
CHAPTER :\XVIII. 

NE\.VE. 

WILLI.·\~! FORBES of Daacl1, " the White Laird," second son of William, 
younger of Pitsligo (son of t he 2nd Laird) 'l!1d brother of the third, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of John Forbes of Brux, and had two sons, Alexander of 
~ewe an d Jolm of Sunhoney. (Sec p. 384-) William died about r5 r 3 and 
is buried at Coldstone. He was succeeded by his eldest son , 

I. Alexander, first Laird of Newe, who married J ean, daughter of Robert 
Lumsden of Cushnic, and had two sons and three daughters :-

\Villiam, his heir; Patrick of I ittallachie (see p. 382) ; Isobel, maniccl 
(1) Robert Coutts of Ancl1tercoull, (z) James Farquharson, and (3) Robert 
Middleton ; l\fargaret, maITiccl (r) William Skene of Auchtererne and 
(2) Arthm Skene; and a third married Robert Ross of Birsemoir. 

Alexander died in r56r at Auchtercoull and was buried at Coldstone. 
II . V/illi,rn1, second of Newe, had a charter from Robert, Lord 

Elphinstone, May 10th, r560, and sasine of the lands and Mill of Newe, July 
qth, same year . He married Margaret, daughter of J ohn Gordon of Botary, 
by whom he had two sons and several daughters: John, ]1is heir; Alexander 
of Invernochty. (Seep . 383.) He died r57r and was buried at Strathdon. 

III. John, the 3rd Laird, called " Bluebonnet ," had a sasine from Lord 
Elphinstone the year af te r his father's death and a charter from Alexander, 
~·faster of Elphinstone in r59r. He married Isobel Burnett of Leys, and had 
t hree sons and two daughter : Alexander, his heir, \Villiam of Culquhonny 
(sec })age 388), and Jolm, called Blind John ; Mar jory, maITiecl Willia m 
Leith of :Newlands ; and Isobel, dtecl young. 

J chn died in Aberdeen, January 28th, r6r6, and is buri ed t here. 
The first house of Newe was built by John, the 3rd Laird(" Bluebonnet") 

and an old stone bearing his arms and t hose of his wi fe, i.e . the bears' beads 
and cinquc foils of the Forbes of Pitsligo, quar tered with the holly leaf of 
the Burnctts and the letters ].F. and I.B. was on the cas tle when it was 
pulled down in I< 27, and unfortunate!~: clestroyccl. The stone with the date 
r 604 hcLS, however, been preserved, and another smaller one. 

I\' .. -\.lcxander had sasine from Alexander, Lord Elphin tone, as heir to 
his fathe r, December 2nd, r6r6 ; and another sasinc of n'li1town of Towie, 
December 16th, 1633 . H e marri cl J anet Robertson of Lucle and had two 
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sons a.ncl three daughters: Willia m, his heir; John, who marr ied his 
co11sin Isab el an d acquired Newlancls; Isabe l, ma rried \:Villia m F orbes of 
Skell a ter; -- marri ed Gordon of B lelack ; -- nn rried ] onald 
Cattanach of Tolclaquhill. 

Alexa nder di cl I\'ovember 14th, 1654. 
V. \~7illia m, the 5t l1 Goodman of Newc, married his cousin , Helen , 

daughter of Arthur Forbes of Culqnhonny, by whom he had fou r sons and 
three daughters : \:Villiarn, iri s heir; l'atrick , merchant in Aberdeen, 
married and had one son, o.s.jJ.; George of Bella beg (see p. 370); John 
of D eskrie (sec p. 38,1.) ; Isobel, manied George Forbes of Skellater ; 
Helen, rn,1rriecl Acb.m Panton in Miln toun of F yvie ; Agnes, rn arriecl William 
Forbes of Belnaboclach. 

\:ViUiam lied January roth , 1698, and was succeeded by his elcle-t son . 
The second son, P,ttrick, ha 1 sa~ine from his fat her of l he Mill of 1·ewe and 
t hat part of the esta te :;old by Arthur of nlq uhonn y, l\fay 16t h, 1670. 

VI. ~ iilliam, the 6Lh Lai rd, born 1657, married (1) Chr ist ian , daug hter 
of Alexander r·orbes of Boyndlie, by whom be h ad one daughter , Jean , 
married Nathaniel Forbes o r Ardgeilh. He married (2) Iso bel, daughter of 
T homas Stewart of Drumin, by whom he h,td issue, two sons and two 
daughters : John , his heir, baptized December 16th , 1686; Alexander, 
baptized December _2nd, 1687, cliecl young. (Alexander of .l3algonen, 
born r6 '5, whose descendants at one t irn · claimed lo represent Ne\\·e, was 
-not his son, the nntter having been thoroughly investig-1ted , and t he MS. of 
George Forbes, -:Vlinister of Leochel, makes 110 mention of such a son .) 1 

Willirrm, born 1689, died 1706. Iso bel, married J ohn Shaw in Glenca cTie. 
Anne, ma.rried Alexander ?I Iichie in Glencar vie. 

He died Ju ly 22nd, 1699, and was succeeded by his son, 
VII . John, seventh of ~ewe, married .I 11ly 3rd , 1707, Sophia , clalw h ter 

of Ar thur Forbes of Brux, by whom he had six sons and several daughters. 
John is the fast Laird of Newe to make any appearance in Scott ish history . 

H is sympathie during the Jacobite r ising of 1745, when he was a. ma n of 
nearly 60, would seem to hctve been Whig, fro m the fact tlmt two o f h is sons 
were in Govern ment service and also from t he p leas put forward by the fift h 
son who made a brief excursion into J acobitism. John of Bcllabeg, J-irst 
cousin to the Laird of Newe, paid t he Ccss demanded by J ohn Gordon of 
Glenbucket, fo r the receipt is sti ll in existence, the sum being" noon tie nyne 
pounds, fyftein shilli ngs and -z pennies ." T he two eldest sons, John a nd 
\Viliiam, as a lready stated, were in the British Army. J ohn lived to succeed 
to Newe; of Peter , Charles and Alexander nothing is known s,Lve that they 
went abroad and d ied withou t issue. 

Robert, the fifth on, \,ho was about rS years of age in 17,~5, lrnd been 

1 Tli c claims of Alexander of Ba lgoncn and h is descendants were set fo r t-h in a book 
called Forbes of Frwbc.<jicid, bv .-1!,;xa11d~r Forbes . 
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apprenticed to a cabinetmaker, but, in comn10n with ma ny of his contem­
poraries in Aberdeenshire, was won over, either by the glan:10ur of the cause, 
or , as he claimed, by the persuasions of Lord P itsligo , with whom liis fam il y 
,vas con nected . 

