payment of 4000 rnerks secured on a tenement in Aberdeen 
" ex boreali parte by Keyhead " ; this was assigned by Elizabeth herself 
with consent of her father , Arthur, Lord Forbes, on July 5th, r637, t o J ames 
. kene, her future husband. James , kene ,vas a loyalist and ,1 friend of 
:\[ontrose. 

" He had the misfortune, soon after his marriage 'lo be b itten by a s wine in the 
knee, and his lady who liked gacleing about and had an expensive t urn, persuaded 
him for his cure to go to 1.he wells of Germany. They stayed there a year or hrn 
with a brother of hi s, a merchant, and by hi s wife 's expensive turn , bronght the 
estate under a great load of debt. He rlied young-the said Elspet Forbes 
lived a widow on th e esta.te till t he year 1695." (MS. Hist01y of Shenes .) 

James Skene seems to have died in 1656, when his elcl st son, John, suc­
ceeded as 15th Laird , and Elizabeth Forbes drew ber join ture off the es tate 
for nearly 40 years. 

J ames, the second son , was a martyr for the Covenant and was hanged 
in the Grass :Market, December 1st, r68o. 1 

There was one daughter, Barbara Skene, who manied her cousin, George 
Calder of Aswanlcy. 

The following items from t he Burgh Acconnts of Aberdeen refer to the 
10th Lord Forbes. 

The first, while he was sti ll Master of Forbes, i .e. before the death of his 
father and brother . 

" r604. Item, mair to Braig the post, to c:U"ie ane .let ter t o my Lord a nd m a ister 
of Forbes for staying at Barthol fa ir, r lib." 

The second for t he entertainment of himself and hi s brother-in-law. 

" r612. Item, for ane gallone wyne. & sex buslis confcctionis, t o presen t my 
Lord Forbes and the Tlfaister of Elpbinstonne, 6 lib. 10.s." 

1 James Skene kept a common p lace book wh ich contains notes on various Forbeses, 
especially "the las t words and testimony spoken by that famous and worthy noble 
lady, Mrs. Marga ret Forbes , m y lady Duffus, dowager, who died spo use to Gordoostoun 
yeir 1677. " She was great niece to James Skenc's mother, b ecame fomth wife o f the 
1st Lord Duffu , and first wife of the '.?nd S ir Robert Gordon of Gordonstoun . She 
<lied in childbirth. (Sec page 211.) 
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The third, at the christening of the 10th Lorcl Forbes' sixth son, James, 
who was born ?l'farch 25th, r617 . 

" r6 r7. Item, to the provest and baill ies being invited be my Lord F orbes, to 
be h is goss1p1s, and given t hame of drink silver at thair being in F uddes. 
24 lib. 4.s.Sd ." 

Al)PENDIX roR ARTHt:R, 10TH LORD FORBES. 

DOCUMENTS, ETC. 

"J 6I2 Inventar of t he Laird o f P uttachie 's wryts, delh·erit to Thomas Burnett 
of Eenetty :r cnnerty]. (Amo11g the loose jmpers.) 

" i\Icmoriall of the wryts the Guel man of Kcnetty bas in keiping of David Ii'orbes 
of Puttachie, which Inventa.r \\' :Ls ma.id at Kenetty t he twenti i ane of February 
ane thousand sex hundred and twelf yeirs. 

" Item-the charter and sea.sing o( Puttucbie a nd Auchterkeig. 
" Item, the charter and seas ing of Glenl:oune. 
" Item, t h e seasing of the house of Aberclene. 
" Item, my mothers renunciation of the Glcntoune. 
" Item, my mothers renunciation of the half lands of Auchterkeig. 
" ltem, the contract betwixt James Forbes my brother and me of the pleugh 

of Auchterkeig presentlie occupie t be Arthur Urquhart. 
"Item . The contract betwixt John Farquhar and me on Eister Glcntoune. 
" Item. The contract betwixt Johne Strachane in Auchterkcig and m e on 

h is pleugh. 
"Item, ane ba nd of Jolme Strachane a nd Arthur Urquhart for guid neigh­

bourhood. 
" Item, a ne letter of Warrand ice of my Lot·d Forbes being caution (or ane 

suspensione rai ·it be the Lady Thainstone. 
"Item. PaiTick Farqul1ar his renunciation of Eister Glentoune And I the 

said Thomas Burnett of Clunye, Grant me t o have rcceivit from the 
said David the haill wryts above spet and obliges me, my heirs servitors 
and assignees to clelywer the said ,1Tyts back again to the sd David 
Forbes of P uHachie a nrl in his absence to Arthur Lord Forbes bis 
brother, in case of hi s decease and 110 1tlherwaycs to the sd. Lorcl. 1 

.·1 ctio11s for 'J.'n:spass. 

