
IIAPTER XX\i fl. 

BO'lKDLIE. 

THE most important Cadet family 0[ Pitsligo is that of Boyndlic, descended 
from John, third son of the 5lh Laird. The estate of Boynd lie originally 
formed part of that of Pilsligo, as seen b:v the early charters. The 
charter from J olm Douglas of Balveny in 1423 speaks of Upper 
Bulgne, Nether Bulgnc and :.\[iddlcmost Bulgne and the charter from the 
king confirming the cleed, dated three years later, spells the name in the same 
way. In a charter granted to John Forbes Sth Laird of Pitsligo, in 1600 of 
the Barony of Pitsligo, there is no mention of Bulgne or Boyncllic, ,vhich 
had by then become a separate eslate . 

In a letter (now at Fettercairn) from the ..j.th Lord Pitsligo to James Hay, 
dated January :20th, 1729, this is commented upon, and also the fact 
that the reddendo for the estate of Pitsligo was, in 1600, one penny of silver. 
The letter continues : 

" There is a charter granted by my great grandfather in r632 (that is the first 
Lord) stating that Bo1ndlie was given off to a second brother some hundred 
years ago, to have been holden of the family of Pitsligo for payment of ten 
pounds, as I find by a charter of the first Lord to my father. In the said charter 
t he Tutor o.[ Boyndlic is designated Alex. Porbes of Buth law, his father Alexander 
of Boyndlie being still alive." 

The charter is to Alexander Forbes of Buthlaw and i\fargaret Forbes his 
wife, and the date is April 6th. He was 3rd Laird of Boyndlie.1 

The tutor of Boyndlie had a younger half-brother David, since in his 
falher's will , this David, eldest son by the second marriage-of ·which no 
d ·•tails are known- is left a.n executor. There is also a paper of 
" Consolations for Lady BoyncHie in her viduity." All these are at 
Fettercai.rn, along with a great many other papers bearing on the families. 

I. John, the third son of Alexander, 5th Laird of Pitsligo, and Beatrix 
Abernethy, founclecl the family of Boyndlie ; he was grnnted this estate 
by his father, ancl built a mansion hou e t here. H e married Agnes Gray, 
and was kil lecl at the ba ttle of raibslone I57r. (See p. gr.) He had 
t hree sons, Andrew, died young, Alexander, who succeeded, and John of 
Largie ; and t\\'O daughters. 

1 He liad another char ter from Lord i>its ligo, :llay 7th, .r656, of t he lands of J{ina ldic, 
l\·l iddl, Boymllic and Cairnmu rnan . (Ibid.j 
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II. H is son Alexander married Christian I7raser of :Mnchalls and left 
tw o .-ons, Alex,rnder who succeeded , and John, tL covenanting soldier, \.vho 
was taken prisoner by Iviontrose and release 1 on parole with the ob ject of 
endeavouring to effect the exchange for himself of Montrose's follower, 
yo un g Irvin e of Drum. The Covenanting leaders having refused to agree 
to this, J ohn l•orbes of La rgie, as h e was denominated, returned honourably 
to his captivity and was not released [or some time. He left a son, John, 
\l"ho died without issue and the est ate of Largie reverted to Boyndlie. 

UI. The th ird Laird of Boyndlie, named like the second, Alexander, 
was better known as th e Tutor o[ Boyncllie or the Tutor of Pitsligo, as 
for many years he managed the affairs of the infant son of his second cousin, 
A lexander , 10th Laird and 1st Lord Pitsligo, who died in 1636, only three 
years after his elevation to the Peerage, and , according to one account, 
"not long after his majority." The 2nd Lord must have "come of age" 
at least in 1657, but he did not grant cliscllarge to his Tutor unti l I686, 
and in the Valuation R oll of the County of Aberdeen for 1667 the Tutor 
of Pitsligo is still assessed by that titl e for his old estate in the Parish of 
Colds tone, while Lord Pitsliao appears for his own in the Presby tery of Deer. 
The Tutor married (1) :.\fargaret F orbes of Rires, and (2) Tlfary E lphinstone 
and had three sons: Alexander, Henry c1ncl John and a daughter married 
to WiUic1m Forbes of Luclquharn. 

He was a great Covenanter, and as such is mentioned several times by Spalding, 
as in council with the Earl l\farischal and other leaders. He was in arms with 
l1is own and his ward's men from 1639, and was the senior member of the Com­
roi1.1:ee which met on July 7th, r640, to consider the cases of the " outstanding " 
ministers, including Dr. John Forbes. (See page 317.) 

Among the numerous papers at Fettercairn referring to him there is the 
following order from General l\Iicldleton, " by the direction of the Committee of 
"\Var for the Shire," commanding him t o levy men on the estat e of Pitsligo to 
meet at Turriff 16th April 1646. 

"To The Right Honorabl. 
" Alex. Forbes o[ Boyndl ie-Tutor of Pitsligo. 