It is not quite clear 1chcn he joined th J acobite a rm y, but he was with them 
in Carli sle though not ceS fo rmin g one o ( tile garrison during the Jacobite occu pa­
tion, a nd had made fr iends t11cre. H e would seem to have taken part in the 
march into Derby a nd \\'hen the Prince's ::1rmy rctre,ttcd from Carli sle to Glasgow 
he went with it, and on arrival at Stirling fou nd his Jacobite ardour cooled, a nd 
before the battle o( Fal kirk ht;) deserted and was making bis way back to Carlisle, 
intending to fo llow in England hi s trad o( a ca.binctmaker, when he was app re­
hended near Dumfries in Ja.1111ary , 174li, and take n to priso n in CadislP.. On 
Octobe r z rst, 1746, after hav in:t been nine months in prison, he was tri ed for the 
second t ime, h,wing pleaded guilty at his firs t tria l on September 15th. At the 
second trial he was condemned to be hanged on t ile 15th Nove mber with Charles 
Gordon of Tcrpersie, Col. James Innes, and sever,Ll others who actually were 
executed, but great int erest was ma le on behalf nf young J.<.obert a nd he r eceived 
a pardon conditional on his goin ..,. to join the King 's fo rces under Adm iral 
.Boscawen in the East Indies . He was actually on his way to Portsmouth to 
join t he exped ition, when lie fi rml y refused to s ign the required p apers and in 
consideration of h is you th and bad hea lth from the long confinement, he was at 
length grautecl a free pardon a nd went back to Sco tland. lt is believed that he 
afterwards joined his brothers in the East Indies (but not in a troopship). Large 
numbers o f petitions which eventually :·ecured his pardon still lie in the Public 
Record Office. One gives the certificate o f his baptism by J ohn Lumsden, 
minister of Stra thdon, on ::'.\ovember 3rd, 1727 . It seems not to have been 
noticed that the date o( this reveals the fact that he was at least 19 a t the time 
o f his trial and not r7 as he p leaded. 

Another exculpatory document is signed by one :Mrs. Grace Blacklock of 
Carlisle ,vho sta.tecl " that he had stayed in her house both going to and returning 
from Derby and was most civil and peaceable and always spok e well of the l(ing 
and Cumberland. That he had two brothers officer s under Cumberland and that 
he greatly regretted being with the rebe ls . He had no cockade or High la ud dres~." 

\\Then he ,vas in Glasgnw with the Highland a rmy he was bille ted on the 
R ev. Dr. Leechman, Professor of Divinity, who with his wife, .Bridget Leechman, 
gave testimony on commission at the trial of September 16th, r746, that " th e 
prisoner remained behind and deserted when H .R .H. tl1e Duke of Cumberl and 
had drive n the rebels from Stirling a nd ,,·as taken on his way to fo lJow his business 
in London." The Leechmans a lso signed a very flowery petition in favour of 
" the yonth o.( 17, a younger son of a family remarkable for its attac l1ment t o the 
P rotestant succession, and part icularl y clisting 11ishecl for their unshaken loyalty 
during the rebe lli on of 1715." (Tt is true that the Forbeses who joined Mar were 
mostlyrather clista1JL relatives, with the exception of George Forbes o f Culq11 hon ny .) 
'I'be Leechmans went on to state that " whi le in t heir house, Robert Forbes 
sholl'ecl, by the whole train of hi s conversation, that he was very far from being 
hear ty in a bad canse in which he was unhappi ly engaged a nd on m a ny occasions 
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expressed an evident dislike of the cau5c of the rebels a nd the mcasun:s pursued 
by them and a lways declared that he had no es teem for t he character of the 
P retender's son, etc." This petition was subscribed by twenty-three ministers of 
the Strathdon dist ri ct and eigh t copies of it exist. The reader is lee! to wonder 
why you ng Robert Forbes eve r " came out " at a ll. He ·was certain ly never of 
t he slightes t use to the Cause. One of the petitions puts this plainly when it 
says that "the Rebel Ge ntlemen at Stirling said t hey wished to be qu it o( the 
prisoner for they wou ld he obliged to put him to death- he did their Cause more 
harm than good." 

Finally the Lord Advocate of Scotland, Sir \:\1illiam Grant of .Prestongrange, 
bestirred himself on beha l r o [ Hober t, hi s wife ha Ying had a letter from Robert's 
mother, mentioning that: her eldest son John was a Captain in Lord Loudoun's 
Rcgt. and \:Villiam, the second, was a Lieu tenant in the Scots Royals and had 
been dangerously wounded at Hulst, " and it is hard to lose a ll." Prcs t:ongrange 
wrote to Andrew Stone, begging as a personal favour to himself that the matter 
might be laid before t he D uke of Newcastle: " I confess I was moved with tbe 
ci.rcumstance of the son a t Hulst, wh ich as it heightens the distress of the poor 
lady, appears to me to afford an argument for she1vi.ng her farther compassion in 
respect of the yo unger son, the rebel. " )l'ewcastl e apparently \,Vas also moved, 
and t he young deserter received a pardon, denied to poor old Charles Gordon or 
his young son, to the vetera n ol. J ames Innes, t Sir Archibald Primrose and 
even t o the worthy Farqu harson of i\fonaltrie who had to endure eigh teen years 
of ba ni shm nt in England before he final ly got home. 

I\Ir. Garden, Moderator o ( the Synod of Aberdeen, had given as a reason for 
gran ting a free pardon Sor young Kewe "that the rebels may not rejoice over a 
we ll-affected family losing a poor deluded ch ild." Perhaps that point of view 
a lso shuck the Government. The detail s of t he a fter career of " the poor 
deluded child" are not known. His father died in r7j7. 

H is eldest brother John , the 8th Laird, who was a genuine \1/hig, got himself 
appointed factor on the forfeited es t.a tes of Lovat and others iu the J. or tb, and 
a large amo unt of his conespondencc is p reserved in Edinburgh. He was a lso 
concerned in buying and sell ing again t bat porti on of the estates of the 17th Lord 
Forbes wh ich comprised the old D uchus lands including the old Castle o[ 
Drum innor (see page 27-1). The compiler of t he account there givcu shows some 
animu s against John Forbes o[ Ncwc, but Lord Forbes himself wrote to him several 
friendly ictters on t he subject before and after the sale took place . The brother 
concerned in the negotiations was presu mably William. (Sec page 366.) 

Caµ t::1.in J ohn 1rnmiecl Anne, daughter of Colonel \ Villiam Grant of 
Ballinclalloch, a noted \Vhig oldicr, under t he Duke of Argyll, and had one 
son , John t he ninth and last Laird of Newe of the first family, and t hree 
daughters :-Sophia, who married \Villia rn. F orbes of Skellater, sixth and last 
Jaircl, t hat estate being bought by t he new owner of Newe ; An ne, who 
maniecl in 1767, J ohn Lumscl n of Cusbnie; ;m d Henrietta, married (r) JoJ111 
Forbes of Culloden and (2) Robert Grant, who became of D ruminnor, having 
bought thi s es tate from his fat her-in-law. Captain John Forbes died in 
1775 and was buried at K irkh ill , 1n\·erness- ·hire. His onl y son was a :Major 
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in the 29th Regiment, and nmrried Anne Duff of Muir town. He became a 
bankrnpt and died in the Ring's Bench prison in 1792, wh ere he had been, 
it is said, for nine years, having parted with the estate of Newe to James 
Forbes of Seaton, who resold it to Bombay Jock, brother of the Rev. 
George of Leochel (see page 371). 

