
CHAPTER XXXII. 

THE FAMILY OF \YATER.TON. 

I. TIIOillAS FORBES, fourth son of William, 8th Laird of Tolquhon, re­
ceived the lands of Waterton in Elion from his father by sasine of December 
9th, r630. Failing heirs male of his body they were to go to h is brothers. 
Four years later the fishing on the Ythan was also settled on him.1 He 
married Jean, daughter of David Ramsay of Balmain, and had four sons and 
seven daughters : 

William, o.s.p. before his father. John, succeeded to \Vatcrton. James 
of Savoch. (Sec p. 423.) Alexander, o.s.p. before his father . 

J a.net , married in 1650 Sir John Gilmour, advocate and President of 
the Court of Session. Jean, died unmarried. E lizabeth, married 1654 

ir James Strachan of Thornton. Grizel, married 1666 Jolm Douglas of 
Inchmarlo . l\fargaret, married 166,~ J a.mes Brodie of Lethen. Isobel, 
married 1670 J olm Reid of Barra-portion £"~000 Scots. Anne, married 
1678 Anclre,v Middleton of Pitgarvie. 

Thomas refused to sign the Covenant in 1639 when asked to do so ; he died 
in 1652, and was succeeded by his second son : 

IL John, born 1638, knighted 1663, a nd appointed Hereditary Constable o[ 
.:\berdeen; the City refused to acknowledge him in the place of Kennedy of 
I{ermucks, who was still alive, though " fugitate," and the Court of Session 
upheld its refusal, but an Act of Parliament confirmed Forbes in the post. The 
decith of Thomas Forbes, father of Sir J ohn, was occasioned by wounds received 
four months earlier in a quarrel and a fight which occurred concerning the 
making of a ditch on the road at the bounds of the estates of '\Vaterton and 
Kennucks. The following account of a Claim for Inquiry into the death of the 
unfortunate Thomas, and of the dispute which led to it, is taken from the 
Histol'y of the Fam-£/y of Waler/on : " :May it please you1; I-Ionouris be informed 
that tbair is ane hie mercat way which leads from the house of Wattertoune 
to the church and town of Ellone, of which town the most pairt pertaines to 
the deceased Thomas Forbes and the landis on both sycles of the way to h im 
and Carmucks in 1•in 1•ig." A little be north the hie way K ermuckes hes ane 
considerable pool!, which intending to dry, he wou ld neides draw ane deep 

1 In 1650 be bad a sa.sine on part of the Dcveron at Carnousie for a debt to his father 
by Sir George Ogilvie, made O\'Cr to him-this was worth £ r360 Scot., (£u3 6s. Sd .). 

"An arrangement whereby the alternate ridges of a field belong to different owners. 

,n6 



TI-IE FAM IL 1' OF II ATERT O N 

ditch th eer.fra thro the hie way toward s t he river Y than of 1,1 fu ti:es cleepnes ; 
he ,vas desyrcd t o draw a noth er mo.ir convenient and law[ull way than by 
breaking itlcgallie the J-lie wrLy, b ut wo nl d not. And t he said T homas desyred 
l\lr. J oh n Patersone, m in ister of t he paroch, to cleall with Kermu ckes, t o desis t 
from his unla wfu l] l)urposc, who havc ing refused thi s just clesy rc, 11fr. Pat crsone 
d id convein t h e Lairds o f Foveran a nd Ucln y to treat 11pon the bu siness-mean 
tyme t he wo rk to desist. B ut t his b avci.ng no effect, VVattertonne did then 
apply himsel( l:o 1awieris, whose counsa ll was th:tt according to law and custome 
of the natione, he shonlcl first use ci\·i l interrup tion be way of instrument (i.e . 
writing), a nd i ( h e would 1101: forbear t hen via Jac /11 have some p ersons reaclie 
witlt shoo les a nd spades t o cast in wha t shonl cl t c cliggecl :furth at t heer ap­
proche to the hie way. (.-1 s might be cxj>l'clcd, this lat/i!r J;rocedure led lo bloods/J ed.) 

"L·pon the r2 of Febrnai 1652 \V;ittertoune did in a most sober way, by a 
nottar aud \\'itnesses use civil interr uption , intend ing to bring hi s people with 
shoolcs and spades . ivfr . J ohn Patterson clid, of new, rneclia t a nd gat a ss urance 
from Ken n uckes, his lady and sonc t ha t there s uld be no fnrther workin g. 
Contrair to ·w hich, be and his sone did convein their ser vantcs and t encntes, 
with some ycllc personis, who hade been souldier is, a ll in armes, himseU with ane 
prod igious great two-handed sword ; wbai.roIT '\Vatter tounc h aving no t ice and 
being amazed, he rose from his di nner, and with his domes tics he ran for th in a 
confused way, of p urpose on ly to ma ke civil in terru ption, and before h e could 
come to t he p lace, his servante George Spence was \1·01mded a nd schott with a 
pi~tol ba ll, whairoff he d ied, and Alexander Bruce I cut t hrough t he arm a nd 
maimed, w ith t he two-ha nded swo rd, and efter \.Vatter toune came to t he grund, 
:r-::er111uckes d iet , wit h t he same sword, m ost b arba rou sly wo und him over the 
head, through t he skull and rnininges? by which insta ntly he lost the p ower of 
h is \Yholl lc(t syde, and t bai.refter died upoune the II th of Ju ne. 

"The Judge Advocate d id then commit Kcrm11ckes to prison from which 
(being conscions of his g uilt), he made escape. And for these crym es, he, his 
son and tha ir complices war all charged to find cautionc to underly (be subj ect to) 
the law, this 15 of Oct. and most pairt of them arc c.lenu nced rebels for not setting 
ca11tione. 

