
CII Al'T ER XXI I. 

DESCE)!DAN TS OF THE YOO:\l"GER SONS OF 
T.HE LORDS FORBES. 

CORSIKDAE (IVllL::K E }lO">lH IUS K). 

I. THE second son of J ames , 2nd Lord Forbes, and Lady Egidia Keith 
was D11ilcail, designed first of 'kene, afterwards of Corsindae .1 He married 
Christian :Mercer, daughter of the Lai rd of Balliet, Provost of Perth, widow 
of Gil berl ~- kene of Skene, and had a son : 

IL William of Corsi.nclae,2 who m ~Lrriecl i\fargaret Lumsden, daughter of 
the Laird of Coull, relict of John ston r Caskieben , by whom he had issue : 
Jame., his heir ; :'.\fr. Duncan of Monymu~k (seep . 300) ; Patrick of Kernmcks 
(see p . 299) ; J ohn of Balllnig, nurricd J anet Forbes of Brux, and his 
grandson succeeded to Corsindac (:ee below) ; \.Villiam of Newhills (see 
p. 300) and two daughters: Elizabeth, married Alexander Skene of Skene ; 
and another married Gilber t J ohnston of Slanclingstone. 

Duncan died before September _4th, r542, and was succeeded by his 
elde t son : 

III . James, 3rd J_aird of Corsindac, married J anet, d,mghter of William 
Gordon in Craig in Auchindoir, by whom he had one son, William. 

"During t his tyme monie am! sy nclric clcaclliu feadcs and injureis quhiJkis 
befo ir had been reconciled or a t least the memory of them endit in obliviou □, 

waT nothcless new waiknit throuch a ll the pa,ti,; o f t h e rcalme and thairthrouch 

qnarrel]js revengit with gret cruelti ; ispccialli c in the north partis of Scottis, 
and be the surname oi the Forbessis the Lairdis of Achlosone and Lenturk, 
qubair thair was mony scarmnshis and invasionis in the quhilk the L ord of 
Acblos. in , tl1c laird of ..-\chinbuiff, j ames For/Jes of Corsinday and mony of 
their friendis was slayne; but the Erle of Huntlie was so d iligent in the per­
sewing of the oifondal"is and p1incipall tLUthnris of t he L-rub1es, that he h eiJd the 
cuntry tha.i.rcfter in ressonabill quietness and guid ord er." )Bp. Lesley 's History 
of Sco//a·ll(l, 15-H-) 

' He i:; mentioned in the Acta .·luditoi·ium aj brother of \Villiam, 3rd Lord Forbes. 
'According to the gen ealogical t ree preserved in Sweden, Duucan bad a second 

son, ] a mes, who went abroad , married He lena Lundi , and was progenitor of the Swed ish 
Ho use (se~ page ,169) . 
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IV. William, Li.th Laird, married Janel:, daughter of William Forbes of 
Tolquhon, by whom he had two sons, ]a.mes, his heir, and T,Vill£am, who 
went to Sweden, where (according to Allarclyce) he maniecl and hacl two 
sons , .Arthur and ?lfatthew , both Colonels in the Swedish army (but see 
p. 469 as to the renl paren tage of t hese two). 

The following details probably refer to this William, the seco1Ul son, 

Februa.Ty 15th, 1563. 
" William F. of Cor inday havi11g been banished for homicide was recom­

mended by the Earl of Moray to Cecil." (Cal. S.P. Ba.in Col. I., p. 68,1.) 

"The Bearer having committed ane sla uch ter upon anc of his countri l) men has 
by tbe Queen's Grace had the penali·y exch anged from death t o e:xill and havi ng 
made ' gry te instance ' that I may recommend his present estate to your hono ur, 
which I will not 'nay' him, I pray you let me have sic favo uris for my saik as 
for his qualitie I may justly r eq uyre and your honour may leifully grant. 

" James Stewart, 

" Edinburgb." 

Corsinday's other friend, the Earl o[ :Morton, also wrote, March 8th, to 
Cecil (ibid., 687) : 

"The bearer m y friend, "Willi am Forbes of Corsynclay, upon suddenly happ ini t 
in cmmncn with ane gcntil num and comm itted ane slaicb ter for whi ch he has 
been long in st.Tait prison. Having m ade satisfaction to the partie it hath pleased 
t he Queen to spare his llie but to e:-.."i:erminat and banish him the rcalm.1 He 
concludes to enter rather in your country to pass over the beginning of l1is ex ile 
hoping fo1· greater favour there than elsewhere till tbe Queen's highness favour 
be obtained. So I must humbly desire yo ur honour t o show him friendly 
assistance for my sake :ts I sl1 all be deitbo11 ncl t o do the like for your honour 

" be your frien d 
"lVIortoun, 

"Eclir1burgh." 