(70] "On September 20th, 161 .1, David Forbes, icar of Putachie, brother of 
Arthur, and Dame Janet Seton, the ir mother, summon ' t he Gordons of Bal­
gownic for wrougous occupation of part of the lands of Putachie,' and five days 
later Arthur, Lord For bes, in his own name a nd in that oI his little son, Alexander, 
.Master of Forbes, summons ' George Gordon of Tcrpersie and A.lex. Troup in 
Quhyteley fur trespass mid wrongous occnp:1tion of the lands of Marchmar and 
Edin lmnchoric.'" 

1 The last item of t he above seems to show lhat Asthnr and his only full-brother 
were not on th e: best: of terms. 
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On l\farch 6th, 1-6!6, Arthur, Lorcl Forbes, assigns to Alexancl r, }faster 
of Forbes, the teind sbc,wes of Putachi , Balgonie, Brunney, Auchterkeig, 
Pcttindreich, Auchnagathill, Glentoun, Arsballach, Crm1everan and }I.ill 
of Alford , of all of which he describes himself as Li(erenter. The Assignation 
is witnessed by " J ames Forbes, brother natural of the said Lord." (See 
page n4.) 

" On 24th Sept. I6I7, b,:jo1'e Jo!.11, .·l bbot of Lindoris, contract was s igned bctwi:i: 
my Lorrl Forbes rmd Jvl aister A nrlrow Ca'/1/ minister at A lf1ml a.nent the pcice la.ml 
·in .,Jlf1 wrl sett to the sa.irl l\foister Amlrow only off gu·idwill. A . .D. I6I7. (Ab1··idged 
from the original iu !h e cha.rte1· chest cit Haughton.) 
"At .-\.ufurd the threttein day of December the year of God j 111 • YI0 and sewintein 
yeiris. lt is appointed . . . betwixt a ne noble and potent lord, J\rthur Lord 
Forbes and Maiste r Andrew Cant minister ,lt A ufurcl . .. in m anner following, 
That is to say the said noble Lore! settis . . . to the said Maister Andrew ... 
t hat litt ill peice of land ca l lit The Dykbous, lyancl contiguc to the glcib of Aufurd 
stankit about and castin with a ne stank,1 and marched with the said stank as 
the samen is presentlie kennit, having the said gleib on the west ancl the dyk 
a nd unl,Lborecl landis on t he east a nd south partis thcrof . .. ·within the lordschip 
or Forbes parochin off Aufurd and schi refdomc of Abirdene ... to be usi t 
... be the said ?lfaistcr Andrew during the said noble .Lordis will alla nerlie 
payand t herfor yeirlie .... tuentic schillingis Scottis money . . .. In wi tn es 
qhairoff both the saidis parteis hes subscriv it this prescntis . before t bis 
witnessis James Forbes off Tomadis J ohn Forbes of Gask and John Fo1·bes 
servancl to the said nob le Lord a nd \Villi.im Cuik, notar . 
" Jaml!!; Forbes witnes . Arthur L. Forbes. 
" J ohnne Forbes witnes. :\fr. Androw Cant with my band." 

1618. Among the Tolquhon charters is to be found an instrument of 
r'signation by Arthur, Lord Forbes, in favour of his eldest son, .Alexander, 
Master of Forbes, and sasine thereon on a tenement in the Shiprow of Aber­
deen, formerly belonging to David, the said Lord's brother, December 
23rd, 1618. 