" 6 April r646. 
" Right hon°1 

"These arc requ iri ng yo u J\ lexr Forbes 'futor of Pitsligo com1111ss10naris 
apoi ntccl be ye c rnmili:c for Ye Sheri fdom of Aberdeen for ye parioches of 
P itsligo, Abcrdom & Tyrie within ye presbitrie of Deer that you wt all possible 
diligence prcmoniss ye ha.ill com miss ioners of ilk anc of ye sa id parishes-receive 
ye li st of thair names, that according to anc act of ye la.st session of Parliament 
they requi re ye haill herctor · waclsetter s, f uars, lyfreuters tacksmcn & others 
within llie several] parishes to bring furth tile fourth man accordi ng to the first 
lcvie appoynted for Ingland and that they meit at ye rcadezvo us to be haldcn at 
Tunifl upon ye Septcm day of Apri l just before mentioned-suffi ciently armed 
with swords, twa pair muskets and tliric pair pistoles and fa ilynge of arms yat 
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ye said persones compeir day & place foresaicl , fu rnished with spades ,·- tools, 
p icks & gavelocbs & sicklyk, yat ye compci.r with horse & armes & failynge of 
horse tha t they compci.r on foot, a nd bri ng yt.) same, as ye minist er of ilk parish 
sha ll t es lify . .'\.nd t hose fa iling of bring ing their saicl men and an nes as said is 
they sha ll be refut & haldin as enemies to ye cause & co untrie & prosecu te accord­
ingly-and lykways we requ ire yoe & tht.! hail! commissio nar is withi n t he said 
pariochs to keep ye sd randcvous wit h there same men in manner & as foresaid 
and to give a ne acco unt of you r & their diUgence as yo u w ill be a nsm~rable-so 
resting. 

"Jo . .;\Udcl letoue." 
Twcn ty yea.rs l.1 tcr the Tutor fell uncler the displeasure of t he restoration 

government, and would seem to baYe been a prison er in the h:1nds oi Adam 
Urquhar t of Meldrum who had been a soldier in the foreign wars and com­
manded :.t troop of horse for King Clta,rles II . in i.he nor th. 

Letter addressed "For i.he Lady Bojmdlie." Endorsed "j\foldrum's 
letter to my :Mother. " 

" Aberdeen, J une 29 . I666 . 
" i\1adam, 

"I know not how to express myself at your hands for my want oI power to 
give your h usband permission to come home, but I assure yon if I <lirst have 
adventured I should never have mr,de an scruple to send him, for if m y relation 
to him bad not been trye enough to have engadged me to hazard my interest for 
him, yet my respect for you would, t herefore if you have a nie other opin ion of 
me pray doe me the j ust ice to enquire if I have not clone a lreadie m ore tha n I can 
answer for which (though I doe not pretend to thanks) I hope you will not 
mistake me since as I have not hitherto been wanting to use my best endeayours 
so I never sha ll fa il to a prove myself on all occasions .:VIadarn y r most obedient & 

humble serva nt 

" Ad. Urq uhart . 

"~Iadam, I shal l give you an account of m y diligence immediatelie a fter my 
arrival in th e north which I hope you ,.,,ill not take in ill part whatever be the 
event." 

(Adam Grquhart died November 10th , 1684-) 
The next s tage in the proceedings is t his petition, delivered in London:-

" The humble pe ti t ion of Alexander Forbes of Boynd l.ie in Scotland (no elate) 
" Shewcth That yom peti tioner was fy ned i11 a greatt soume, trip le his 

yearlie rent , t hat having b ut a sma ll estate greatly b m clened a nd a numerous 
fantilie of eight small children, and no other remeclie left hi m, has been n ecessitat t 
notwithstand ing his great age a nd at this season of t he year to come to court 
most lmmblie to emp lor yonr sacred Majestic t hat it would be graciously p leased 
t o Comiseratt his said condition in subscribing 1 his :fyne t o a year's rent o □ li e , 

by order all execution against his person or against his gear be suspenclet, and 
t be petitioner sh a ll ever pray-elated at W bylt,ha l I. " 

1 Rctlucing. 
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The answer ·was as follows :-

', H is Majesty is graciously p leased to appnynt that the petitioner doe pay one 
ful l year 's rent in place of the fyne imposed upon hi..rn by t he parlia ment. 

"sig . Lauderdale." 

There was, of course, no lisguising the fact that P itsligo an d his Tutor 
had been very anti-royalist, and interest had to be made for t he former by 
his uncle, Sir J ohn Keit h , created J_ord K intore, for the share (t hough a 
mi.nor one) he had taken in preserving the Scottish Regalia, removed from 
Du11nottar Castle to Kinn ff church .) 

Letter fro m Lord Kintnre i.o Lord Pitsligo. 

" Eeith Ha ll , 
' ' 23 J ann . r6So . 