The name of Urn murdered man appears in the following, among the accoun ts 
of the Lord High Treasurer-Vol. II., 1562, 23 . 

" Patrick Daviclsone, 1,;:intire _pursevant and George Falconer m essenger a re 
ordered to proclaim at a ll market crosses in the north that n one of the .King's 
lieges k eep m ore v icL-ual in their gi.rnals than will sustain their housebolds, etc., 
and to issue letters to fence, arreist and mak inventor of Vi'illiam Forbes of 
Corsindaie's estat gndis and geir for the slauchtcr of \Vi.lliam Forbes of F inzart." 1 

1 ,\lthough called " 'William Forbes of Corsindae," it seems unlikely that tltis was 
'\\'illia.m, +th Laird, more probably his second son, William, said by the old records t o 
have " gone to Sweden," that is into bani hment, after his release from prison. He 
wonld thus be un cle of tbe J ohn Forbes, also called •· of Corsindae," though also 
a younger son , who w:is less fo rbmate, in th a t h e paid the penalty for th e murder he 
committed with his life . 
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V. J ames Forbes, 5th Lai.rd of ·orsindae , married Katherine Mor timer of 
the family of Craigiev,.r, by whom he had: \;Villimn, h is l1eir ; J ohn, 
executed in Edinburgh for the murder of William Brown, etc., 1607 ; i\ir. 
James, who had two sons in France; } fr. Alex:mder, o.s .jJ . ; J a.net, married 
Duncan Forbes of Culloden ; Isabel, married Robert Forbes of Milnbowie, 
Skene; !vfargctret, married J ohn J\ nnand, Ivfinister of Invern ess ; and a 
fourth , wh o married Gideon Keith. 

In Pitcairn 's Cri111i'll(1/ Ti'i11ls, Vol. II., Lhere is the fo ll wing 
account: 

" J hn 1'orbes, brother tu \Villiam Forbes o f orsind,Le was cli latit of a i.rt a nd 
pai rt of t he slauchter of umquh ile \Villfam Bro\\'n , servant to J ohn In- ing of 
.-\rdtam furd , cnmmittit 1 c him a nd h is com pliccs callit the 'Com panit; & 
Societic of the Boyes ' 11 pon t he Jandis ca ll it the Pci ll of L111u fr111na 11 in the 
month of Nov . 1605 and for a i.rt and pairt in the sla uchter of umq uhile Robert 
::Vlersar in Tombcg com mitted be him and his com pliccs forsa id is in the m onth 
of J un e last by pa~t in :.vragnus Gar iochs house in Dnmma boy and lastly for 
contravening of our Sovereign Lords Actcs of .I arl iam ent in bcir ing a ncl weiring 
of bagbutts and p istolcttes daylie and continuallie this three ycares by gane, and 
spcc iall ie for invading and perseuing of 'i:Villiam Irving bro ther to t he Laird nf 
D r um an d sch u t ing of anc pist olct at h im betwixt bis awin dwelling h ouse a nd 
the I-(irk of I{incarcline in the 11:foncth of Ju ly or thairby r6o6 ." 

For these accumul ated crimes, and in spite of much in teres t made fo r 
him-as seen under Lord Forbes, page 153-J ohn forbes was eventually 
beheaded in the year 1607. 

VI. Will iam, 6th Laird, married Kather ine, dm1ghter of Thomas Fraser 
of Strichen, and had: J,tmes, the writer of the letters to t he roth Lord Forbes 
on page 157 ; \:Villiam, Alexander aJ1d Thomas; all fo ur died wit hout issue. 1 

\Villiam, the 6th Lai.rel, died in poor circumstances about 16:20, and the 
direct line of Corsindae having failed, the lands pas~ecl into the han ds of 
Lord Forbes, who effected an cxcambion of them with J ohn Forbe of 
Balfluig (see p. 299) who thus became-

VII. J ohn, 3rd of Balflnig and 7th of Corsindae. He married }1argaret 
Fraser, daught er of the Lai rd of Durris, by whom he had : \Villiam, his heir ; 
J[ajor Francis of Bandoodle, who married J ean Dalmahoy , and had a daugh ter , 
Barbarn; J ohn of Aslonn; }Ir. Alexandcr,2 Arthur, Thom.as-all o.s.p. 
John died before April 22nd, 1658. 