Major Forbes' only child was ::Vfo.ry who in 1788 married Sir Arthur 
Grrmt of Monyrnusk, ancl some of the family portraits and other treasures 
went with her to her new home. 

The following delightful letter is to be found among the Delvin rv1S. in 
Edinburgh:-

To ]01·1:>I :rvfACKE KZll:'. OF DELvr;,,;, FROM CAPT. JOHK FORBES OF NEW. 

" Cas t le Leod, 15 Jan. r759. 
1 1 

• "ir, 
" As I underst and you are agent fo r the Earl of Murray, I beg leave to 

acq naint you that in Oct. last there was a whale of 6r or 62 feet in length thrown 
out upon the earl's estate near Connage within my Jurisdiction, as Deputy 
Aclm irnl to my Lord Fincllater. It is needless to trouble you with a recital of 
all that past between Lord ::.\Iurray and me on that su bject especially a.s I am 
informed you have seen the minutes of R Court whicl1 was held at Ardesier on 
that affair. I am advised from Edinr. and it is past a ll doubt, that foe fish in 
question is a royal one ancl several of lesser size have been deemed such, but it is 
objected in th e process that the Earl of Murray ougb t to have been called and 
this neglect ·was no oversight but a piece of respect I paid to m y Lord Murray 
as looking upon t he thing to be of too small consequence to trouble a person of 
hi;; rank and distinction, with a summons before an inferior court . But I am 
advised that it is necessary and ought still to be clone and that altho' he does 
not live in this neighbourhood at present, he may still be cited before the Admiral 
Depute or the High Admiralty Court of Edinburgh. The \Vhale is really of no 
considerable value. The Expenses will soon ran away with the whole and I am 
very unwillin g to give any unnecessary tTouble to the Earl, for whom and for 
his noble family I have the highest respect: and I am s ti ll more unwilling to be 
t he insi.Tumeut of creating any sort of difJcrence betwixt him and a nother noble 
eai'l who is principally concerned here 1 and for these reasons I have adjourned 
the Court from time to time and will do so till I get your answer to the following 
request Viz. T hat altho ' t he Earl of :Murray has promised and writ to me tha t 
the blubber should not be disposed o( till the po int in dispute w;i.s determ iuecl, 
yet I am satis[ycl that his Lordship sball in the meantime give orders to sell it to 
the best avai l, for :fear of perish ing on condition t hat the claim of the Admirnl 
be submitted to any of the crown Lawiers which my Lord Murray proposed at 
firs t. Or if he is now satisfyccl that the \Vhale is a roya.l fi h , I wi ll frankly agree 
-to refer t he value or even the whole matt r to Mr. i\.faclw nzie oI 1 •lvin his L ord­
ship's doer. And as I propose t o be in Ed inburgh in the month of Feb. the cas 
can then be determined. I \\"Onld h;i.\·e done myself the honour to ,nite to my 

1 i.e. Fincllater. 
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Lord Murray but being trn ccrlain w hether he was in London or nc1t, I have taken 
the liberty to give yo u this trouble, £or which I humbly beg pard on and wishing 
you many happy seasons 

" am wt vcty much esteem 
" Si r yr most obed. hum. servant, 

"John Vorbcs." 

The answer to this letter is unforlunately not extant. 

BELLA BEG . 

(" This c -tatc belonged original ly to t he Earl of :\far, then to 1:arqu harsons, 
and on the death of the last .farquha.rson, who nrnrriecl Jane Forbes, came into 
lha.t fami ly." According to the r( ewe family tree the Forbes who married 
James r-arquharson was Isabel, eldest daughter of the 1st Laird.) 

I. George Forbes of Bellabeg, th ird son of William Forbes, 5th Laird of 
:-rewe, was born 1668. He married in 1701, Isobel Forbes of Asloun, by 
whom he had, besides several children who died young, three sons and two 
daughters :-

John, hi s heir; George, wine merchant in London, and William, baker 
in Banff; Isobel married Nathaniel Forbes of Leclmacoy; and J ean, 
married (1) Mr. Thomas Anderson in Drum ma lin e and (2) :.fr. James 
Lindsay in Banff. 

George Forbes died in r745. 
II. John, 2nd of Bellabeg,1 born 1707, mar ried in 1737, Christ ian, clau ,Mer 

of Rev. John hepherd, Minister of Logie Coldstone, and had two sons and 
three daughters :-

George, his heir, born 1738, M.A. of :tvfari schal College in r758; John , 
born r743, merchant in Bombay; Isobel, married Peter Farquharson of 
Tullochoy; Anne, married J ames Gordon of Croughly, and }far~·. died 
unmarried. 

John died in 1791, and his wife in r760. 
III. His eldest son George became minister a t Leochcl. a nd married 

Katherine Stewart of " Inveraury" in Strathdon, by whom he had eleven 
children:-

Anne, born 1768; Ch ristian, born 1770, both died young ; John, born 
r77r, drowned in t he China Sea 1787 ; Ctmrles, born r773, merchant i11 
Bombay and rst Baronet of Ncwe; Co l. Thomas, born r774, killed at 
Toulouse 1814; 2\fary, born 1776, married Daniel l\'Iitchell; George, born 
1778, Minister of Strathdon, owned Blelack; Christian and Katherine, 
both died young; Michie, born 1779, merchant in Bombay, married Mary 
Ashburner; Gordon, born 1785 , min ister of Towie. 

'This John Forbes planted 100 acres of bis estate with young trees, a great inno,·a-
1-ion. 
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John , the second son of J ohn :2 nd of Bella beg, went out to India at a very early 
age-it is said originally as a sh ip's purse r, being known to many of his friends 
and coll temporaries as "purser J ock." He soon obtained a footing in the 
mercantile world of Bombay and before long founded a most successful business 
l1ouse there, into which he was ab! to take two nephews, and with his own 
individual earnings t o buy back from J a mes Forb so[ Seaton the family proper ty 
of Kewc , so ld by his bankrupt cousin, a nd other lands in t he n eighbourhood, 
including his father's estate of Bellabcor, Blelack, et c. 

The family of Forbes of Bellabeg, from whom the present family of :-;-ewe 
is descended, has kept a number of delightfol letters of which a few specimens 
must be given. 

George l• orbes, t he minister at Leochel , wrote at length if not very frequently 
to his yo unger brother John (wli o made the fam ily fo rtunes), and later to his son 
Charles . 