" !vly Lord-
" Having got lately a ne order from t he Co uncil ordering n1c t o give in a ne 

list of a ll ye 1-Ieritors who came out to the Kings service w ith me, which list I 
must duly subscr ibe and swear to, the copy of which order I have sent yr lordsh ip, 
wh ich yo u wil l be p leased to retn rn me with the .Bearer, I am de~irous & a m sure 
you' ll believe me, to serve you so far as my honor & perjury can be S,Lved t hereby 
and you know that you had not but one man that went out for yoe & all yr 
interest, which I am ,Lfraid may be taken notice oil \Vhercfore I thin k it very 
ftt t you wri te t o my Lord Marr in case there be a ny noyse of ye al sente, to 
befriend you & its ly k I may be ther about the tym. I sha ll wait on him & 
concur to all the little pm1·er I have, for I have no will your name should be heard 
& Indeed 1 would quest. ion the co unsel! should be so severe in the search , for I 
swca.r t hey arc t o ca ll fo r the registration books, & after the knowledge off our 
lists t he rest wi ll be found ou t in t he books. 11eantyme [ ha ve forgo t yo ur 
man's name that came for to you, which I pray send me-

" :.\,[y 11')'1 presents her most humble service to my lady and the }Iistress &. 
I shall ever be to you a l I My lord 

" .:-\. right affectionate Unkle &: 
"right humble Servt 

"Kintorc." 

During Boyndlic'. administration of t he estates of P itsligo there occurred 
the following transaction :-

" It is to be remembered that my Lord P itsli i;o entered to the possession of 
t he house a nd yards of L ucl 1uh ,1rn wit b t he t own and lands of Tor hendry being 
about the sext part of the lands of I .. udq uharn in t he encl of the year 1652, but 
that the Laird (Sir William J(i;i/h, fn·.c,t Bari. cf L-Hclqulumi) did violently rob 
and meddle with the rents as sha ll be proven. In 1653 t he Lord Pitsligo did sell 
t he land o [ Torhendry t o Sir A.lexander Keith, the said Sir Vlilliam 's son, thereby 
the better to corroborate the possession , bnt t hat t hereafter t he said Lai rd 
cl ispossest his sane and the Lord P itsligo, and kceped t he same till t he tyme of 
his death, wh ich was in the year 1666. The t0\\'11 of Aberdeen d id intromitt 
wi t h some part of t he land o[ L udguharn ." 
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It would seem to have been an unlucky estate, for the Keiths went 
b;u1krupt, and Alexander Forbes of Torhendry, whose fat.her had been 
" in Bo;,m dlie," also became insolvent about r7r7, and the estate passed 
to the Guthries. (See page 363.) 

The re is ,L bundle of letters from James !\lowat, "cousin Balqubollie," who 
was sent abroad in 1653-55 with Alexa nder Forbes, eldest son of Alexander 
Forbes of Boyndlie, T ntor of Pitsligo, for the health a nd education of t he you.ng 
man. They went to Rouen, Angern, Le l\fans a nd Orleans, a,nd h e seems to 
have acquired a fai r knowledge of French a nd to have devoted a good deal o f 
attention to what he calls his" Exerciscs,"-viz. riding, fencing and dancing, in 
a ll of ,vhich French instruction was considered to be t he right thing. The boy 
J, imselI writes rarely to his father and his letters arc very short. The tutor 
wrih:s ,Lbout once a m onth, a nd invariably mentions that more mon ey will 
be required and that he bas not heard from his employer, who seems to have 
\\' rittcn very seldom, Towards the encl of the two years, h e mentions that in 
his opinion Alexander has been long enough in France and should he stay 
longer might become " corrupted." The ooy himself asks, if he is " not to see 
tbe whole of F rance as others do," that he may come home through Holland 
a nd see that country and not by a long sea voyage as he is " not a good 
sca1nan." 

No details 0£ his Ii (e after lie returned t o Sco t land have bec u fo und, he 
evidently precleceasL!d his fat her, which is not surprising as be seems to have 
been a del icate youth, aftlicted with var ious complain ts, described in detail by 
the T utor. 

Another interesting paper connected with the Tutor is : 

A (OPY OF TI-IE LETTER OF GEJ:\ERAL GEORGE l\'.Io:\'CK TO TH J,: LAIRDS OF 

ABERDEENSHIRE R"ECE IVED BY THE T uTOI{ OF P rTSLIGO, LAIRD O[' BoYNDLIE 

(an d now at Fctle1'caim). 
"Edinburrrh , 27 . Oct. r659, 

" My Lordis a nd gentlemen-I desire ye 1dl be pleased to agrie amongst y our 
sdflis to send anc of your number in behalff of the shire to meet with me hcer at 
Edinburgh upon t ile 15th of Kovember Because I have speeiall oceasione to 

speak with them about som effaircs o f tbc con trey at that tymc. I have lykwyse 
tu desire one favour from you to ge t me fy ftein serviceable horse as may be able 
to carie two huncl rctll weigh t to inablc us for our ma1·chc with pack saclles and 
croobis 1 and a man to atlend t hem fo r whi ch each man and h orse shal l have 
e ightein pcnse a clay and that the horse may he hoer upon the 20 th of November 
which is a ll at presell t from 

" Your Lordshipis \'eric humble Servant, 
" George i\'Ionck." 

The "affairis o( the country " were of co urs the projec ted restoration of 
'harles II, and the " ane of their number" \\'hom the Lairds of Aberdeensh ire 

sent to co nfer with t he General , \ l"aS Lord _-\.boyne . ::Sfonck was not yet open ly 

1 Panicrs. 
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on the King's side as sho"·n by othei- letters at Fettercaim , in which he was 
apparently sti ll at one with t he Covenanting authorities, as he had been in 
Cromwell 's clay. 