")l'o\v it is the humble clesyre of the complcineris t h at your Honour is m ay b e 
pleased t o consider t h e sad ness of thei r condition, t hat this crying sinne o,f blood 
may be p uni shccl accordin g t o t he ]awes of the natione ancl th,tt y our H onouris 
111,1.y be p leased to exam ine wit nesses u pon the m ameing oi t he said Alex. B ruce, 
whose left a rm is a ltogether useless and without recovery, and a noth er appoynted 
Sheriff -Clerk of Banff in his p lace . .A ncl altho' by tlw r igour oI tbe law maym ing 
a nd mutilation be capita l, his desyrc is only th,Lt Kcrmuckes elder and younger 
be iynecl and decerned in such a sou me as yo ur Honouris sha ll t hink fitting. 

" As for the m urder o( '\Vattertoune and his servant , George Spence, the 
compleineris interest ed arc to desyre on ly at this tym e t h e ord inary course of 
justice against t hoise who compeir no t-An d by t he in solent behav iour and many 
cr uel! and inh11 mane expressiones of Jone t Forbes, t he wy(e of Kennuckes elder, 
both before and efter that bloodic act, it appc ires that she hes been ane a ut hor 

1 Sheriff Clerk of B,rnff. ' The membranes of the brain. 
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or gre,Lt instigat our of hir husb and and sone, tha i.r was therefore a ne clitta,y 
(?'.•,ulict111en t) given in aga inst hir at Aberdeen, It is therefore hnmb lie to be 
desyrcd tba t your Honoris may examine that parti cu lar againes her, not in the 
way of ane ass ize, bot by you r awinc determ ination and j udgement, seeing the; 
compleinaris doe noi: intend againes her ,w y capita l p uni shment, bot s uch a 
censure as your Honours sl1all t hink fi t ti ng for her injurious ,rnd insolent 
behaviour, w hich so uld not pass un censu recL " 

The report of eight physic ia ns upon a post-mor tem examination oi the head 
of the 1111fo rtnnate \.Vater ton is a lso preserved : 
" \Vee, Phys itians a ncl Snrgcons, un der subscryvcrs, doe by these presents 
testilie a nd clecl,1rc upon knowledge ancl conscience t ha t T homas Forbes o f 
\Vater to une being wounded in the head about the m idst of February last and 
now lately dead, his body was lissectccl and visited by us in t he presence of 
famo us wit nesses, where it was evide n t ly fo und that the wound clicl penctrat ' 
his sc ull and m em brn nes of his bra ine, in th e substance whereof, under t he \\'Ound 
was fo und a ne abscesse, as also the left syde of his braines was altered a nd 
changed from its natural colour and full of a great q uantil1' of water, both in t he 
vcntriculs a nd substance of t he braines, which we re t he specia l causes of h is 
palsey, conv ulsions and death, Aberclecn r2 June 1652, " 

The satisfact io n granted to t he Jamily of t he deceased T homas For bes is not 
chronicled, bu t retribution certainly foll upon t he Ken nedy fam il y, who t hem­
selves p resen ted , seven years later, a supp lication to the Synod of Aberdeen 
tha t t hey m ight be re leased fro m " t he fearful sen tence of excommunication 
un der which we have lien t his long tyme, to the great grief of our hear ts and ar e 
heavily weighted a nd pressed down with t he sense of t his our sacl co nd ition, 
and beg tha t when we have given satisfaction we may again be received into the 
bosom of :'lfot her Ch urch and admitted to the fe llowship of ou r [e lloll' citizens 
fro m which we have so long been seq ues trat e." T hey had m ea nwhile bee n 
living in Caithness, where t hey had a wadset o[ land from the Earl of Caitlrness, 
t he la nds of Ker mucks (now E lion) having been so ld fo r hF,500 Scots to John 
:\fair to save seciuestration, These were transferred in 1668 by J ohn ?.Ioir to 
Sir Joh n Forbes o [ \Vaterton. presuma bly for the same s um. 

T o a cousin of the murdercrl man wa - en trus t ed p:. r t of Lhe prosecut ion , 

"A LEXA:-;DER FORDES OF :\RIJO (AFTER\VAhDS OF Fovr:1u;,;) . 

" Co111mission to Him to .·ljJ/>rellead these R ebels , r66.i . 

viz . J ohn E:cnnecly, elder, sometime o f C:u mucks, an d John I(en11ccly h is son, 
at t h horn for sl,wghter o( T homas Forb 'So( \Vattei-tu nn and for other crimes, 

" With Alex, F , of Arda \\'ere , .. Forbes o[ Co lloclen , D un ca n _[, rbes hi s 
brother, \Villia rn l:orbes o[ Craigie, Alex. F orbes o( Talak, Sir A lexr, Forbes of 
T 1lq 11hon, Thomas Forbes, his bro ther. " (Privy Cowzcil.) 

:\ t raditiona l story is told of t he kindness o f T homas F orbes of \\'ater ton, 
who , like other feudal la irds, had t he power of "pit a nd gallows," and had once 
sen te ncecl a man to be hanged for sheep-steal ing \\" itho u t, however , intending to 
do more tha n give h im a sa lu ta r y fright a nd a period o( imprisonm ent. \ \'hen he 
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sent to inform his prisoner that be might now go free, the latter replied that 
with his "meat ancl d rink sur , if only t he Laird would not hang him, he was 
very well wh ere he was "-and the kind-hearted laird merely sa id "if the puir 
t hief winna gang hame, just s t the door open, and let him come and gae as he 
likes "-whicb became a proverb- tha t tl rnau m ight" go in and out as he pleased, 
like Vl''aterton's prisone r." 

To Thomas Forbes was granted in 1G3.5 a li cence to e.:tt meat in Lent and on 
fast days, not by the Church, but by the Lords of Exchequer and Commis­
sioners of His }fajesties rents and Casualt ies. One is lee\ to believe that such a 
licence was paid for. 

The arms o[ Sir John F orbes, 2nd of "\:Vaterton, were as those oi Tolquhou 
-r and ·f, arms of Lord Forbes, 2 and 3, three unicorns erased sable-arms of 
Preston of Fermartinc, with a n escutcheon (as Cnnstab le o f Aberdeen) charged 
w ith a sword aacl key s:Lltire- wise. Crest, an ea!:!le clisp layecl srLb le. :Ha tto, 
"Virtuti inimica quies." 