1 unless Thomas cou ld ha,·c been the father of the Bishop (sec p . 300). 
0 The following possibly refers to Al ·xander: 

Ed inburgh, 18th A ng. 1670 . 
Compla int by the E ing's _l\dvoca tc ngainst Francis Irvin g, brolh cr lo Alcxr. Irvin g of 
Drum, papist, for various o!Tcoccs agni nst the established religion ... . " And albei t 
the said Francis has rcceptcci , entertained and had intell igence: , ,.·itl.t " (amongst others) 
"Mr . Marr, alias :\Ir. Forbes, brother to Corsindac, a jesuii. and p ri est. 
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VIII. William of Balfluig and Cor. indae married Katherine Bannerman 
nf Elsick and had : Alexander, his heir; Arthur and Patrick, o.s.p. ; and 
J ean, married I atrick Leslie of Kincraigie. 

IX. Alexander, married in 1661 i\fariot, daughter of Burnett of Kemnay, 
and had one son, 

X. vVillimn, who married Elizabelh Smith. He sold Corsindae 1 :rnd 
boug11t the estate of Badsley, Southampton, dying s.p. in 1750. The direct 
line, therefore, died ont completely, bnt the succession was considered to 
·fall to the family of Asloun, 1esccnclccl from John , third son of the 7th L1ircl . 

:\SLOU!\ A:-ID PARK. 

John Forbes of Asloun ,2 lhircl son of the 7th Lair I of Corsindae, married 
Elizabeth, cl::rnghtcr oi \Vill iam :r-orbcs of ::\-fonynrnsk, by whom he had iwo 
sons, vViUiam, his heir, and Robert in Park , and two daughters, Barb,Lra 
(wif of Arthur Forbes of Echt, and third wife of lhe 12th Lord Forbes) , and 
Jean. William Forbes, the son, was the Laird of Tillieangus, in Clatt, and he 
:rnd his father, who had gone to reside at Kinmundy in Longsicle, sold 
t he property of Asloun to Arthur l'orbes, second son of the 12th Lord 
Forbes, who a lso held Breda. 

William of Tillieangus married I sabel, daughter i William :.\{eldrum of 
Hatton , by whom he had a daughter, married, 1701, George Forbes of 
Bella beg. 

Robert Forbes in P ,trk , Captain in the Earl of Dumbarton's Regiment, 
married J ean, daughter of Gavin Cumming, factor for the Earl of Erroll, 
and by her had three sons : Alexander, o.s.p; J ohn, Clerk to lhe Bills in 
the Court of Session ; Robert. 

John Forbes, Clerk to the Bilis, married Margaret Cramoncl, by whom he 
had one son, John, a merchant in London, who succeeded his consin, "\ViUiam 
of Corsindae and Badsley above. He married J oan na Douglas , and had two 
sons, Bartholomew and J ohn, and four daughter., Margar •l, Charlotte, 
J oanna and Caroline. 

Bartholomew, born lj6~, \\'as a merchant in London,3 married Harriet, 
chlUghter of Richard Stone of Chisldiurst, banker, and had five sons and 
two daughters : J ohn Douglas, /J . 1802 , Captain, 39th Regiment, o.s.1;. 
1836; George, b. 1804, in lhe Ro_,,, LI i\'lint; Arthur, b. 1806, CLptain ancl 
,\dmiral, RN.; Francis, b. 1808, Colonel, l\faclras ·avalry; Henry, b. r 812 , 

1 To \ ·\'illiam Duff oi Braco. It is now united wich Lcarncy. 
"October 21st, 1685. 

" ,\ne list of s uch hcrctor5 a ncl wadsettcr~ as are vassa ls lei l:he Earle of Erroll and who 
m ·nt a long with His Lordship's regiment to his i\.lajcstit:s host "-amongst others­
.. John Forbes olI Aslowuc for i.hc lands of Fachfield." (Privy Corn1cil.) 

"Bartholomew Forbes 11111st ha\'c been a person of so 111c note in th e Cily of London, 
as a silhoueltc of him was recenlly ex hibited by a n o ld bnnk shop in Ch:.uing Cross . 
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H.E.I.C.S., Ivladras, married Isabella i\'L1cleane ; I-farrict , b. 1814 ; and 
Helen, b. 18:w. 