John, the eldest boy, whc seems to have been a cha rming youth, was destined 
for t he family m ercan ti le house in Bombay, a nd, shortly before he sailed, he 
wrote the foUowing letter to his you nger brother Charles. The writer was I7 
and the recipient, afterwards equally successful with hi s uncle as a business man, 
was q :-

" Dear Brother, 
" I received your few lines in my fath er's letter which made me happy 

to think you was well. I h ave little time just now, being so hurried about getting 
all my things ready, as I go aboard \Vednesday m orn ing positively. You may 
be sur wherever I am I will always write, and what I am doing . I would advise 
you to give unwearied app lication to your learning, to make yourse lf as much a 
master of fi•• urin g as possible, to learn com po und interest and everything yo u 
can in t he way of keeping accounts . I will find it no small loss to me that I am 
not better qualified for that than I am, bu t I wi II make shift. But above a ll, 
be obedient to your fa ther and mother and do evc1y t hing yo u can to please 
them. Be kind to your brothers and sisters, Don ' t anger the you ngest. Be 
kind t o the poor people and they wi ll bless you. Be unto everybody as you 
wo uld be done to. There is no news here that I hear, but always some robbery 
or wicked tiling clone . I have little to write, but I do not want you to think I 
bad forgotten you. If I had not wrote you might have thought so . 

"Dear B rother. 
" Yours most affect ionately, 

" John Forbes." 

John was drowned in the wreck of t. lJe s hip flnsli ·ngs ' Dec. ·27th, 1787. In the 
f llowin g vear, "cw. 10th. 178S, the 1-:.e,· . George wrote to his brother, Purser 
Jock, gi: iJ~g news of a ll the family . T heir fath er, old J oh n of Bcllabeg, was still 

alive, but 81 years of age and very much failed:-

" Dear Brother, 
" [ wrote yo u on the 18th ultimo a ve ry long letter by Charles when be 

went to London, so that I have little to say. Our father cl!1 d :viary a nd all other 

1 rn which apparent ly h is uncle a lso lost a. good deal of me rchandise. 
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fr iends are in t hei.r ordinary, on ly our Fat ilcr rnth er growing more failed and 
dclhious. It is with difficulty be can be kept from going here and there througll 
the country, as be seldom thinks llimself at h ome. He often slips ont ,tnd goes 
to ):°ew and Mill of :Ncwc to see bis father and Mother.1 I am to engage a man 
to assist )fary and the m aid to care for· him and t o p revent bis wandering. Mary 
has :m uncommon charge of him and in ,i month gets not a sound sleep. I a m 
with him. a day or two every week.2 I entreat you write me how soon Charley 
a rrives. I am sure he will please you, for h e has not just now one faul t I would 
wish mended, though perhaps I may be partiril. By ,vord and write I have 
advised and urged him to b e implicitly guided by you a s b eing his duty and 
interest, and h e w ill know wlm t strong obligiLtions he and a ll here ly und er t o 
you. 

" I leave you foll freedom to do with and dispose of Charles as you think 
most proper-he will te ll you if he likes the sea and if he do, I would by a ll 
means prefer the country sea trade to the ::.\filitary line . Tho' his poor brother 
was unfortunate, yet I trust Goel will preserve Charles, equa lly well at sea as on 
Land. :My clear J ock might have died as soon h ere as he did at sea a nd we 
ought to be r esigned, but bis death I am afraid will ki.11 his Mother. Ii Clmrles 
were once safe with you, I have not the least fear but yon wiJl be everything to 
him h is p arents could and much more than we are a b le to do. Poor Jock's 
spo tless behaviour h as I trust secured his Iuhlre happiness which is a great con­
so lation to us. If he had been a wicked boy, his death ·would h ave beet1 harder 
on us. The t hought of your so soon corn ing home gives me more joy than I can 
express . H appy will it make me to have yo u sett led any way in this country. 
I hope you will be able to buy an estate. KEW can still be got if you arc fo r it 
a nd it is the Estate on earth I hope you w ill be most a nxious for, and it connects 
so well with Bellabcg . But I am a fra id you have lost greatly by the unlucky 
" Hastings ." For God' sake come h ome with what you have, a nd be not over 
ambitious . You are now, as well as I, pretty far adva.nced in years (Geo1·gc was 
then 50 an.cl J och 45) and it is high time (or you to retire and spend yo ur days in 
case and peace a nd out o f the hurry and bustle of tbis weary world. I hope you 
will find our father in life (which would give you pleasure tho' it could give him 
little, for in Jh·e minutes he would forget you and mistake yo u). 

"Your most affectionate brother 
" Geo. F orbes." 

l~EORGE Fomms, MINISTER OF LEocrIEL, TO JAMES, 2KD Lorm FIFE, AS 

TO ;\ PROPOSED ClUNGE OF PAR£S!l, WHfCH DID NOT T1\KE PL:\CE . 

"Loche!. 9 April r 790. 
"){y Lord, 

"Si.r \Villiam Forbes \\°a~ pleased with the assurance of my succeeding 
at Kilclrummy and would ba,·c present.eel i\1r. Lumsden t o Insch bu t he wa.s 
alarmed by a. Letter from his :\gent in Edinburgh, acquainting bim that the 

1 13olh dead mo re than 1.11 irt~: ~-cars before. 
"A long ride from Leo ·ll t·! to l:kll:tbeg. 
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''rown Lawyers t here h cl.d received Directions to claim the Patronage of Lochell . 
Till he should have t ime t o ii1spect and consu lt his r ights, he requested the favou r 
of me to continne here and assured me be would some t ime hence either send me 
to Inscb or do someth ing better for me. Out of gratitude and "OOd will to him 
I most readily compLiecl and when he is satisfied as to his patronage right, I hope, 
with your Lordship's assistance, the Eildrnmmy p lan may yet be carried into 
execution, as I am certain Sir \Villiam will do everything iu h is power to befriend 
me. He is much p leased ·with my resignation of Insch to accommodate him, 
after I had my presentation in my pocket. I am sure nobody will condemn me, 
as a contrary cond uct would bave been base and .high ly displeasing to my own 
feelings. I hope what I 1:i ave done will meet with your Lordship's approbation. 
Insch, I would have resigned to please my worthy patron, tho' it were the last 
settlement in the church. I have the honour to continue with the high es t 
respect and most fervent gratitude, ::\'.fy Lord, Yr Lordship's most obedient 

" and very fa ithfu l servant, 
" Geo. Forbes." 

(Duff Family Papers.) 

Brother Jock remain ed long in India and made a very large fortune, 
eventually purchasing a number of estates in Aberdeenshire, which were 
aclministerccl for him until his return to Scotland, by his brother George. 
These included Culquhonny and Dcskrie, Bellabeg a n d Invernochty, Newe, 
Bunzcacl1, ToUaski.nk and Buchaam, Cnlquharrie, Ardgeitb, BlehLck and 
SkcUater. 

He ·was also able to leave large urns to clmrities, amonrr others £ro,ooo 
for a new lunatic asylum for Aberdeen. 