He maniccl in 1663 Jean, chrnghter of Sir J ohn Gordon of Haddo, ,rnd 
had four sons and th ree daughters : 

(1) Thomas, his heir. (2) John, m,uTiecl -- \\'alton in London and had 
a son, John, a. draper on Tower Hill, o.s.p . 1764- He had a bond or pro­
vision from bis brother, Thomas, for 5000 mcrks in 1684.. (3) William, 
minister of Tarves, married J anet Gr gory, and had a son, J ames, l\:LD., of 
Pitmeclden, from whom the second family of Forbes of Echt. (Seep. 424 .. ) 
(-f) George, o.s.p. 1722. 

(1) Jean, married .John Chancellor, merchant of Edinburgh (contract 
1683, by which her husband settled on her 20,000 rncrks), and Imel a daughter, 
)[arth:1.. (2) Elizabeth, manicd Walter Stewart of Fortrie, minister at Ellan. 
Her brother gave her 3000 rnerks of tocher. (3) Isobel, married 1692 .John 
Strachan of Bellie, son of Sir John Slrachan of Thornton, and received the 
same tocher, her husband settling on her 7000 merks. 

Sir John was appointed on October 29th, 1667, "to uplift, collect and ingather 
from all and sundrie heritors, fc uars, lifcrenters, etc. the taxes of the sheriffdom 
of s\.bcrdcen and in 1669 a precep t o f Ki11g Charles II confirmed t o our lovit Sir 
John Forbes of \Vatertoun, knight, all and whole the lands of Ardgrane and 
Bromfield, and, as said, above, the hereditary Constableship o[ Aberdee n with 
the lands, teind, sbea,·es, etc. o f Carmnck, Borowley and others formerly belonging 
to John J(ennecl y of Carmucks and afterwa rds to John :rvloir, which Janel ~ were 
du ly and la\\'fully resigned into the hands of the Lords o f our E xchequer '.!S July 
166+, also the lands of Knapcrna and }[osstoune, the patronage of Elion, the 
lands o[ Logicruirr, Cra ig of _•\l lethine, e lc. All these esta tes to b e inc011Joratecl 
into t he Baro11y of Arclgrane." 

Sir John died in 1675 and D,Lme J ean Gordon in 1688. 
III. Thomas Forbes of Watcrton, born 1664, married first, in 1689, 

Elizabelh, second daughter of Sir George ~i cholson of Ba1caskie, aflc.:nrards 
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Lord Glenbervie. She brought a fortune of ro,ooo merks, and had lwo sons 
and a daughter: 

J ohn, killed al Sheriffnmir, r7r5- hc had been admitted burgess of 
Aberdeen in r7oj. George, o.s.p. before 1722. iVlcu·gare!:, married John 
Hay of Ba.lbithan . 

Thomas, married secondly, in 1690, Kall arine Galloway, eldest daughter 
of T homas, Lord Dunkelcl,1 and hacl: 

Thomas, his heir. J ames, drowned in th e: Don, r73r. \:Villiam, o.s.p. 
J ean, born 1699, married J. Sandil::mds of Counlesswells, and second ly, 

as his fourth wife, John F,Lrquharson o.f J1wercauld, the J aco bite of 1715. 
Mary, cliecl unmarri ed. 

The third Laird died in r73r. 

" On 25th April r6, 5 Thomas For! cs compeired before the Sheriff-depute of 
.'\.berdeen and protcstit that he, as heir to the clcceast Sir John :rorbes of \.Vattcr­
toune his father and the cleccast Thomas Forbes of \Vattertonue bis goodsirc, 
might have tbe benefit of the commissions granted be the King and Estates of 
Parliament i.n their favo ur, and as Justices in that pairt, for the water of Ythan." 

At the same time he took Oath tba.t he " sincerely professed t he true Pro­
testant religion recorded in the firs t Parliament of J(forr James the Sixth, and 
disowned and renunccd al l principles, doctrines and practises which are popish 
~lllcl phanaticall," and afii.rmcd and swore that " the King's Majestic James the 
Seventh is the onlic supreme Governor of th is rea lmc, and that he judged it 
unlawful to take up armes against the King 0 1· those commissionat by him and 
that there lyes no obligat ion from the ~ational Covenant or the Solemn League 
and Covenant (so com monly called) to endeavour any change or alt eration in 
the government , either in church or state, as it is nowc established by the Jawes 
of t his Kingdom." 

There is no record of what part Thomas Forbes took in the struggle _o 
soon to break out between the forces of the King a nd t hose of the Covenant, 
but he retained his offices . His first wife, Elizabeth Nichol on, appears 
to have been a ri 0 id dissenter, objecting to anything in t he nat ure of a 
Church F estiva l, and when compelled by her husband to provide a goose for 
Christmas, sent it to table unp luckecl and uncooked ! 

John, the eldest s n of Thomas, went abroad, where h e became intimate 
,Yith the E a rl Marischal and other members of t he Stuart Court at St. 
Germains, and was ki lled at the indecisive battle of Sheriffmuir. His 
b:-other George died soon after, and the succession passed to the eldest son 
of the second marri:1.ge. 

IV. Thomas, born 1700, married in I723 :Margaret, eldest daughter of 
Montgomerie of Asloas. His eldest son, John, born r725, became a Lieutenant 
in the " Scots Dutch " and died at Osterhont, October 14th, r748. 

1 James, Lord Dunkc!d, her brother, a Gene ral in t he F rench service, died 170'.!; 
his son died without hciTs in 1780, and h is daughter, Mai:y, became a nun. 
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The following lelter was received by his fatl1 cr: 

"Dear Sir, 
'' Osterh out. 2 0 Oct. 1748. 