Alexander Forbes, "Tutor of Pits1igo," died in 1672, as the County 
Valuation of that year assesses his " beirs." He was succeeded by his 
second son, 

IV. Henry Forbes of Boyncllie, who married a daughter of Gordon of 
Edinglassie. The only personal detail to be found about him in the Fet ter­
cairn pa.pers is that " on July 29th, 1694, \Nilliam Duff of Dipple discharges 
Forbes of Boymllie of 100 marks Scots money, for the pryce of ane aqua vitae 
pot or steek, sold be me to h im." Witnesses, William Duff, Provos t o ( 
Inverness, and M. Robertson, late Provos t. 

There is among the Boyndlic papers ,1 precept fo r infefting Henry as he ir 
to his father , February 24th, 1683. 

Jean, daughter of Henry F orbes, was the wife of t he Great Glcnbucket, 
which is cuiious, as the family of Midd le Boyndlie remained Whigs in 1715 
and 1745 . (john Forbes, who purchased Upper Boyndlie and was the 
Jacobite Cess Collector , was of the family of Monymusk. Sec page 303 .) 
Henry Forbes made a disposition in fa.vour of his two daughters, Jean and 
:Margaret, March 13th , 1699, but only Jean was his heiress. 

V. On the death of Henry 1,orbes in 1700 the estate of Middle Bo)11dlie 
passed to hjs brother John, p reviously known as Captain J ohn Forbes of 
Largie or of Forbestown. H married firstly Agnes Fonlarton, and had ,Lt 
least three children : J ohn , J ames and Elizabeth, who all died young. 

A dccrect arbitral was drawn up in 17-9 relative to the m,trches of Boyncllie 
between Captain Forbes of Boyndlie, ancl Theodore Forbes of Pitfichie. 

His second wife was }fargarct Ha.y, who surv ived unti l 1772 and was known 
as" old Lady Boyncllie." She bacl two sons who died young, Alexander and John, 
and tl1ree daughters, J ean, !lfary and Eliza.beth,1 for wbom their father made a 
bond o [ provision in 1731 .~ I-fo died in rnr. The da11ghter Mary cliecl younrr. 
Jean, who was a cripple, manied Thomas Morris, said to have been a cooper. 
Elizabeth, the youngest, married Baillie George Philips, of Banff, who died in 
r 758, leaving t hree sons, and his widow maniecl James 1\-fackic of Gask who 
instituted proceedings t o deprive J can :\:Torris of her portion, adducing the fact 
of her having m,u-riccl below her rank in life as evidence of weak-m indedness!, 
but George Forbes of Latlysfonl, o( the Upper Boyncll ie branch, succ ssfully 
intervened a.ncl protected J ca.n's rights, as in I 773 J ea.n Forbes ancl her husband 
made a cUsposition of tbeir half of Boynd lie to the above George Forbes described 
as of " Upper Boyndlie," IollO\\"Ccl by a Sasine and a disposition of the same in 
r775 to J ames Mackie of Cask. .:.\fack ie sold it in 1784, to Captain George 

1 F cllercaim Papers. 
2 Special retour Jan e a nd E li za beth Forbes as h eirs port:i on crs to 1:llcir father in the 

cs late uf Boyndlic, :\[arch .;th, 177?.. (Boy1ul!ic Papers .) 
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frv ine (who married Christine j\faria Gordon) a nd t l1us the branch of Midd le 
Boyndlie came to an end,l 

The only sister of tbe last Lai.rd o[ 13ovndli ·, ::\fary, married \Vi ll iam Forbes 
of Lndquharn and had a son, James. 

Letter of good ad vice frnm .apt. Forbes of Boyndlie to his sisters' son:­

" To Mr. James Forbes, son t o Lu<.lquharn, at Geo. fforbes tai lor at his house 
in Charles Court near York building in the Shand nr. haring Cross, London . 

"Boynlie, 23 Aprile 17r2. 
·• Dr. Nephew, 

"1 had yr 2°, under lJn rrn',; 1mmc, yon did well in so doi ng, postages 
being expensive. I have recommended this t o come up, so if possible Being I 
thought titt t o write, tho ' bad lit tle to ·ay, Leist you were trusting to supplies 
where they cannot be had. VVerc I in circumstances as formerly , ye migh t 
expect assi:tance Tbo uow ye ca 1mot at thi s time. Ye would a lso doe wecll to 
consider ye have not funds of that kind to stress to, either of yr own or others, 
nor a re yr pa.rents able to spare much that way, l'.V[ucb less to support luxury or 
prodigality wh ich some alledge you to be g uilty of before ye first went to sea, 
But wishes it may be found othcrwere and that you would now seriously apply 
yourself to employ7nent where you may ha\·e it and not depend upou frien d or 
acq1;aintance. Many a young man has done \\'ell who have been put to your 
shift wt less as yo n went off with , bnt I would serio usly intreat you to ponder 
yr own & friends circumstances and apply yourself accordingly to make a liveli­
hood by £rugall and industrious means, tbinkiug nothing below you in a strange 
p lace fo r t hat end . And I wou ld seriously advyse yoe to ponder your ways 
before the Lord & consider if ye be so walking as ye may p lead t his ! lessing 
upon your endeavours, for they who honor Goel, He will honor bnt others shall 
be but lightly esteemed by Him-Besid e that H e will b ri ng their work into 
judgement. Consider t his seriously and the Lord give you understanding 
thereunto-As for the money yo u JJropose for buying Lieute nants or Ensign's 
post, I see not where it can be bact- ··o you \\'Old not upon your side listen to it. 
I have not seen your father since Lady Cobairclie's burial, but shall \\Tite him. 
I'm iu extream beas t so must break off and bid you aclew 

fl as -y onrs to serve yon 

" J obn Forbes." (Fe!lercri:irn M 55.) 