It is not known at vvhat date he returnecl from India, b ut the next letter 
from the family collection to be given was writ.ten five years later than the 
above, an d is from the Rev. George to his son, Charles, then 20. He thanks 
him for a present of a shawl to his }[other, but adds :-
., \Ve all hope you will not send presents h ere for years, till you are fairly a bove 
water. Your frequent letters arc a great cordial to us and make us infinitely 
happy, happier than anything would except a sight of you, which we never 
expect t o live to be blessed with, 1 but while we lrn.ve agreeable accounts of your 
health and happiness we ought to b less God and be S,Ltisfied. We hope your 
health is now perfectly confirmed and your liver complaint removed. Take care 
of your health and do not bmt jt by an xiet y and t oo c lose application to business, 
for without it, what signifies all in the world. I hope Providence will enable you 
one day to live at home, for by your worthy uncle's means you have begun t he 
world with many advantages h e had not. 

"Happy are we all wi t h the thoughts of seeing him next s11mmer. I hope 
your partner a nd you will agree well , wh.ich will p lease your uncle aud promote 
yonr own interest. Be sav ing and attentive and live temperate and sober which 
will preserve your health, prolong yo ur lire and contribute to yo ur success in 

1 So for off was InLlia in i hose days . the Yoya gc las Ling al least seven months . a ncl 
t hey n ever snw Charles ng;, in. 
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·t rade. You will be happy to know t hat your Mother is in perfect good healt h 
.and all yo ur brotbcrs a nd sisters . l bless God I am ali ve and well tho' beginning 
t o fo il , as I am now pretty far advanced in li fe a nd must use glasses. 

" Since November last year, poor Geordi e has not had a fi t , but been well 
a nd in fin e spirits. H e is a s stout a m an as I a m. (The f ather was 55, the son I 5 I) 
}irst of Month he entered t he Greek class at Marischa.ll and likes it well, he speaks 
of being a minister a nd will have par ts for any thing. Tom writes with l\fr. Morice 
the Advoc<.1te till his uncle come home, and contrive what he is t o do. (TMs was 
the Jl/.tu re Colon el, killed a/. T oulouse, he was then I9 .) He inclines nothing so 
much as the Army, but it is impossi ble to li ve on an E nsign' s pay a nd he would 
require a t least £,10 a yea r beside. (Tin's , evidently, the kind uncle afterwards 
j>rovirlerl.) Michie is a t fi gures and still wisbes to be a merch,Lnt . (He ;"oi11ed 
Charles in I ndia later. A t that tim~ he was .r3.) Gordon mincls you in his p ray ers 
still . (H a was the youngest, aged 8 .) 

" Anne docs well, is well disposed and very helpful to her1Jotber (she was 25). 
Mary (r 7) was this year eight mont hs in Aberdeen at a great expense for board 
and clothes . She is a stout , smart, honest little girl. \Ve have 6,reat pleasure in 
you all which is a s ignal b lessing. (The three yo1111ger daughters were dead .) 

The old m in ister continues 

" Since tbe beginning of t his unhappy ,1·ar, much blood and t reasure has been 
lost and in the end I am afraid Britain will gain little, and t he War will be 
fo llowed by heavy taxes. France needs much t o be bridled. Jt is a most 
unhappy nat ion and considerin g its internal distraction it is amazing how it 
holds out against a lmost a ll tbe powers of E urope. By t b is t im e I fancy t he 
F rench settlemen ts in t he E ast have been a ttacked . They must soon submit and 
be brought t o order. Goel grant it may soon happen . Much need have we o f 
peace . I wish to God my brother may not be taken on his way home." 

After several more pages of domestic no tes on a ll the friends cu1d relatives 
in Strathdon , no dou bt very welcome to t he India n exile, the old mini ster 
con t inues somewhat surp risingly :-

.. If the Pitsligo honours are not for feited in t he colla teral, as well a s t he direct 
line, I am the nearest collateral h eLr. I am to get a consn1ta.tion frorn able 
counsel as to forfeiture. If I am tolcl, as many lawyers thi11k, t hat the collateral 
blood is not affect ed, I would get the h onour, if I can prove that tbe :first New 
was second son of Pitsligo, which h e certainly was, ancl my grandfather second 
son of ::-rew . . . .. The cla im wo uld go to the House of P eers and be dctermin P.cl 
t here. Sir Wil liam Porbes, Edinb urgh, t ho' he got the I it s ligo estate from the 
lat e Mr. 17 orbes of P it sligo, has no t itle to t he honour for he is o f the Monymusk 
family, and his mother was o nl y the daug hter of Lord P itsli.go. t enclose yon 
Lord Pitsli go's pat ent which is very broad ." 

The Minis ter's son, Clmrlcs, a fter he had obtained his barone tcy, seriousl~· 
considered making a claim lo the a t taintcd title of Lord P itsligo, but as 
t he Newe bra nch (descended as has been seen rrom a y ounger b rother of 
t he t hird Laird of Pitsligo) had " come off " fro m t he p ,Lren t b ran ch fi ve 
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generations before the title of Lord Pitsligo was con ferred, ther e was con­
siderable doubt as to whether, ~lthongh w1doubtcd "heirs male" of the 
Pitsligo line, the family of Leochel could be considered entitled to the Barony. 
Sir Charles was advised that t he matter would be very controversial and 
very expensive, and contented himself, in the year 1833 , with t he grant of 
t he Pitsligo arms ancl the recognition of his position as " heir male." 

The patent of the grant of the Barony to t he 1st J_orcl Pitsligo, as quoted 
by the Rev. George, is as follows. It was doub tless much longer in the 
original, and he had a li ttle forgotten his Latin ! 

June 24th, 1633. Prefato Alexa ndro Forbes de Pitsligo clurante omnibus 
s uae v itae cl iebus et hereclibus mascnlis de corpore suo legittirnc procreate 
ve l eorum hcreclibus qui bus cleficiens heredibu s su is rnascul is ()Uibuscumqne 
cognomina de Forbes de Pitsligo gerens [sfr]. 

Note.-Th e position of the heirs of Pitsligo is still a curious one. 
The ,1 th and last Lord Pit··Jigo d ied in r76'.?, and his son the Master died in 

17 ·, r. The male heix of line was Sir V/i lli am Forbes, 6th Baronet of Monymusk 
{granclson of his sister Mary) , who had acq uired the Pitsligo lands by purchase, 
and t he grandson of t his Sir \\' ill iam, Sir Jo hn Stuart Forbes, called 8th Baronet 
of :vionym usk left only a cl,tughter, whose son , the present Lord Cl inton, is still 
ho lder of the laJ1ds and i: heir of li11e, hut the baronetcy which could not go to 
or through a woman, passed to his mother's cousi n, Si r 1Nillia m, who became 9th 
Baronet of 1\fonymLJsk. This estate hav ing passed out of Forbes hands the 
succeedin "' baronets have call ed themselves " of Pitsligo " though there was no 
baronetcy in that line, and the arm:; they bear arc (t) and (4) Forbes of 1fony­
mnsk ('.? ) .forbcs of Pitsligo and (3) Stuart, for the hei ress married by the 8th 
Baronet, Grandfather of Lord Clinton and uncle of t he 9th Baronet. 