FA:,rn,Y OF BAr,r-LurG. 

I. John Porbes, fourth son of William, 2nd LLird of Cursindae, married, 
Jirst, Janet, daughter of J ohn Forbes of Brux, by whom he had \Vil.liam, his 
heir ; Robert, who married Ga1ioch of Kin ·t.1ir ; and J ohn. He mctrried, 
secondly, :vfargaret l\foir, and bad Patrick, Burgess of Edinburgh ; and 
Janet, who married the Minister of i\[arnoch. 

II. WilJiam Forbes oJ Balfluig married )'Iargaret Coult!i of Auc11ter(oull 
,Lnd had John, his heir; \:Villiam ; Alexander: and J,Lmc. of Cloak,1 
who married Calder of Asloun, :rnd had one son, Minister of Coldstone. 

III. J o1rn succeeded to Corsinclac, of which he was 7th Laird (see p. 297) . 

RUJ3ISLAW . 

Robert Forbes of Rubisla,\·, descended from \Vi.lliam, 2nd Lair l of 
Corsindae. He was Provost of Aberdeen from 16-71 to 1675. He m[Lrried 
Anna, daughter of \\'iJliam Forbes of Cotton, and ha.cl by her: Thomas, his 
heir ; and Robert, born November 13th, I651. 

He died before 16S0, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Thomas Forbes 
of Rubislaw, married, first, January 28th, 16,73, Margaret Paton, and had: 
Robert, born April rnth, 168I, and six daughters: Isobel, Anna, :Margaret, 
I\'Iarjory, Elizabeth, J anet. 

He married, secondly, Jean Lumsden, by whom he had Thomas, born 
July 26th, 1685. 

l•ORBES OF KERMUCKS, S HEDDOCKSLEY AND COTTON. 

Patrick Forbes, third son of \ ·V.illiam Forbes, 2nd of Corsindae, married 
Janet Gordon, daughter of the Laird of Cocklarachie, by whom he had one 
son, AJexander, BaiJJie in Aberdeen. 

He mctrried, secondly, Elizaheth, daughter of Andrew Lawson, Burgess 
of Aberdeen, ctnd had George of Kerrnucks, and Henry, Rol)ert, and \a/illiam, 
all o.s.p. 

George Forbes of E:ermucks had a son, Patrick, and a grandson, l\falcolm, 
who settled in Kent. 

Alexander, the Baillie in Aberdeen, above, married Marjory, daughter of 
Alexander Cullen, Provosl of Ab rdeen, by whom he had, with others: 

I . Thomas of Sheddocksley, BailJ ie in Aberdeen, who married I abel 
Lorimer and had \VilJiam , his heir, and Mr. Alexander, a parson in Enghrnd. 
He manied, secondly, 1farjory Menzies, by whom he had issue, John, Thomas 
and Jean, and died before 162I. 

1 On August igth, 164 .1, J ames of Cloak resigned ~11 1 his rights iu favour of John, 
bis elder brother. (Feltcrca.im Papers.) 



THE HOUSE OF FORBES 

III. William Forbes of Shedclockslcy, and afterw,Lrds of Cotton, Baillie in 
Aberdeen, married, r6rz, E lspet, sister of George Morrison, Provost of 
Aberdeen, by whom lie h,1cl : Thomas, a Doctor of Tlfodicine in Padua and 
Pisa, bis heir (see page 472), and Robert, Professor of Philosoph:,: in 
King's College, Aberdeen . 

\Villiam Forbes ma.rried, seconclly, Anna Duncan, by whom he had : 
I abel, Marjory and E lizabeth , unmaniccl; Anna, married Robert F orbes of 
Rubisla,v, Provost of Aberdeen ; Barbara, married Gilbert Skene of Dyce. 

III. Thomas Forbes of Cotton, M.D. , on his return from Italy married 
Isobel, daughter of David Roger of K eithock, by whom be had one son , 
11-Ir. \Vimam Forbes, who m,u-riecl Marg,1ret Li ndsay, o.s .p. 

NEW1IILLS. 

I. \Villiam Forhc:; of >lcwhiLls, fifth son of \Vil liam, 2nd of Cor-:indae, 
married a daughter of Alexander Ti]Jjedaf-f, and had: 

II. Henry, m arried a da ughter of Andrew King, Burgess of Aberdeen, by 
whom he had two sons, Andrew, his heir , and Arthu r of Aucliintoul. 