The same nephew, James Forbes, wri t ing to his mother a year Jn.ter says 

"London, June 20 r7r3. 
" Dear r,lothcr, 

"This, aft(;r all my misfortunes is to acquaint you t hat at las t I am 
come out of gaol-Captain Abcrcromby (Glassa) got t he money from Alex Forbes 
at my uncle's orders, for l\lr. Liv ingston tho nght that my uncle 's cred it was not 

1 George Forbes made an ass igna tion of t he estate in 1776 to James 1fackic. This 
seems to have be n s 11 bscq 11 c0Lly " re,·okcd" by- :\[rs . :\fockic, where upon J ames i\fackie 
made a d isposition in her favour, and a sasine m1s gra nted to her. 17ina lly, Mrs. Jlfackic 
and h er hnsband joi nt ly granted a disposition a nd sas inc in [,Lvour of George Irv ine, 
September 1st, 178~. (Boyudlie Charters.) 
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suffic ient for that surmn of money needed . 1 am in hope o[ going up the Mediter­
au.ian on board my lord Forbes ' his ship the Greenwich, otberwise in a Merchant­
m an but yo n sh all hear from me bef re I go . 1 had butt very small a llowance 
to cloat11e m e, with wbicb I h ave made a shift but am ashamed to go with my 
l.ord Forbes so ill provided as I am--1-Iowevcr I'll push my fortun e furth er than 
I expected-Captain Abercromby hilth used me Ycry iv il ly and I hope you ' ll 
thank him when be comes home, which will be speedily- which with my humbl 
duty to you a,ncl my :father is a ll att present from Dr l\fotber yr m os t idfoctionatc 
& obedient Son 

"Jamrs Forh ·s ." (Fcilerwfrn MSS.) 

J lI>!OR B.RA~CHES OF PIT. UGO. 

FORB l~S OF LETIIE>!TY, AFTE:R\\'ARD S Of CRAIGTOU:--r A)ID GASK. 

J. The second son of Sir Alexander, 2nd Knight of P i t ·ligo, was Geovge, 
designed of Lethenty, who was on Jan nary 10th, 1486, infeft by his nephew, 
the 3rd Laird of fitsligo, in ro pounds of the lands of Coldstone, and a yearly 
rent of -f rncrks from the lands of Lethenty, dming his lifetime. H e married 
a daughter of Alexander Calder of Asloun , by whom he bad three sons : 

:.\Ir. Alexander, p:ir on of Forbes, ALtrick of Craigtoun, and ·will iam, 
caUecl by i\fatthew Lumsden " Sick Willie Forbes," o.s.p. 

II. Patrick of Craigtoun married a daughter of Robert Blindsell, JJrovos t 
of Aberdeen and relict of the Lair l of Cnlter, by whom he had a son James, 
and cEed August 20th, r622. 

III. J ames of Cra.igtoun 2 married a daughter of R obert Allarclyce of 
Bac1enscot h, by whom he h:Ld a son, 

rv. John, married Marj ory , daugbLer of James Forbes of Gask and died 
r622 . In I6r7 J ohn Forbes of Gask was witness to a contract between Lord 
Forbes and the famou :.\fr. :-\nctre,,· Cant, and in r629 he "as conjunct with 
t be i\1aster of Forbes in a bond to Strachan of Glen ki.nd y for 7000 rnerks. 

\' . There was a Patrick Forbes of Craig toun a nd Gask in r650, pres umably 
son to a so n of t h e above J ohn, sioce b e was retoorcd heir t o his grandfather, 
J ohn I·orbes o f Craigtoun. 3 H e had also in 165,~ a charter from Oliver Cromwell 
of the lands of Bytb, which he had npprized from John F orbes o[ Byth for 1,600 

merks, which lands h e dispo11 cd July 3rd, r663 to Baird o[ Kew Bytb. (TF1·ils of 
Byth. ) 

R11rns. 

I. The ea rliest cadet of P itslirro t.o found a famil:-1 ,vhiclt endttred, was 
Arthur v orbes of Ri rc , t!n'nl. s0 11 of tlte second LLircl of Pitsligo. He 

1 Viscount Forbes. a fterll'ards 3rd En rl of Grana rcl. (Sec page 319.) 
: J a mes Forbes of Craigtoun was among 1:hosc rorbescs exemp ted from the j uris­

dic.t ion of the l~arl of Huntly in r.573. (Sec page ro+.) 
3 His mothe r, "i\larjory Forbes" had lhc life-rent of half th e lanrls of Cra igtouu. 
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acquired the lands o.f Rires in Fife in 1477 b y m,u-riage wi th Elizabeth , 
da11ghter and heiress of Mkhael \ Vemyss, younger of Rires, an d in that year 
Elizabeth had a rova l charter confirming her as heiress to her grandfather 
in the lands of Rire,;. 