In addition t o these two who rcprcscn t the clesccnd:rn ts of the 3rd Lord 
Pitsligo, t here is also the present baronet of Newe, who represents the heir 
nrn/e of t he family o [ Forbes of Pitsl igo, being descenclecl from the younger 
son of the 3rd Laircl. The th ree rival representatives may be thus shown 
(s<.:e Tree :No. 16, page 376) . 

Old George Forbes then goes on to give hi s son rL sketch of the whole family 
histo ry, from the defender of Urquhart Castle downwards, being careful to point 
011t t hat the family of ~ewe was older than that of Skcllater, having "come 
off much sooner from the Lord Forbes family, which is the head of a ll t he name." 
He then an nounces that " the annexation of the parishes of Leochel and Cushnie 
comes before the Lords next winter , so t hat when Mr. :\clam or I die, the Mi.u.ister 
of the annexed parisbes wi ll have the two Stipends, worth £n2 with t wo glebes 
in one. Lord Porbes eldest son is in Flanders, and now Captain of G11::1.rds. In 
one week he got two steps owing to the slaughter of the Guards, wh ich has been 
great. J wrote you tba t poor :;'vliss Fairbairn married a concert fidd ler, they arc 
both in Aberdeen-and much lookecl clown upon. Lady Blelack still alive, b ut 
bt:gins to cl ottle. She often speaks affoctionately o [ you . Little Gordon sings 
admirably a ncl has a turn for drawing. I have enclosed a certifi cate of your 
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baptism. Had Tom go ne out to you .I would have sent you out pictures, alma­
nacks, newspapers, e tc. Did you e,·er receive tbe camp boots, and four pair of 
shoes I gave Geo. J:i'orbes to send you. 

" I will write you aga in by the Spriug fl ee t. At present I can think of 
nothing else that would am use yo u. By last news I see a descent is intended 
upon the Coast of J:i'rance to join t he Royal.ists, which I hope may be successful. 
You will see that the French have beheaded their K ing and Queen many nobles 
Clergy-21 of tbe National Co uvention in 37 m inutes. They are murderin g one 
another-the Sabbath ancl all Rel igion abolished so that they arc at war against 
Heaven as well as Earth. A Post Office lately is appointed a t K incardine O'Nei.l 
where t be Post comes thrice a week from Aberdeen. B ut it will be of little nse 
her except t he Gentlemen near t his get a. r urmer, wbich they cann ot afford as 
there are few of them." 

No. I6. William, son of 2nd L;:i ird of :Pitsli go (died in his father's lifetime). 
I 

I 
Alex. , 3rd Laird. 

I 
John, .1 t h. 

I 
. \ lexandcr , 5th. 

i 
I 

William, 6th 
I 

.Alexander, 7th. 
I 

John 8th. 
I 

Alexander, 1st Lore! 
Pitsligo. 

I 
Alexander , 2nd. 

I 
Alexander, 3nl. 

_____ I 
I I 

Alexttnder, 4th. ?dary, rn. ]. F orbes 

I 
John, Master 
of Pitsligo, 

o.s.p. 

of :;\ [onymusk. 
I 

Sir "William, 5th Bt. 
I 

Sir vVilliam, 6th Bt. 

I 
Si r W illi am , 7th Bt. 

I 

I I 
Sir J ohn, 8th Ht. Charles. 

I 

I 
William o l Daucll. 

I 
Alexander, 1s t oI Ne w. 

I 
"W ill iam, 2nd of )<cw . 

I 
John, 3rd . 

I 
Alexander, 4th. 

I 
William, 5th. 

I ____ _ 
I i 

WilJiam, Gtb . George of Bellabeg. 
I I 

John, 7th . John of BeUabeg. 
I -'-I ___ _ 
I I 

J ohn , 8th . George, Min. of John of 
\ Leochel. Bombay, o.s.p. 

John. gtb Sir Cba.rl es. 
and las t. 1st Bt. 

I 
John. 

I 
I 

I 

Charles, :2 nd Ht. 

I 
Charles, 3rd Bl. 

I 
I . 

Charles , ,1th 13t.. 
I 

Charles, 5 t h BL I 
Harriet \.ViUiamina, Sir \Vill ialll , I 111 . Lord Clinton . 

I 
20th Lord Cl inton. 

9th Bt. 
I 

Sir Charles, 10th Bt., d. 1897. 
I 

Sir Hugh, nth and present 
Bt. of the i\ lonymusk line, 
but called Bt. of Pitsligo. 

John, 6th Bt. 
of Newe. 
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Jn Janum·y oi the following year the Rev. George acknowledges a letter from 
his son, " sent in August last, by Express overland ; it gives m e great pleasure 
to learn that your Uncle and you are well and that he intends coming home thi s 
year and I heartily wish h im a S,lfc voyage and that he may escape the French . 
~ever neglect wri t ing of all our young frie nds and countrymen ; it is a feast to 
t heir parents a nd friends, as some of them write but seldom. Our friend Gen. 
Forbes of Skellatcr 1 has o-ainccl great lionour by defeating the French at the 
head o( the Spanish and Portugue::;c troops. This will be delivered to you by 
Mr. George Paton, eldest son of Paton of Grandbome who goes out as a writer to 
Bombay. Icntreat youwi ll show him every civil ity .... lwis hyoutoassociate 
with a ll Scots people and especially those from Aberdeenshire." 

'llarlcs wrote to his father in October of the same year, sending him various 
Jndian curios, a nd lastly " a red shawl-handkerchie( with flowered corners and 
sides which will do better than a silk or cotton one t o put round your head when 
riding np Strathdon in the cold fros ty mornings." 

The Rev. George Forbes lived until 1799 when he died a t Newe, the home 
of his brother John, the Bombay merchant, on August 30th, in the 62nd 
year of his age and the thirty-seventh of his ministry. He is buried at 
Strathclon. His wife survived him nine ye,1rs, but did not live to see again 
t he beloved son Charles who returned to Scotland in r8rr. 

FuRnrrm DETAILS or- THE Two YouNGER BROTHERS OF NE,vE. 

THOMAS FORBES married Elizabeth, daughter of Capta in Thomas Stewart 
of Pittyvaich. He was in the 37th and 45th R egiments, becoming Lieu t. ­
Colonel of the latter October 6th, r8r3. H e served throughout the Penin­
sular war, having the gold medal for Badajoz, Nivelle and Orthez. Killed 
in ,Lction, Toulouse, April roth, r8r+ He had two sons, John, of the 33rd 
,rnd 92nd Rer,riments, Michie, clied unmarried in Aberdeen ; an d a daughter, 
died unmarried. J ohn married Belinda 1faria, daughter of Canon Garrett 
of Ballymote, Sligo, and had three sons and one daughter : 

(r) Stewart, died in Australia, and (z) Augustus and Eliza died un­
married; (3) Charles H enry Hunter, I4th B ombay N.I., married H aniett 
·white and had a son, Stewart Vibart Forbes, who married Ch1istine Taylor 
and had issue, two sons and a cl,rngbter, Stewaii, Les ter and E laine. 