There is also among the Tolquhon writs a charter, granted in I6z9 by 
Arthur, Lord Forbes, to 

J ohn, his second son, 
William, his third son, 
Arlhur, his fourth son, a.nd 
James, his fifth son, of the town ~md lands of Little Ythsie "obtained 

by back-bond from Tolqnhon." 
In 1633 a contract was made between Arthur, Lord Forbes, and Dame 

Jane Elphinstone on the one part and John Forbes of Putachie their (second) 
son oI t he ot!Pr part, ,..vhich requires some explanation . David Forbes of 
Putacbi was the only full brother of Arthur ; at one time he held these 

1 Ditc h. 
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lands, but di d in 1617. There had been a contract be tween Arthur and 
David and J ohn, ?lfay 2rst , r6r6 (John ,vas then 8 years old). l3y the 
present contract Arthur makes over to John (who later received the 
le tter to P ersia) the whole estate of Putach.ie , with th e right to redeem 
it for £6. J ohn then " se t " or let t he whole back to his fath r a nd 
mother on certain conditions, one of wlliclt ·was that no wood on th · sta.te 
was to be cut or des lroyed. Putachie seems in several generations to have 
r ma ined in the hands of a yo unger son, while the head of the family re. idecl 
at Castle Forbes (Drurnim1or). 

[ro8] P . JLj . L ETTE R FRO ~[ 1,;:.\T II E IH:--IE , HALF S IS TER OF A RT HU R, IOT I! L ORD. 

" F or a ne Noble Lord 
" and h er Loving 
" brother m y L ord Forbes . 

(Inclorsecl by Lord Forbes, "' Letter from ye Lad ye R othemaye ye 27 ofi :No,·cmber 
am! on ye said day it was alletlgit t hat ye corns off freindraucht war b urnt . 
163,1.' ) 
" l\ Iy lord and Joveing brother, 
"plcass your Lo, these rebellious gent ilmen I who opinli e contemns t he Lawes, 
com heir to i:hc place of Rothim ay y istcrni cht i:he -6 oi th is i11 stm1t Novem ber , 
and have b kcn th e keyis in thair owin custod ic desyring m e athcr i:o r em ove m y 
self and fa milic or othcrwayis to tak a pairt of the hous for our selfs fo r t hay will 
rema in h eir. If I be content it is weall, if I be not content i:hay kn ow what cours 
to tak, I heir they have said to m y bairns t hey my n cl i:o put m e out, if I gruge 
to le t them s ta.y wi thin . I resa,·cd a cha rge from F rentlracht to compcir befir 
t he counsel] i:he r6 clay of Decem ber, t hi r a.r two ex t remit ies fo r m e whilk ma.ks 
me clonbt sum o what I sal l doc. If 1 com pair no t, I am in cl a nger of t he L aw, 
if 1 compeir a nd a ba ndo n my hous and childre n and leave m y estate t o th e 
govcrmuent of theis cha lmerlans, I k now not what com pt t hay w ill rnak to me, 
sieing t h ey refu se to be comptablc to the K ing and hi s counsel!. I w.ill assure 
your Lo this m at er is lyk t o draw very cl cip and not to encl so sone as m any 
belivcs . F or m y seli l cllll set in the m ids betwixt t wo ext rc,1ms not knowing 
what way to turn . so 1 intrect you r Lop to w reit t o m.c your a clvysc. Bot 1 wold 
have yow t o consult wt. s um o f the wysest of our frcinds, since I can n ot ha ve 
the commoditic t o speak t o them at thi s tymc. 

"So remitting all farther to your Lop answeir I remain 
"yom Lop lovci ng Si ster t o be commanclit 

" KA TJ-I E RJNE FORBES . 

" R othiemay thi s 27 of 
·· November 1634." 

Dame Katherine Forbes, Lady Rothicmay, had to stand her trial in 
Edinburgh in r636 on the charge of "sheltering light horsem en within the 
,,·ood of Rothicmay and p rovyding them wi th victuals and aille , w hereby 

1 cr la io mem bers of t h e Gordon famil y . 

l ._ ,., 
/ ~ 
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she became airt and pairt in the thefts , burnings, sornings and depredationes 
committed upon Frenclra11ght." The feud between the hvo houses dated 
from t he killing of her husband and the subsequent tragedy of the burning 
of Frenclraught when young Rothicmay was burnt in the To,ver with Lord 
John Gordon under most suspicious circumstances on October 8th, 1630. 