There was one ·on, WiJJiam, who succeeclecl. 
II. Sir William Forbes, I<night if Rires , married (r) Sanclilancls of 

Calder, no issue, (2) Eljzabeth Lun ilin, by whom he h a.cl two sons, (r) David, 
who married Alison Sandilands, relict of the Laird of Balmonth ; David is 
styled in 1519 " Apparent o( Rires," but cl iecl in his fa t her's lifet ime, 
(2) George, who succeeded. 

II I. George nrn.rried a cousin , o f the house of Lm1din , and had three sons : 
(r) Arthur, his heir; (2) Jam •s, o.s.p ., ancl (3) 'William who married E lizabeth 
Auchmut ie, reli ct of Simon Nairnc of Newton Rires. 

IV. Arthur 1:.orbes manicd Margaret , fifth daughter of" J ohn Bethune of 
Creich " and annt of Queen Mary's Mary Bea.ton (usually so spelled) . T his 
"Lady R ires" is mentioned in t he c11rious legend of the substi tuting of 
another ch ild for that of the Queen, which is saicl to have died . She was also 
credited with supernatural powers, and further to have acted as go-between 
betwixt Queen i\fary and Bothwell. She had two sons, (I) J ohn, designed 
fiar of Rires in r550-he was killed in 1570 or 1571, possi bly at Till ieangus. 
His wife was Barbara S:m cliland · of St. Monans, by whom he had t hree 
<laughters, Christian, married to Rober t F orbes of Nev,•ton Rires, who had 
,t daughter Christian , married Andrew Finlay; J anct to Andrew Trail in 
Balca rres ; and Dorothv to Patrick Hunter. 

She had also a second son , Ar thur, who succeeded his father. 
Arthur, the 4th Laird, had a sRsine of the "Lands of R eres, \:Vemyss, 

Leuchars" and others on April 12th, r 536. 
On February 18th, r539, his wife's relative, t he famous Cardinal, was 

granted an income from the estate : 
"Ane letter ma id to ane rnaist reverend fader in God, DRvid, Cardinal 

of Sanct Anclre\\i s of t h e mails, fe rmes, p rofits an d dut ies of t h e la nds of 

Reres , Fawfi elds, Froslleyis, Bowtell , Wemyss, etc., b y reason of non-en try 
since the decease of Th omas Wemyss of R cres, 1\1Iichael W emyss, Arthur 
l'orbes or any other last lawiull po,sessor." 

There must have been an error as to the " decease " of Arthur, as he and 
hjs wi fe, lvlargaret Beaton, had a fresh sasinc in 1541 (perhaps recovering 
the proper ty from the Cardinal !) , and in 1550 Sasine was granted to J ohn 
Forbes as li ar , reserving his father 's life rent. Ar thur i n fact did not die 
nntil 1586, a.ncl was succeeded by his second son, Arthur above. 

V. Ar thur, t he 5th Laird, married E lizabeth J\fo rton , and by her had 
t hree sons and four daughters: 

William, died before his fat her; h .obert , who succeeded ; J ames, portioner 
of Kilmany, who had a son Artlrnr, served heir 1637. E npha rn, marri d 
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"D,Lvid Bethune of Creich ," a cousin ; K.atherine, married Trail of Blebo ; 
).fa rgaret , married (r) the Laird of T orwoocllee, and (2) Al exander F orbes 
of Boyn dlie ; Agnes, married J ohn Forbes of Brux. 

Arthur died in 1610 and was succeeded by his second son, 
VI. Rober t , marrie 1 in 1606, Chri ·tian, daughter of Sir William 

:.fon crieff , by whom he had six sons and eigh t claugltters : 

I. William, bis h eir-app:u-ent, who married Catherine, daughter of Sir 
J ohn Buchanan of Sco ls Craig, by whom he had Ar lhur , who succeeded, 
and :Marga ret, married to T homas Gourlay , younger of Kincraig . 
\Villiam died in 1651 ; 

2. J ames, killed at Tippermui r 164+, married Catherin e, daugh ter o f 
David Bethune of Creicl , by wh om he had a son , Arthu r ; 

3. Robert ; 4. J ohn ; 5. D,Lvicl, and 6. Alexander, a ll wilhon t descent. 

The eight daughters were-
Elizabeth, married Alexan der Lindsay of EveJick ; Euphame, married 

the Laird of Tilibo ; H elen, married l\Ir . John :.IcGill of Kemback, :\'Iini ster 
of Cupar; Catherine , married \,Villi am Spicer ; E lspeth, m arri ed as his second 
wife, Alexander, rrth Lord Forbes; 1 Anne, ma rr ied J o1rnston of Caskieben ; 
Chr istian, married P atri ck Ivfau le , nephew of Lm cl Pcrnmure; Lilias , married 
John Cars tairs of Cassingray, in 1643. 