" In my lasl of I.he r _:; th in t. Ta q uain tcd you o f yo ur snn 's inclisposil:ion. 
I'm now he(Lrti ly sorry -Ln be obli1-:ecl lo g ive yo 11 t he malincolly acco unt o r Iri s 
!cath which was a t 6 in l11 e evening a fler hav ing lingered forty-two clays in ,rnc 

intcrmitting fever. Anc English parson ,ittcndcd him by bi s own dasier and at 
the interment I orclcrccl th e parson to performe the service of the dead over his 
corpse in the ch urch of this place where he was interred, much rcgraitccl by a ll 
o r us . I co11<.10 1Ll with you and his pnor :Mother rnr the loss of s nch a wor thy ;;on 
a nd give you hmtl:h his b lessing. I ma.kc nffcr n[ my humb le r ·spccts Lho u11 -
:1 qu c11 Lccl to yo 11 and your lady aucl fami ly, rcmai 11ing in s incerit y Sir Your m os t 
obed ient a nd humble ser vant, 

" Jas. Dundas. 

" P.S. There was two phisitians a.ncl a surgeo n ,Ll:1:c:ndcd yo ur son. Doctor 
Clcphan , our countryman will take not hing, but i.h;tt is a civili ty you ought no t 
to forgett. T think you should, notwithstanding his generosity send him a. 
present, i[ it were but :L doz inc o[ lin e Aberdeen pa irs o f stocki ngs . His lcag is 
t hi ck a.ncl well m ead, a midd le-s ized lll.l11. Docto r 13a rkcr, h e wi ll take m oney. 
I i ntend to give him t en rluckats, it is ne.lr five gu incas,-to t h e s urgeo n a bo11t 
Lwo guineas . J shall make a draught on yo u cmedi.:i.tely for two hunclrc:cl a nd 
sixty guild ers, Holland money, wh ich 1 th ink will defray t he cxpeuce of all . 
A(terwarcl s I shall send yo u ane acco1111 t of t be parlicu1a.rs. Lt. George Forhcs 
shall be wit ness to my do in gs. The clmd:hs an d other thin gs is in my cus tody 
untill your orde rs. i\·f y add ress To :'rlajor Dundas o f I-lalket' s Reg. 

" Osterhout:, nr. B reda." (St11ai·t ?,IS . ,Ll \Vi11dsor.) 

Thonrns I?orbcs , 4th o r\~'.tter lon, had. three olhcr sons ,Ll1d five daughters : 
Ale:mnder, born I728, o.s.p. I758. Thomas, his heir. :Mr. \Valter, born 

I734, :VI.A., .1\berdeen, I764, o.s.p. in Bengal, I766. 
lZatharin c, born 172+, died 1800, unmarried. }Ia.rgarel , born I733, married 

(J) W. D urie, (2) Douglas of Fcchil. J anet , born I735, died a t Antigua, 
unm;uTied, I775. J ean, born 17_,7, married \Valt r Thibou , l\{.D., Antig11:L. 
Anne, married n6S Alexander Srni! h, merchant on the Green, Aberdeen. 

T he -fth Laird sold tile lands of \Vaterto n in 1770 to b is cousin, George, Earl 
of Aberdeen, and died Au gust 29tb, 1771. 

Thomas Porbes, hi s third son, born 1732, marri ed, r753, Elizabeth, cla.1whtcr 
o f J ohn Conssmaker, and ha d issne, J ohn of :vicrryoa k, and R ichard , born 1762, 
o[ Rolvcnden, who married :'lfa ry, d::wghter of the Rev . L. Mau le, R ector of 
l'I orshcath, a nd ha d a daughter, Frnnccs, born 1805, nmrried 1S24 Michael Tweedie, 
b y whom she had fom- sons, and four daughters. 

Thomas Forbes died a t Batavia in 176S . J ohn ]?orbes of Men:yoak, South­
anipto n, lJcwn 175.f, d ied r83S, marri cl r7S4 Sara h, daughter o f Henry Southouse, 
an<l bad Lannoy Henry, u.s./1. rS50; J o lin Hopton; Eliza.bctll, lied nnm.:i.rricd; 
S,Lrah, married -Walter Sou thouse ; a nd i\Iyra., married \ Villimn Fenwick of 

Bombay, anr1 died r S29 . 
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No. '22 . TREE OF \VATERTOK. 

Tllomas F orbes, fourth son o f William F orbes, Slh Laird of Tnlquhon , 1650, 
11! . Jean R:1msay of Balmnin, ·I sons , 7 t1nughtcrs. 

I 
I I I I I I I I I I 

William , Sir J ohn , Jomes of /\lt!xa11Ctcr, Ja uct, El izo l,r.th, Gri1.cl, w. l\larg;1r<:L 1 Isobel m. A 111 H: , m. 
tJ ,S./J. m. Jean Savoch o.s.f'. n.s.z', ., rn, JII . J. Douglas m. J. ] . Reid ~liddlclon 

Gordon and Sir J ntm S trnclrnu. o f Jnch• Brodie or of 13:u-ra. of l'ilgarric. 
ol Haddo, Thornton . Gilmour. 111~,rlo. Lctbcn . 

1675, 

I 
I I I I I I ·1 

Thomas, 3rd John, 
1lcn.:hanl 

in Loni.1011, 

\ \'illiam, George. J ti\ ll 1 JI!. Eliz., m. J~olR'I, m. 
o{ \Vat crl<1 11, 

/,. 166.1, 
IJJ. (r) Eliz. 

Nicholson of 
Glcubcrvic ; 

I 
I 

?iliuis tcr J olm l{L•,·. \\'all t.:r J . SLra chnn. 
in Tan·t·.s . Ch:inc'-~Hor. S l1 w,t.r l. 

(z) Katherine Galloway, dau. o[ Lord Duukdd ; d. 173r. 

I I 
!---,-----,----,-----, 
I I I I I 

J ohn, 
killed 

George. :\farsrtrcl, Thorna.5. , ] :uncs, \\"il!ia.111 1 Jt·an, m. Mary. 