She had first been put to the horn for not appearing before the Council 
to answer various charges, and in 1635 she was ordered to remain in ward 
for the offence of " resetting " (or receiving) rebel Gordons. 

She complains that being a prisoner she can get no rents. 

" Now the truth is, the time assigned to l1er was iu tbe great storm, quhilk 
fell out in the late winter, when there was no possibilitie of travelling on horse 
nor foote--otherwise she would have appeared before thei1· Lordships and cleared 
bersell of the foresaid imputation." 

She found caution and was released. 
She now complains of robbery of her " horse " and assault upon her 

daughter Helen . She was allowed sustenance out of her estate. 
She was also accused of connivance in a retaliatory outrage against the 

Laird of Frendraught on August 3rd, 1636, but was given her liberty in 
March, 1637, by the special order of King Charles I., conveyed in a royal 
letter from vVhitehall of February 16th, being ordered to remain south of 
the Forth until the month of July. She was eventually acquitted. 

The roth Lord Forbes seems also to have hacl to deal firmly with male­
factors in the county. An amusing i\-IS. concerns Adam Abercromby, who 
appears to have been a most undesirable great-uncle of John Abercromby 
of Authorsk, of Francis, Lord Glasford, and of Dr. Patrick Abercromby, 
a Jacobite and author of Nfartial Achievements of the Scott£sh Nat.ion. 

It is headed "The true description of Adam Abercromby, h.is birth, 
his lyffe and his manners 1634." 

"This Adam's Granther was ane wicked man and troubled all the country about 
him, both far and near and there falling out ane quarrel beh,.,-ixt the Laird of 
Balquhane's forbears and him, the Laird 0 £ Balquhane came to the lands of 
Tarries where he dwelt and hrnnt him quick, so being given to violence, he maid 
a violent encl. 
"Then his son (that was brunt) was thLs Adam Abercrombie's father and was 
fair war. \Vhere his father troublit one man, this Adam's father troublit three, 
both by cause and but (without) cause, and then he married the laird of Brux's 
daughter for the tymc, and a[ter she bad borne him bairnes he put her away and 
being uneasie, he married most unlawfully the Laird 0£ Balqubain's daughter, 
who had brunt his father, \\·hich was plain adultery, his Ji.rst wy.f being alive ; 
and the more that this last woman was Adam Abercromby's mother and so he 
was gotten in adul tery and after his unlawfol maniage this Adam's father being 
a restless man, fell in trouble with the Gordons of the house of Leicheston and 
two of the brothers callit Gordon being greatly ,nongit by him, they stabbit 
tb is Adam's father in anc moss being at his hawking and causit his awin clogg to 
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eat his lmrns [bra in~] and some of his flcshe, so ane ill lyf made ane ill end and 
t hus bis grandfather was burnt, his father was stabbit, and this Adam himself 
gotten in adultery . 