Rober t F orbes of Rires had in 1635 a Commission to preven t sailors 
fro m landing in the little port of Elie, near his home; this was a precaution 
fo r fear of the plague. In 1639 he ha cl " a li cence to e,Lt fl esh in Len t " ; 
he died in 1658 ctnd was succeeded by his grandson , 

VII. Arthur Forbes, married in 1656, Jan et, daugh ter of Palrick 
Kininmont of that Ilk, by whom lie had four sons and four daughters: 

1 . Arthur, and z. W ill iam, o.s.p . ; 3. Robert, born 1665, who succeeded ; 
4. James ; }farg,u-et, E lizabeth , Anna and J ane t , all unmarried. 

He died before 1686 and was succeeded by his t hird son, 
VIII. R obert , who sold the estate in 1691. 
The branch descend ing from \Villia m of Daach, second son of the eldest 

son and h eir-apparent of t he 2nd Lai rd of Pi tsligo (said W illiam being brother 
to the tlzfrd laird) became that of ~ewe, and was so impor ta nt and had so 
many rami ficc1t ions , thc1L i t demands a chapler to itse lf. (Seep. 365 .) 

:MErnl.E \ ;\/AR.DES. 

The next minor brnnch was t hat of M ikle \.Vardes, though not descended 
from Malcolm , the first Laird of those la nds. 

I. Arthur Forbes, fourt h son of Alexander, 5th La.ird of P itsligo, born 
1533, was at fi rst tenant of Dttnbennan and then portioner of Meikle \Varcles . 

1 T his was the marriage about which the: tutor of Cromai·ty wns cons ulted in an 
amusi ng letter. (See p::tg<' 19r.) 
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Ou September qlh, r563, he acquired from his eldes t brother, William 
Furhcs of Pjtsligo, three ploughs of Newton of Meikle \Vardes, in the Garioch, 
aud on July 12th, r56q, 1\lexander Forbes of .Pits ligo, his nephew, granted 
to .Arthur and his wife r6 bovates of Meikle \Vardes. 

Arthur married about r569 .Margaret, daughter of Alexander Leslie of 
Pi 1. t.:,Lplc, by whom he had seven sons and lluTc daughters: 

R >bert, lti s heir; Jam's of J3a.nkhcad (see belm,·); Pa.trick of Blackhall 
(sec next page) ; George William (d ied young) ; a:; wc.:Ll as ,eorge, William, 
and Alexander, ,Lll o.s.p . 

:ifarjory married John Leith of Lei lh-hall. :iiargarct married John Grant 
of Inv ruric. Janel married Alexander Irvine of Boclclam . 

. Arthur died in rGo6 .Lnd was succeeded by his eldest son, as on April glh, 
1606, Robert Forbes of .Aultltoun and l'Vl ik le Warcles was cautioner for 
James Cheyne in Pitsligo and :ifartene Vaan there, not to reset or inter­
commune with Patrick Cheyne of Essilmonth and others. The band is 
subscribed at Pitsligo by Robert and William Forbeses, son of the late 
Mr. Arthur Forbes, portio11 er of \Vardes. (Privy Council Records.) 

II. Robert oi }Iciklc Vhlrcles, also ca1led of Olcltoun of ·warcles, m:uried 
:iforgaret, daughter of John Leslie of Largie, a nd had ftve sons and two 
daughters :-

r. Arthur, died in France, s.p. ; 2. Patrick, succeeded bis fathe r ; 
3- George, in Aberdour (see n~xt page) ; 4. Alexander, in Boyndlie, r62--1--
9r (ibid.) ; 5. William, in Auch li11. 

Christian married Alexander Burnett, in Newton; Jean married Alex. 
Logie, in Williamston ; I\Ia.rgaret married Alexander Garioch, in Little 
Endovie. 

III. Patrick Forbes was sen·ed heir-general to his father, Robert Forbes, 
in Olcltoun of vVardes June 2nd, r6--1-3. H e married Beatrix, daughter of 
Join Gordon of Brucklay, by whom he had two sons, Robert, in Old Wharnie, 
and George-both died s.p. 

B.-\:-IEHEAD. 

James Forbes of Bankhead, second son of the rst Laird of Meikle Wardes, 
married Marga.ret Logan, by whom he had Junes, his heir, and Mr. Arthur; 
;dso Violet, who married James Barcla:-1 at Eeith. 

J ames Forbes, second o( Bankhead, married J ean, daughter of James 
Forbes of Blackton. The second James wa dead before }fay 25th, r676, 
wh n Jean, his widow, obtained a certilicalc of her cl scent. (111isc. Sj)ald-ing 
011b, Vol. V.) 

Bankhead became the property of George forb 'S of Kebbaty. 
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BLACKHALL (l NVERURlE) . 

Palri ck of Blackball, t hird son of Arthur of Meikle Wardcs, married 
Marga ret Blackball, d,rnghter of Lhe Laird of that Ilk, and by her acquired 
the property. They had five sons, J ames, :\rtlmr, Hugh and \Villiam, 
who all died without issue, a nd i\Ir. J ohn, minister Jirst at Colclstone and 
afterwards a t Kinc,udine O'Neil. H e married 1\'largaret Strachan of Thorn­
ton, by whom he had a daughter, Nicholas Helen Forbes, married John 
Forbes of Kincardin e, sevent h son of the 2nd B,1ronet of Craigievar. The 
minister died in 1708, accord ing co Colonel All arclyce, and according to the 
Aberdeen Sasines, .John and Nicholas Forbes had sa: in e on Kincarcline 
September 26th, 17 i9. They bad two daughte rs, Barbara and Marg,Lret. 