::VT1c11rn Forums married Mary ,\ shliurncr, step-<faughtcr of his brother, Sir 
Ch m-Jes. He was born :\{arch 16th, r779, and died Aug us t 2 1 ·t, r839. H e was in 
India as a young man but latterly resided at Silwood Park, Suuninghi.U, Berks, 
and is 1 uriccl there. The arms on his grave arc t hose of Newe, with cres t, ,t 
bent arm holding a dagg·r and a motto " non sine causa." Not t hat of hi s 
elder brother. 

He had five sons-three o f whom, Charles, J ohn and George, were all at Et n 
in r832, and t he two former we nt to Exeter College, Oxford. 

The name of the fourth is not known-t he fifth was James Sidney. 

1 I, ·cl Joc k. (Sec page ·1·17 -) 
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The last letter to be given is as fo llows:-

CH ARLES FORBES 1:-: Ho~IBA Y TO IIJS FATIJEH, Tlfrc lhw. GEORGE Fo1rnEs AT 

LEOCHEL. 

"Ij Feb. r 795. 
'' .\1y dear r-ather, 

" Thi s will I hope be conveyed to you overland via Suez and may reach 
yo u by the end of ·May.' By t he "Dnke oi i\[ontrose" I wrote to Mr. James 
Forbestmd begged the favour oI him to remit you thesnm of thirty pounds sterling 
for the purpose of enabl ing yo u to keep a h elper at Leochell, which I hope he wi ll 
comply with. Thi s amonn t of £40 (s-ic.) per a nnum I sha ll in future take steps 
to secure the r ernitt,wce of to yo u and shall be disappointed if it is not applied 
to the p urpose for which I take t he liberty to rccomm nd it . . .. I have neither 
seen nor heard of Mr. Skene for a long time . I believe he fo llows his profession 
out of Bengal. Nathaniel and George Forbes o.f Madras a re well, t he form er st ill 
at or near that place, George bas been appo inted Agent at Hyderabad (the 
N izam's capital) fo r supp lying horses for the Ccwa lry , a very exce1lent p ost. 
The Rohilles \Va r is happi ly t erminated. Kever, I suppose in t his cou ntry was 
:m much bloodshed in so short a period as during t he continuance of it. I 
fe rvently pray we m ay soon hear of peace in E urope . Our last acco unts are 
dow n to the 3rcl of October and uch a.s might have been expected. The French 
over running Ho lland . The Eing of P ru ssia and the Emperor deserting the 
cause and John B ull left to pay tbe P iper. 

"111.r. Pitt must now be in a ticklish situation , indeed his late Coalit ion shews 
that be begins to cheep . I hope he will profit by the experience h e has had of 
the French armed Nntion. I am inclined to think he would be g lad to make 
peace, if the French s hewed any incli nation but they appear determ ined to take 
Holl an d first-they wi ll then say, Give us back our E. & 'vV. Indian colonies a nd 
Corsica, a nd we wi ll evacuate Holland. rr you don't chuse that, t hen let both 
parties keep ,Y hat they have got, and be friends! A most mortifying a ltern ative, 
when we consider the enormous increase oi National Debt, and re flect on the 
ruinous taxes which must on the co nclusion of the war be the consequences. 

"l\-Iy uncle is well, but does not appear to be vei-y a nxious about leaving th is 
cou ntry, and I sha ll not pretend to hazard a conjecture when h e will. 

" l remain a lways 
" Yn ur most affect. son, 

•' Charles ." 

L1;TTE R FROM JA~IES, 17T I[ L o 1w Fo1ums . Tll h1-:v. GEORGtr FORBES, MTNISTER 

AT LEOCll EI.. 

" Putachie, March 1 . 1770. 

"Dear Sir, 
" \V-hcn yo ur ob liging letter cam · lwre, [ was nver at Castle Forbes a nd 

onl y returnee! two days ago . I thank you for yo ur co ngratulations on our late 

1 Three .:ind a lmlf months ins l cad o r se ven! 
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purchase.1 Had .it not been for some of your fri ends , I durst not have attempted 
it, but now I hope to leave a nest egg to my son. \Vhen it is convenient, I will 
be g lad to sec you h ere, and I Oll"n I had hoped for that pleasure before now. [ 
go to A.berdeen this day b 11 t wi ll be home again middle of n ex t: week . .i\liy wife 
joins me in compliments to Mrs. Forbes and you. 

" J am dear Sir, y r most nbcd. humb le servant, 
"Forbes. 

" P .S.-Thank Goel, my wile and children arc bravely." 

Charles F orbes seems to have been from the firnt a pattern o( what a business 
man in India shou ld be, and continued the excell ent traditions of his un cle 's 
business house, in the management of which be was succeeded by his younger 
brother, Michie, t he boy whose ambit ion it was to become a merchant. Charles 
Forbes married in Bo.mbay in 1800 whe n he was 27 years of age, Elizabeth, 
daughter of Major J ohn Co tgrave and widow of \ ,Villiam Asbburner. She was 
only 21 at the time, but was already tbc mother o ( three children, nfary and 
Elizabeth and a son \\'illiam, the eldest of whom cannot have been more than 
four years old, but she seems short ly t o have sent i'vlary to England, in 1803, t o 
the ca re of a lVTrs. Morgan, a lady in strai t ened circumst ances and apparent ly an 
Ameri ca-11. Some seven years later, in 1\farch, r810, poor Lady Forbes received 
the news in India tbat the li ttle Mary, then a child of 12 or 13, had been taken tu 
America, it was bel ieved with the idea of subsequently marrying Iler to a relative 
of ?drs. Morga.n's, as it was h op ed some of the wealth of her s tep-fat her, Sir 
Charles Forbes, might come to her. It is an amazing story, and not the least 
remarkable part is that Mrs. Forbes at once star ted for Eng land , and arriving 
in October, iSro, immediately set off fo r America, unaccompanied save by her 
little son J ohn Forbes, aged 9 . Both he and bis brother Charles had been sent 
home from I ucl ia in the p revious year and were a t school in London. The 
youngest Ashburncr girl and the two younger Forbes children, George and 
Katherine, had accompan ied their mother, but were left in London during that 
:Mother's clash to America. P retty li ttle i\Iary Ashburner was safely retrieved 
from America, and lived to marry her step-father's younger brother ?l'lichic. 