"Thus declaring the said Adam's birth, I will now speak of his lyff and 
mc1nners. H e exceeds ill wickedness his grandfather and bis father and suqxtssit 
them in malice and gyff be gat audience and credit he had many t o bear him 
out-he t hrough-gane a ll the north of Scotlan I quarterly about, at Jenst uncc in 
the year in Edinburgh and when he came to be a rnan he fell in adult ery wit h 
Hartbill ' s wyfo, J anet Gordon, sister to this lai nl o-f Gight. The said Acl.tm had 
a wyff oI h is aw Ln, sac it was double adu lterie and near the degree o( incest to 
marrie twa. brothers wy1Js and when he ent er with her be had neither cott nor 
sark nor hose nor schoo n, bt1t stark-and she causit buy t o h im , and the ma n is 
yet alive wh bought t hem to her and gat silver from her and sometime malt 
a nd meal t o buy th 111 with and \\·ill yet declare the sam e, and so he li\·ed cru el, 
sometime living in adu ltery, she being Hart hill 's wyfe for the ti.me-as the proof 
for adu lt ery hacl against her by the ministers and kirk in the north whi ch we 
have here present to instruct your Lordship oI the verity thereof, and while itt 
was more shameJull, it is a lledgit she being un der double adu lt ery with him she 
nrn de a. contract of marriage with him a long tyme before Harthill her l111 sband 
(which was her husband) departed th.is lyff a nd the witness to this contract were 
the aukl laird of Bi.rkenbog and Robert Abercromby, brother to the sd Adam and 
\.Vm . Lesley in Ryehi!l and }fr. l\.nc!rew :\bercromby who is now minister in the 
kirk of F intray, but t hen \1·as not admitted anc minister and subscribi t by Adam 
_.\bercromby himse!I and be J anet Gordon now his wyft and after the subscrybing 
t hereof the sd contract of marriage and t he charter of seasing oI the sa id J a net, 
her Smithy lands of Au ld Rain with such other writs and all that she had was 
deliverit to H ector :\bercromby of Fettern eir in keeping, which was for the 
grytter assurance t hat shee should marrie his brother Adam and thi s was clone 
the yeir before her husband Hartl1il l departcu this lyfe ·which the four witnesses 
will not deny on thei r grt aitb being passed t hereupon a nd this was notorious 
kenned to the i\Jinist rs and was so manifes t his adultery . . . t his Adam 
Abercroroby . . . [torn] and he call sit ane pri est most unlawiullie roan:ie them, 
because be wold not have gotten marriage in Scotland in respect of the mani.fest 
and b ra zen adultery com.mittcd by him with h e r who is n ow bis wyff and getting 
some m oneys by her-two and three thousand merks a yeir a ll out o f Harth.ill 
and thfa Harthil l go t nothing himself to live on . He (ii.dam ) trnubling a ll men 
about him as l think his name is oftener heard (as the regi stry will rccor l ) before 
your Lop. or a ny other chie f in the nort h. 

"The said Adam Abcrcromby tbii.: Adam, and George Gordon with him 
now are at 1.hc burn for tbe murder of one cal lit Barclay and have the horning to 
produce to your Lop. H e has with him a11c R ubert Dempster who munlerud h is 
awin good brother under night shame fully and have the horn._ing and caption 
ready to serve . The samen likewyse he has anc Alex. Lesly who i:; at the horn 
for hurting ane l\ lr. J ames Ogilvy his gooclbrother and for hu1-ti11 g of Patrick 
Gcll ie und er nigh t , dayley in company wilh him who is excommunicat at the 
hurn, as t hu process here present will dcclair. Further there is ane J ohn Lobban 
at t be horne for slaughter and murder a nd i:-; his dayly t acksnrn11 and was tbe 
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sp ecial instrument between F rendraught and R o th iemay and goes about where 
he may ft ncl anie troub le or ques tion. \Vhen par t ies arc agreed h e goes be twixt 
t hem , a ucl horning an d captions there is severals, agains t the said J oh n Lobban. 
T he Laird of Balq uhain, Wm. L eslie of R yehill a nd Wm. Abcrcromby at the 
:Mill of Dm:noch are dayly wit h Ad am Abercrombie. llk an e of t hem o ne or 
several t ym cs at the ho rn anu no i.ndem ning servit. Now t hese m en, being a t 
the h orne for m u rder, t heft a nd gryte oppression ancl som e cxeommunicat, they 
a.re dayly with the sd Adam and wear h agbntts and pistollis and the s I Adam by 
craft wea rs hagbutts and p is tolls and except they ra ik hell th ey shall no t fi nd 
such ane ba nd of rebells com bined t ogether to t he contempt oI God a nd m a n and 
thro ' envy a nd sco rn of the lords of counsel I, he has some of t hese rebells wTitten 
h is comm ission against H arthill , beca use tbc lords of t he Secret Co unsell kennis 
them not, b u t t hi nk s t hem t o be honest m en- but Adam dare never bring a.n ie 
o f t hem t o Edinburgh wit h him as the copic of the comm ission will declare, and 
this he does in con temp t of Cod and man and fu rt her t h e sa id Adam h as m a de 
himself bare m an a.nd given h is ri ghts oi all he has to h is brother H ector 
Abercromby of fottern eer as tbe oottar i\:l r. Patrick Ch eyne hi s Int imat ior wi ll 
declare, so as he's l iab le when he liJ,cs, and not lya blc if he so p leases . 

" So, as his b irth is evil l- his life worse and so is his a cti ons worst against 
Hart hill , as sail be shewn in a nc other scroll fo llowing on the o ther side." 