I 
John, 

LL Scots 
Du tch, 

O.S.f> . , 174S. 

m. Hay oi 
IJalhithan. 

b. r7co, drowned ns.t 1• J. Sandi-

I 
Alex. , 
O,S,jJ. 

John , 1838, 

d. 1771. r73 1. la nds :rn<l 
m. 1\farf.:':1rcL 

1\Iontsontc'rie, 
sold \Vatc.rto11 , 

IiiO, 

I 
I I 

Thomas , \V:11lcr1 

m. EH1;. o.,.p. 
Coussmaki::r. 

I 

I 
l\:i1 tbcri11c. 

1•·arqt1hnrsoi1 
of [nvcr­

caa ld. 

I 
::\TargarcL, 
JJL Durie 

and Douglas 
of Fccbil. 

{J. 175.1 , m. Snrnh 
Southousc. 

Richard \V;1itcr, h. 176:, ,i. 1835, 
or Rolvcnc.lcn, m. lHnry :\faulc. 

I I I 
Li.1111oy Eliz. 
Henry. ) lary. 

I 

J ohn Hopton, 
m. J. Ileath, 

wroLc tllc 
Forbes o( 
Wa. tcrtmt 
pamphlet. 

I 
Sarah , 
HJ. \t,'. 

Soutbouse . 

I I 
Katl~;lfiH(: , 

l .aura . 

I 
~[yra, m. Francc.s, b. 
fcnwiclc. 18051 m. 

J\ I ichael Twc.cdi<: 

I 
Alexander, 18:u- 181 1!J, 

I I 
Esme, 
) Iary. 

m, Alic'.! Bt:11. 

~! idiael Forl,,•s 
Tweedie, U. r86o, 
u:. :, lari,m Ell i: . 

I 
i\lauricc1 

b. t SG3. 

I 
J;rnct . 

Akx. 
I, . 1S71. 

I 
Jean. 

I 
l{cmrnth, 

b. r873 . 

I I I 
I 

7 I --1 
Jobann:1, m. George, 

lhin.1. son o{ Sir 
Charles Forber. 

of Nc:wt. 

r\d;1 . \'l':;ltcr, b sL rn:ilc 
oi tlH: \ \'ntcnon 
line, o.t..p., rS~!) . 

Isnb<:I, 1~Jh•I!l3t1 
m. Erring lon. 

Doy11~ F,,1 hc5, Chri:H i11.:i. F11rl>L:.;, 
m, Cecil Guc:a .. 

The fami ly of r.orbes o f 1 \'alcrton is thus extinct, lca\·ing as ihe sole female 
representat ive o f the last Lwo br0ther,; I lie fam ilies of E1-ringlo11 in Essex and 
Tweedie in l(cn t. 
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T he family of Furbes-H.olx:rlson rnprcsc nts tlt0 lin0 u£ \Nilliam Forbes , 
)fo1istcr in Tarves. 

John Hopton Forbes, :md uf i\:1crryoak, married in 18 1S J ohanna, daughter 
o[ Rev. \ ,Vm. Heath, and bad \\'alter, died young ; J oha nna, married George, 
third son o[ Sir Charles l ;orbes, u;t Bart. of Kewe, a merchant in London ; Ada, 
died nnmanied ; and Isobel, marri •d G. H. Erring ton. 

:,.\VUCH AKD THORNTON. 

l. James Forbes, born circa 1640, third son of Thoma , first of "\Vaterton, 
acquir cl rtbout 1678, from his cousin, Alexander, second son of George Forbes 
or Cmigic (sec p. 4r5), the lands or ·aach or .~av ch in th e parish of Fovernn, 
:u1c1 from Sir Jm1es Strnclw.n (before r690) the Ja n<ls of Thornton in t he 
:M •arns. He m::u:riecl (r) :\largaret R:imsay, by whom h e b ad Thomas, 
his heir, Alexander, David and Anna, all o.s.p . 

He married (:z) Lady Jean Falconer, eldest chrnghler of Lord HaU~er ton , 
by whom he bad : 

J a mes and John, both d ied young. James Forbes d ied June 4th, r713. 
TI. Th mas For bes of Thornton , married (r) Katharine, daughter of 

Andrew R amsay of Abbotsliall, by wbom he h ,Ld Th omas and David, vvho 
se tt led in t he Isle of Ilhu1 (s e below) ; James, Anclrew, J olm, George, 
Katharine and six other children . 

H is wife, Katharine, died r709 . Thomas of Woodston and David, t he 
two ckh:st sons, each obtained a grant of a rms :from th e Lord Lyon in 1765. 

Thomas, 2nd Laird of Thorn on, married ,L second wife, by whom he 
hrtd one daughter, H elen, born r7r4, married Dr. J am es Forbes, ph ysician 
in Aberdeen, and died in 1743 without issue. 

He m,mied (3) Elizabeth Lyon, died 1767, aged 67. By her he had 
twcl ve more children . 

Thomas, t he eldest son, sold Thornton, and in 17G"i- wa.s servecl heir 
general to Alexander Littlejohn of Woodston. 

FORBES OF (ORVALLA , l <:J.E OF MAK. 

I. David, the second son of Thomas, 2nd Laird of Thornton, who settled 
in i.hc Tsle o [ Man, married - - W:i.rd and had ,L son, Edward- he died in 

IJ7I. 