Extracts from Charles F orbes' letter t o his un cle Jock and tlrn.t of his brother 
George t o him throw ligh t on the above curious occurrences. In his letter of 
il,·larch 24th, 1 810, Charles enters into many details as to the care o f his little boys 
·who were at school with a i\Ir. Pearson in London , under the eye of their k ind 
great-uncl e. On ly after severa l pages, does be comment on the news sent him in 
a letter of Au gust 22nd , J 809, by his uncle and confirmed by others " Of the 
extraordinary circumstance of Mary Ashburner havi ng been kicln a1)ped and sent 
tn America .... H er 1\lothcr has determined upon going to England per the 
'Ch arles Grant' in order to rescue h r claughtet· if possible. To this I can not of 
course object a nd t he case a lmits of n o delay, altho' God ,tlone knows the tr ial 
to my feelings in being thus obliged to part with m y oth er two dear ch ildren 
George and IGtty , the former a :fi ne honest boy of 41- years old very like J ohn, 
b nt stouter, ,tnd the latter a most lovely little })rattling girl 2 years o ld, admired 

1 T he who\~ estate of Forbes had b ee n p nt up for s~lc, ,tncl Lord Forbes bought: 
back a small portion. (Sec p . 27,f.) 

379 



THE HOUSE OF FORBES 

by all who see her." In the same letter he gives accounts of niicbie's progress in 
the business, and the jealousy of anotber employe named Ingli s, who bad not 
spoken to i\'lichic for ro months! 

The death of Charles' mother had taken place nearly 18 months before he 
wrote this le tter, but he seems only recently to have he,Lrd of it. 

The lette r from his brother George is dated from London, Oct. 7th, 1810, and 
describes how he and the younrrest brother Gordon hastened to London t o meet 
their returning sis ter-in-law, thr ee days after they got the news of her prospective 
arrival, and stayed with her there for a fortnight-all, as he naively explains, at 
the cost of the ever kind n ncle, who advanced £-200 to cover the eA'})enses of 
Chal'les' two brothexs and the wife of George, who himse lf wrote, " I would have 
been much more gratifi ed had I been ab le to pay my 0\\'11 way upou such an 
occasion, but I was not, and I y ielded t o necessii-y. The expense of travelling 
and living in London is enormous. You can hardly took about yon without 
seeing somebody claiming a perquisite from you for so doin g ! I hope you 
w ill soon be thinking of leaving Bombay. Your most valuable treasures are 
now in this country and I am sure your heart is here also." 

Charles did not however retire and return to E ngland for another year, \\'h l!n 
he became M.P. for Bever ley from 1812 to r 8 r.8 a nd fo r Malmcsl>ury r8 1S to 
1832 1 and Rector of Marischal College . 

His youngest son James was born in London in January, 1813, :.me! a second 
daughter, Elizabeth, who died yo ung. He was created a baronet in 1823. Of 
his six children: John, the eldest , died at Ventnor. before bis father , of a" rapid 
decline" at the age of 39. J-fo married i\fary Jane Hunter and had seven children, 
all more or less consumptive, including Charles the 2nd Baronet. 

Charles, the 2nd son, succeeded bis nephew as 3rd Baronet. George marri ed, 
but had no children. James never married hut beca rne a great traveller and 
collector of pictures and fur niture in the house at \ ,\Timbleclon which he slmred 
with his sister, the fascinatin g Kitty. He died in 187r. She in r891. 

The first Sir Charles built t he Castle of Kew, as he says himself" with funds 
left by my good uncle for the p urpose of enlarging the old family mansion, bui lt 
in 1604." H e then called it ::-.rewe. (It is said because letters addressed t o him 
at New Castle went to Newcastle-on-Tyne.) The na me is still retained, though 
his castle is no longer in existence, having been sold and pulled clown in 1931 and 
t he fine stone used for the build ing of the Elpbiustone Hall, of Aberdeen Univer­
sity. The present family r esidence has been charmingly adapted from th old 
Castle Laundry. 

He was ab le to add to the family estates, purchasing the property of Skellater, 
unce in the bands of a scion of Forbes of Brux, and Auchmeddan in Bncban, 
formerly the estat e of t he Jacobite Bairds. H e wrote a great many letter. 
during the progress of the wa.r with the French Republic and with Napoleon, 
being, like his father, strongly anti-Frl!nch, but his comments on the battle 
lrnown as the glorious first o[ June, i.e . Lord Howe's v ictory over the French, 
are original. H e looks on it as merely spectacular, and an opportunity of 
"signal izing the British i\avy" while the French continued to be victoriou,; on 

'He was :tn c;i.rly advocaLc of \\'omen's Franchise. 
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land, accomplished tbe safe arrival of their American fleet and continued to 
"capture our merchantmen-they are carried into the French ports by hali­
dozens." 

The first Sir Charles Forbes of Newe died in Fitzroy Square, 
Kovember 20th, 1849, in the 76th year of his age, having been for more 
than forty years head of the great Bombay house of Forbes & Co., leaving 
behincl him such a reputation in India that a statue of him by Chantrey 
was placed in the Town Hall of Bombay between those of Mountstuart 
Elphinstone, and Sir John Malcolm. 

His eldest son, John, as already stated, died during his father's lifetime 
in 1840. He lived most of his life in London, being M.P. for Malmesbury 
and a Director of the East India Company. He was always in poor health. 

John's only surviving on, Charles, was 8 when he lost his father, and 
17 when he succeeded his grandfather in the baronetcy. A diary which 
he kept in Madeira in the year after he succeeded shows his constant struggle 
with illness and depression-he died May 23rd, 1852, before he was 20. 

Sir Charles, 3rd Baronet, son of the first and uncle of the second, had been 
born in Bombay in 1803, and sent home when very young to school in 
Englan.d.1 He never returned to India, nor interested himself at all in the 
affairs of thrLt country, being for some time in tbe 17th Lancers. He took 
a great interest in his Scottish estates and devoted large sums to the building 
of schools, kirks and houses, as well as bridges and roads. He was not so 
punctilious as his father and brother in the payment of bills, many of ·which 
were found unopened at his death, being collected in a large tin bath. He 
married Caroline Battye and had two sons and two dauglJters, Charles, 
4th Baronet, and George of Aslotm, Caroline who married Sir ·William 
Forbes, afterwards Lord SempilJ, and Katherine, died young. He died in 
1877, 

Sir Charles, the 4th Baronet, married Helen, daughter of Sir Thomas 
:Moncrieffe, and had Charles, 5th Baronet, and three daughters : Evelyn, 
married William James; Helen, married John J3lundell Leigh; and ::\fabel, 
married Lord St. Oswald. 

George Forbes of Asloun, brother of the 4th Baronet, married Henrietta 
Dudley Ward, and had one son , James of Asloun, ·who married (I) Lady 
Angela. Erskine, and (2) FerichLh Taylor, and has issue, George, Hamish and 
Ian and one daughter. 

Sir Charles, 5th Baronet, married Theodora Maxwell and had one son, 
Sir John, and seven daughters. Sir J olm married Agnes \Vilson Farquharson 
and has one daughter. 

1 llis uncle r!escribes him as being" like ligh t ning for quickness ." 