The scroll rcfcn-ed to is unfortunately not extant. The only other 
ment ion of Adam Abercromby in the papers of Arthur, Lord Forbes, being 
of date April, 1635, when he complained to the Privy Council. (Sec page 166.) 

" T o T li e trcwlie :No bill and 
" his m ost R espec ' . guid 
" Lord , m y Lord Forbes These 

[Indorsed "Letter from i\fr. Thomas Gordoune of pettinclreich a nent his gudsone 
T nlloche ye ,1 off September 1ti36."] 

"Trelie :Nobi ll 
"Since Oi-. Chei.ffts ' Bu riall I have no t m et wt. my guid sone T oullouche ,;o t hat 
in schort I can not perfit le resolve yor. L op . i.f the caut ione be scvt. or not. Bot 
wt . Godis grace the m orrow onis Before two eft none I salt se y or . Lord : in 
Polfloog wt. tl1c <.:er tautie of all, as a lso I m nst a <.:y_uai.nt yor. L op . wt. ane fard r. 
commissio n c fro m my brotl1er Clu ny in y ,tt sam e par t icular (Lat i\Iater i,; go as 
t hey will ). I sail n ot in m y owin pcrsonc be oblivious of Yor. Lop. former 
courtas is in R ecord ing to freinrl s yor. Lord kynd a nd generous form c of Dealing 
wt. my guidsonc, (Notwiths tanding som e of his gross ovc rsihti s of dcwtie). 
T hus contid ent of yor. Lop wise considera te o [ m e, and th e p remisse in unfe nizit 
Love and service R em em brt to yor. Lord and to yor. Lord ver tius and nobill 
Ladey, chi.Ids, k issing yor. Lord: hands La t me still con ti now 

" Yor. Lord . Trewlic a.ffcct iont 
" B ut charg to serv you 

" I ettindr. 
" T hcs ai·c [mm cd iatlc cft the recept. of yor. Lordscbipes ." 

1 The chi ef of T hom:16 Gordon w::is. o f conrse. l he i s l Ma rq uess of H un t ly. who 
died a.t Dundee in his "w;rntl bed ." J une 13 th , 1G3G . 
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.z-637. Re11 /nl of Putachie, etc. 

"I3 ]mt I637 The Rcntall of yt pt of ye parocli of K igge belonging to my 
Lord Forbes, give n up be A rthur Lo. forbcs and subt. be him at P utad1i e. 
"Pulacl1ie. Thn.:c plc11ghs, three chalclers o [ vittuall, two pai r t m rnll, a nd thricl 
pt malt with three scoir pounclis silver ycrly for stock and teincl. 
" Croftes of P.zllachie. Payis fourtic merkis m oney yerly for stock and tcincl . 
" Wesler G!e11to1.1m, with the \. Payis t wenty four bolli s vittuall with fyftie pouncli s 
haggis under ye woo<l. J monie for stock and t eind. 
"New R ·igge. Payis ycrlie for stock and t eincl, twenty bollis vittuall viz twelve 

bollis mcill and eight boUi s malt with fourtie merki s m oney. 
" Summ a of vittuaU fyve chaltlers and twelve bollis. 
" Snmma of silver eight score three poundis, sax shillings eight penies . 
" ltcm. out of th is forcsa icl vittuall vr~yed yecrly to ye minister sax bollis vittuall, 
two pairls rneill thricl pt bea.r, with four score m erkis m oney. 
"Item out of this forcsaicl Land is, payed yecrly to ye Marques of Huntly of few 
d utic, thrili:ie poundis four shillings . 
"Ilem out of ye fotTScl lanclis payed t en poundis for taxn . ycerly." 
" I Arthur, Lord Forbes upone my faythe, honou r and conscience declares that 
my particular lands within ye pa.rochine of E:cig above specifeit as off no gryter 
worthe yeir lie nor yai a r schort lye heir rcntal let in bolls a nd silver and that for 
stok and tcind and that in respect on: ye evil!. yeirs and poverty o!I ye t cn uents 
is bot cvill jmyit as our i\Iiniste1·s hand wryt and parochiners will declare. Y i· 
wrytin and subscryvit wt my awi.n hand." 