T o R!lENDRY . 

I. George Forbes, in Aberdour, tbfrd son of the 2nd Laird of i\foikle 
Ward s, purchased the lands of Torhendry, in the p,uish of Longside. He 
married Elizabeth, daughter of Arbu thno t of Cairngall, and died without 
issue, being succeeded by his next brolher, Alexander. 

II. Alexander Forbes, formerly ·i·n Boyndlie, fourth son of Robert of 
l\Icikle \Vardes, succeeded to Torhenclry. He manied J ean, daughter of 
Waller Forbes of :'\ uchredie, and had three sons and two daughters :­

:\lexander, his heir; George, in Killiequbarn ; \Villiarn, o.s.jJ . ; Mary, 
marri cl George Forbes, in Sapli n brae, ancl rrnother died unmarri .d. 

H e died February 28th, 1694, and was succeeded by his son, 
III. Alexander of Torhendry, married Jean, only surviving child of 

Alexander Gallow~LY, goldsmith in Aberdeen, ancl had two sons and a 
daughter (his tombstone is in St. Nicholas Churchyard) . 

The sons were :-

I. :\lexander, silversmith in Aberdeen, who died there, July 15th, 1752 
(his fa mily went t o America). 

2. T homas, minister in Aberdeen , married (r) Margaret, daughter of 
Da,-id Forbes of Leslie, and (2) Agnes, daughter of James Mackenzie 
of Dalmore . He died without issue J anuary rSth, 1783, aged 74. 

3. J e;in, rnanied J ames Leslie, minister of St. Fergus. 

JV. Alexander, the 3rd Laird of Torhencl rv, purchased about 1696 th 
lands of Ludquharn, in Longside, previously t he property of the old family 
of Keith, from whom they l1ad been 11urchased before 1686 by one Robert 
F orbes, whose son \;Villiam succeeded and sold them. Alexander F orbes 
becoming bankrupt, the lands of Lndquh.-1rn passed in r7r8 into the hands 
of Sir John Guthrie of King Edward-a cadet of the fam il y of Guthrie 
of Guthrie, in Angus. 
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AUCJILJN. 

The fifth son of Robert l•orbes of Meikle \Nardes was William, tenant of 
Auchlin. He married Christian , daughter of J ohn Forbes of Pitn:lcaclell, 
and died in IJI7, leaving two sons and three daughters:-

John, married Jean, daughter of J ames Carnegie, Jitster in Ab rcleen; 
William, in Auchmacluclie, who also occupied l\founthoolcy in Pitsligo, he 
married Isobel Scott o-f Roschcarty , by whom he had Alexander and John ; 
Margaret, manied Thomas Forbes in Slains ; J can, married \Villi am Blake 
in Pitsligo; and Sophia, died un married . 

William of Mounthooley's second son, John, in Ro ·chearty, married 
December 7th, r727, Margaret Gordon o-f Old Deer, by whom he had a 
daughter Rebecca. For some time previous to t he Rising of r745 he acted 
as factor in Rosehearty for hi s kinsman, Lord Pitsligo, ancl after the latter's 
death , acted in the same capacity for the i\faster or P itsligo. He died 
July I7th, r789, aged 85. 

Xo . r5. T REE O F Tl!E .l'A~II LY OF MEIKLE \ V,\RDES. 

Arthur o f l\fc ik.l e \Vardes , fourth son of 5th J_a ird of P itsl igo, I d. 1606 . 

I I I I i I 
Robert o f 

:.\L "\Vard s . 
J ames of 

Bankhead . 
Patrick o f 
Black.hall. 

George, \Vi lli am , John, Alexander, 
a ll o.s.p. 

I 
I I I I I 

Arthur and Patrick of George of 
Torhcndry, 

o.s.p. 

Alexander of \Villiam of Auch lin , d. 1 iOO . 

o.s.p. M. \Vardes. 
I 

I 
Robert, George, 

both o.s .p. 

T orhcncli·v, 
d . r69.1: 

I I 
:\ lcxancler. J ohn. 

I 
I I 

Al exander. Thomas, 
Min is t er 

of 
Abcrdo ur. 

I 
\Villi::un in I Mounth ol y . 

I I 
Alexander, J ohn, 

b. I702, th e factor~ 
d. 1723 . b. 170.1, 

d. r789. 

1 :Mat.thew Lu msden gi\'CS four b asta rd sons of Sir \ Villi a.m Forbes, 1st of Pitsl igo , 
\Villiam Cam, \Villiam Begg, Evil D unc;i,n o f Kem nay and Lauchlan. The fi rs t had a 
son a11cl t\\'o grandsons killed at t he Battle of Brig of Don. The second a. son William, 
who b ecame of Legatsdcn. The third hitcl two sons, Patrick ,mcl Fergus, the latte r 
being the fat her o f Arthur Forbes o r Tilliebarloch. 