II. Edward F orb es bought the property of Cornlla, I sle of Man, a nd 
m arried in r7S4 Alice Holland, by whom he hacl Jour leen child1·en : 

(1) Edward, who succecclecl. (z) R obert, died unm:u-ried. (3) George, 
married Mary Ch amll r of lJ merara, and had a son , John, and a chrnghter , 
Alicia. (,~) David, married t hree times: r. Margaret Calvert of Manchester, 
z. Sarah Pickford of Chapel-le-Ftiih, and 3 . J ohanna J effe rson. (5) Savory , 
and (6) \:Villiam, both died young. (7) E.mm:L, married Joseph W ard. 
(8) Alicia, married Francis Matthews. (9) C Lt herine. (ro) Mary, married 
J 01111 [Je ter i\foore; as well as four ot her,,, died young . 
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III. Edward, Lile SL't:und uwncr uf ·on1,1Ua, niarried in r8r3 Jane, 
eldest daughter and heiress of "William Te:Lr of Bulla.beg, by whom he hac1 
nine ch ildren : Edwa rd, died young ; :n1other Edward, the li cir; William , 
Henry , John, Davie!, J ames, J a ne and llfargaret. 

[V. The sec< ncl son , E dward, succeeded Lo Corva.lla and Bul labcg- - hc 
became Professor of Bolany in E:.ing's College , London, and sub equcnU~, 
Proicssor of Natu rnl Philosophy in the University of Edinburgh. He married 
in 1848 Emily , third daughter o ( l\'Iaj or-Gencral Sir Charles Ashworlh, 
K.C.B., and h ad one Sl n, Eel ward, born r Sy;. The Professm cli ccl Novcmb ' r 
18tl1, r 854, and liis wid ow marri ed in r,' 58 l\fo jor ·velverl:011, a fferwards 
Viscount J\ vonmore. 

Ti m Srrco :-:n F AmLY oF FORBES o r- Ec1u. 

Descendants of 1-Valerto n. 

Sir John F orbes, 2nd La ird and E. nigh.l of Vhtcrton, kid ,t thi rd son, 
VVilli:lln, a student a t Pisa, and an apothecary and chirurgeon in Aberdeen, 
w bo became minister of Tarve.s-hc married J anct, third daug bter of 
Professor J ames Gregory, and had five son. a nd nine daughters , of whom 
only one son and four daugh ters m a n·i cd . J a net Gregory died in r 736, 
:Lgecl 60. 

T he eldest son, J unes, born r701, who was t be seventh child, succeeded . 
The others , J ohn, Thomas, George and William, died young. 

Of the daugh ters , K a lh erin e m arr ied Afr. Wilbcun D yce, schoolmaster 
at Selkirk. H elen, married Mr. J ohn ~1cinnes, minister at L ogic Colcls ton c. 
J ane, rnanied Mr. Anclrew Moir , minis ter at Tarves, Methlick and Ellan . 
Susan, the fifteenth c liilcJ, married :/vlr. J ames J ohns tone, n unister at Crirnond. 
:Vfary , another J m1 , .mothe r H elen, Ann :u1cl Ma.rg:nct cliecl unmarried. 

J ames F orbes, who was a ph ysician in Aberdeen, m arri ll Hd n, 
cl:mghter of Th omas Forbes of Saach and Tl1ornton, and by h er had no 
surviving i. sue- h , married second ly, E up hemia , cl,w ghtcr of J ohn R ow of 
Bondeth, by whom h had : 

(r) Willi am, who bcc::im e of Echt an l Springhill. A 111 rclmnt in 
Ab rcleen. (2) J olin, a Captain in lhc .jutl1 R.c:giment, vvho marriecl Mari(L 
Tirnbrcy of North Wales, and his daughLcr, l £11phemia, nwrriccl WiJliam, 
son of Sir Thom ,ls H anmer. (3) James, went to New York, m arried Anne 
Smith of Aberdeen , and left issue. (4.) W illi,tm, (5) J amcs, and (6) Anne, 
who all died unrn:uried. (7) Euphemia , m arrie 1 George K eith of Aquhorsk. 

Dr. J arnes Forbes d iecl in ITH, and his son, \Villiam, pnrchas c1 Echt 
from tile H on. Alexa nder D u.ff, afterwa rds ] rd E nrl Fife. 

I. \Villiam J,orh "• married in 1-776 E li 7.abcth, third daughter of Dr. 
Th omas Arbnlh nof f. of Dalglcssic, ck ctor in iWonfrose, 211cl son of 5th Vis­
count Arhutlm< Lt, :u1d h:1d fmll' sons and L ' 11 daughters : 
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(l) James, his h eir. (2) Thurnas, died u11111 ,1LTicd. (3) 'vVilliam, \vho 
became F orbes-Robertson of H azcU1cad. He married in 182,1 Helen, daught 'r 

of James Hadclcn of Persley, and h;1cl seven sons, William, James, Alex~mcler, 
T humas, .Arllrnr, George :rncl Farqub,Lr. (4) George of Springhill, married 
Williamina vValkcr allCl h (Lcl two son s MLmed \ i\filliam ,mcl fonr daughters, 
of whom one named George, rnarri cl Lieut. Charles Gordon, Jndian .Army, 
and J emima., married Ilfajor Charles \Vodehouse. 

Of the ten d,rnghters-:.fargarct manicd in x797 William Gibbon of 
ViC'1-vf1elcl , Aberdeen, and had th irtc •n children. E uph emia, married 18r5 
George Garden, merch;u1t, 1fontreal, and had lwo cl1ildrcn. J ane married 
1797 George Hogarth of Wooclhill, Aberdeen, ;rncl had four leen children. 
]O: lizabcth, married Hugh Gordon of i\ f,mar, and hacl six h i! 1r n . J olt: u1 11 :t 
nncl Anne died unmarried, nn d Susa n, Mary, l\'1ari :-i, and I-Innna h Harrie t in 
infancy. 

:;:,.;-o , ~3- SEco:-.o FA:\IILY OF Ec1n . 

Mr. W illiam Forbes, minister at Tarves, i.hird son o f Sir J obn of \ ~'alc::rton, b , 1068, 111. J a net, daughter of 
Professor ] a mes Gregory. \\'as first n doctor in Pisa . 

I 
I I I I I I 

!(,,lheri ne. J oh n . Thomas. George . \\'illia.m. James, i\l.D., 
111 . r. Helen 

Forbes of 
Thornton; 

2. Euphemia 
Rowe . 

I 
H elen, ·m. 
Illcinncs. 

.----------,---'- - -
I I 

T. Will iam of Echt and Springl1ill, 
bought Echt, m. E liz,tbcth 

Arbut lrnott. 
I 

J oh n, w. James o f N. York, 
Timbrcy. n, . Anne Sm ith. 

I 
J nne, 111 . Susan, 111. 

i\lo ir . J. J ohnston. 

I 
Enphem in, 111. George 
EciLh o f Aquhorsk . 

TI, l ames, 
b. 1775, 
1Jl. 1810 , 

J:llle N" iven . 

I 
Thomas. 

I 
William of 

I I I 
Gl:orge of 1\fn.rg-a rl' l, 1;1. Eu pit ·111i:.1, 111. J:1nc, -n1. . 

I 

I faze lhcacl, 
I,, 1791, 
bcc,1mc 
Forbcs-

Rohr·rlson,• 
111. Hr-h:n 
1-l add ·n. 

I I I I I I I I ·1 
William. J o lt11. J ,u nes. G chus. 

I I I I 

Springhill, GihlJC,ll. Gard<'ll . l~Toga rth. 
m . \V. 

\ .Va Iker. 

I 
J sons, 3 rbns. 

I I 
W illi am . J ames. Alex . Thos . Arth ur. George. F:tr~ubar, 

m. :Macaulay. 

1. (But not t he fam il y of Sir J ohnsto n Forbes-H.o bcrl:son, for which sc:e p. ,i.1 ,1.) 

\ Villi am Jio rbes died November ntl1, 1820, :u1c1 was succcc(led by his son: 
IT. James , horn April 22nd, I77S, rn:1.rr iccl s8rn Jan ., third da.11g hlcr 

nf J ohn Nin 111 or T hornL,111 , 1\ bcrclernshirc, hy wl 1om he h:Hl lhrec sons :ind 
s ix daugh Lers : 

-1 ,.,-
-:) 

I I I 
}Iary, 
Anne , 
Mar"a ret. 

11 II II 
6 othe r 

<l a ughters, 
died un­
married. 
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William, advocate in Edinburgh ancl barrister in London, John ancl 
Jame:, a ll died unmarr ied. 

Rachel Ann, married r S32 Patrick \Vat. on Carnegie of Lonr and Turin, 
Angus. Jane, married Clements Lumsden, advoc;Lte in Ab n1cen, a.ml 
w,ts mother oi Dame Louisa Lumsden, r8,1.o-r934. Elizabeth, Edith, .M.aric 
aud Christina died unmarried. 

James Forbes of Echt died July 3I>-t, r850, but before his death he had 
sold the estate, which now belongs i.o Lord Cowdra>' · 

HAZELHE,\D. 

\,Vil li am , third son of William o[ Echt, assumed the surname of Robert son 
on succ ·eding to the estate of Hazelh ad . He married, December 4th, 18--1, 
H ,[en, daughter of Jam es Haddo of P ersley, Provost of Aberdeen, and had 
seven sons, all Forbes-Robertsons : 

(r) William, coffee planter in Ceylon . (2) James, born r827, Hon. E.C.I.S., 
Lieut.-Colonel, Bomba.y taff Corps. Served in the Indian i\fotiny, died 
June 24th, 1872. (3) Alex:ancler, formerl y in Ceylon. (4) Thom,ls, H .E.I.C.S., 
died aged 24. (5) Arthur, Lieutenant, 67 th Regiment. (6) George, Lieutenant 
and C,tptain, 93rd Regiment. (7) f;:irquhar , fa rmer in Yorksh ire, married 
June rgth, 1872, Laura ,\n11, daughter uf C. H. i\facrmlay of Woodhouse, 
h.astrick, Yorks . 

\.Villiam Forbes-Robert.son of I-fazelhcad died in r840, 

PRI:'.\GHILL. 

George Forbes, fourth son of William of Echt, born 1796, received from 
his father the property o f Springhill in Lhc parish of N' cwhills, which he after­
wru-cls disposed of a nd be ·amc a \\·inc merchant in Edinburgh. He married 
\Villiamina, daughter of Cap·ain J;1 mes W alker, H .E.I.C.S., by whom h e 
had lwo sons, both named \Villiam, and four daughlers : 

Williamina, born r825, Elizabeth, Georgina and J emima. 

LAST CADETS OF TOLQUHO)T. 

J ohn D'orbes, third son of Wal tcr, 9th Laird oI Tolquhon (sec p:1ge 
397), .lived at Eclinbanchory, in .Auchincloir, m:uTiecl 1\fargarct Duguicl o( 
Auchinhove, by whom he had one son : 

Duncan, who occupied t.hc farms of Templeton and HilJockhead, parish 
of Ki ldrummy. He rnarri ~cl, December 31st, rGGS, Jc,Lll Glass ~rnd had three 
sons : William, born 1676 , ,u1d Arthur, 1678, both died young . John, born 
1680, who succce<lecl, and t.farg,Lre t, horn r67r, and Jc,m, 1(j73, died young. 
Soph ia, born r675, and a second J ea n, born r682 . 

John [<'orbes di ed Apri l I.Jtb, 1 701, ,rnc1 was succeecled in the o cnpation of 
his farm by the thirrl John in Templeton, who marriecl , r 702, Snpl 1i:1, si st er o f 
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l\'lr. And rew !(er , ministur of Ra1IorLl , l\forayshirc, and had three suns, Alcxan1Jcr, 
born r705 , and Han y , bo rn r7rG, died young, and J ohn , born 1711 , as well ,ts 
four daughters, J ean, Anna and Ba.rb:ua, died 1111married, and E lizabeth , born 
r7r,1., married \Villiam Ferguson, acco untant, Edinburgh. 

J ohn, t he only surviving son o[ t he h st, occupied the farm of F oresLcrJ1 ill 
in Ilfcldrum, and was factor for l\'.Ir. Urquhart of Meldrum , a nd others. 

He married (1) Jean Dalrymple, a. ward of Lord F incllater, who died 
with out issue, and (2) Isabella, chrnghlcr of Bai lli e James Simpson , youn ger 
of Little Folla., merchant in Old Meld rum, n.nd Jrncl s ix sons a n 1 five daughters : 

(r) J ames, born 1761, died young. (2) James, l1orn 1763. (3) Willia m, 
born 1765, LR .C.S., Eclinbm·o-h, pr pric:t.or of Cilecloni,1 P lantation, J ama ic:1, 
;ind Colonel of St. Ann's Regiment of Horse, there, married 18ro Ann Hall, 
and had one chughter, Isabella, ma r ried I. h er cousin, J ohn Rose Forbes, 
and 2 . -- Dunn e. (4) Jonathan, born r766, proprietor of W a.tcr ton 
Plantation, Jamaica, Master of Chancery in Kingston, and oloncl of St. 
Catl1Ctine's Regiment of H orse . He married El izabeth Rose, daughter of 
Charles R ose Gordon of Blclack, by \\'horn he had one son, J ohn Rose Forbes, 
rn:trr iccl h is cousin, above, o.s.jJ. Jonathan had also t wo daughters, d ied 
u nmarried. The fifth son of John of Foresterhill was Thomas, born 1769, 
planter in Jnmaica, died unmaniecl. The sixth was John, born 177-+, 
Lieutenant R.N., marri d .i\nn Jenkins ,Ulcl left two sons and two daughters: 
\Villi.am, born 1810, Maste r R.N ., and Charles, Commander oJ t he "Lin ton ," 
E.I. Co .'s ship; marri cl r. Fanny Grcenwoocl, and 2. Jane 'Miller . Anne, 
,mcl Jane, muried Stephen Willcock, merchant in B ideford. 

The five daughters of John of fr)l'esterhill were : Margare t , born 1767, 
marr ied James Kidd , farmer, );cwsea.i.. Helen, born 1771, d ied u nmarried . 
Jc.in, born r 772, married John Nichol, merchant in Brechin , a nd was m other 
of John Nichol, Professor of Astronom:v, Glasgow. Il'lar,v, born 1777, 
m;trried Jo ·cph Luke, mcrch:mi. in Aberdeen . E lizabeth, born 1780, nmniecl 
Major George Keith of lh' Royal J\Jarines . 

James Forl cs, eldest surviving of lhe ,tbovc six snns, succeeded lii s fa ther 
in the farm o f Fore;;t·erhill, and .ilso in the factorsh ip of Meldrum. He 
married in I7<J+ Jean, da11ghler of Benjamin }forrison, farme r, In verkeit h ny, 
and had six sons (ll1d six cl a ug11!:er: : 

(r) George, born 1796, mercha11l at Stocldon-on-T cc:, cliccl 1m m,u-r iccl 
1834, (2) John, born 1797, \,·1it ·r in Edi..11burgh, married in 1838 fotchcl, 
clrwghtcr o[ John :,\ [an:::on nf Eilhl can, and diccl at Old )klclrnm wiU1ouL 
issue. This John Forbes w:Ls the compiler oJ l he History of the Forbes fam il y, 
about which J ohn Fo rbcs-Robertsnn writes in 1847 . (Sec In t roduc tion. ) 
It never saw the light, lhough il \\':ts p:trl' ia ll _v continn <1 hy the write r 's 
nephews, Forbc:s i\Ian,;on :1nrl John Manson, wl10 correspoJ1derl with \Vill iam 
Troup . (3) Willi,tm, born 1798, cl icd nnnwrr ied 1820. (4) J onathan , 
born 1800, L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, cl iecl u nrnarriccl in J a maica 1S31. 
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(5) Benjamin, !Jorn 1802, ivl.D. in Dysart, married 1833 Ma ry J ameson. 
(6) Duncan, born 1806, minister o( Hampden Church, Jamaica , married 
Margaret Lawson of Kirk(·:1ldy. 

The th ree laughters were J ane , lmrn 180.L rn :Lnied James J ohnslon, 
farmer, Dru111whinclle, ll L'ar Ello11, ,1 11cl. died 1873. Isa.I ell :1, horn 1Krn, 
1mrried J oseph Cottingh,llll, lnla.nd R evenue O.llicc r, Edinlmrgh. Elizabeth , 
born 18n, married A. [(iclc1 , far mer, a cousin. 

J olin Forbes , Uiinl ;;011 or ·w ,lit cr, oth L ai rJ of Tolquho n , 
m. i\f,ugarl'L D ng uicl. 

I 
J 1u11c u1 , rn. J L"i! ll G ia"~· 

1--- -, - --- I 
Willi,1111. 1\ r tl1 11 r . 

,--
J cd1 11 

in T t: 111 pleton , 
m. Sop h ia E cr. 

I 
I 

I 
I 

i\ I :1 rga rct. 

I 

I I 
J ea n. Sop hia. 

I _ T _____ I 

I 
Jua 11 . 

I 
Alux,u1<l cr. J o lin , 1 la rr r . J can . An ntc . l3a.r \J,.ir,t. E lizabclh . 

111 . Lalw ll:t 
S impson . 

I ·-- - I --- - I I --, -- ,-- , I I 
j ,l.lll CS . J illll CS, 

1;1 , Jean 
>lorr1so n. 

I 
I I I 

George . J o hu , ·w illia 111 , 
m. Rache l 
>Ianson, he 

a nd his ncphCll'S 
collected 

materia l fo r a 
Forbes his to ry , 

JS,t 7· 

I 
\ \.ii I ia111 . J u uat ha 11. joh n, ;\lnrgarcl. Helc 11. J ea n . ;\la ry . 

111 , An n 
j l.! 11 k ins . 

I 
I I I I 7 I - 7 

J onath a n. D u1tcan . j ,I.Lu~. \\' illia m, l{.N. Cha.rte~. 

I 
El iz:iudh. 