"The first Bishop of Edinburgh was ·wi!liam F orbes , son of Thomas Fr,rbes 
of the family of Corsindae by a sister of the famous J.fr. James Cargill , l\LD . 

"\Villiam Forbes went abroad a bout the age of twenty years for hi s im­
provement, a nd visited severa l places most noted for lea rning in E ngland, 
Germany and H olland. On hi s return he became minister at Alford & rLt 
Monimusk, then one of the Ministers of Aberdeen a nd principal of Marischa ll 
Coll ege ; last of all he was for some time a mini s ter in Ed inburgh. \Vhen 
Charles I was in Scotland in r633, hearing t his i:,rreat mau preach before him, 
he ha d such a clue regard for his exce llent pa r t:s ,Lnd talents that way, cLlld for 
his knowled ge in a ll matters theologica l, tlmt when his i\faj esty erected the 
Episcopal see of Edinburgh a ncl consulta tion was held coucerning a fit person 
to be promoted to the sec the Kin g was pleased to say he had found a man 
who deserved to have a see erected fo r l1im, meaning Mr . Forbes . His patent 
fro m the King t o be first bishop of Edinburgh bears the elat e 26 J a nuary , r 63+, 
a nd h e died that same year o n the 1s t clay of April following. I-Ic on ly 
appeared long enough t o be known, but not long enough t o do what ,va,s 
expected." (Bp. K eith's Scottish Bishoj;s .) 

The ancestry of thi s Divine has been claim d also for other br;_i nchcs 
oJ the Forbes family, especially William, second of Balfluig. 

}Ir. Andrew Forbes, son of the Bishop of Ed inburgh, was Prof ssor o r 
Humanity at St. J ean tl'Angley n ar La Roch r Llc. 

I. The second son of Duncan Forbes of Corsindae founded a fami ly 
which almost rivalled tha t of his cider brother in importance, and lasted 
longer. 
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Like his father, he was named D tmc,Ln. Both he and his father advanced 
large sums on the Priory lands of Mon ymusk, having a char ter from Pope 
Julius III. to" set the Mains of Mon yrnusk," and at 1.he t ime of the Reforma­
tion he foreclosed the mortgages and came into possession of the esta tes 
b_v Charter, 1560. It is incorrect to say that he " seized " them-the trans­
action was a purely business one. 

He had a charter of Torry in 1581. Earlier in life he h ad been a magis­
trate in AlJerdeen, and in 156,1. was involved with h is cousin , J ohn of Pitsligo, 
in a charge of coining" false bawbees," bu t was not prosecu tecl.1 H e rn .:trriecl 
Agnes Grey, drrnghter of a fe llow B.1ilhe of Aberdeen, and h,Ld: \Villiam , bis 
heir; J ohn of Camphill (see p. 308) ; Mr. Duncan of Letbent y (see p . 310) ; 
Isobel, who married :dichael Fraser of Mucha.Us; E lizabeth, ·who married 
(r) Alexander Forbes of Towie, and (2) the Laird of Glenk.indie; and a thi rd, 
who rnanied the Laird of Udny. Duncan and his wife both died in 1584. 

II. \Villiam, 2nd Laird of Monymusk, married :Margaret Douglas, 
daughter of the Earl of Angn!-. 

He ob tained, on January 20th, 1589, a Crown Charler erecting 1.he town 
and lancls of }VIon ymusk in to a borough of barony with the privilege of 
holding two fairs annually-a right much valued in those days, as shown by 
the disputes between Huntly and the Lords 1'orbes over the righ t to hold 
similar fairs in Aboync. His children were: Duncan, an idiot; 2 \,Villiarn, 
his heir ; John of Leslie (sec p. 3n) ; i\fr. J amcs of Haughton, married 
Jvfargaret Buchan of Auchrnacoy, and had a son, Alexander, who succeeded 
him ; Alexander and Robert of Cowlie, both o.s.p.; Isobel, m. the Laird of 
Newton; E lspet, m. Ken nedy of Kermuck; ;1fargaret, m . Alexander 
Dunbar. Williarn died 1619. 

III. \ViJliarn , his eldest son, married Eliz,Lbeth '\Vishart of Pitarrow . 
H e bou rrh t land in Kincardine. hi.re, including Portleth ·•n and Banchory, ,rnd 
\\'as a hoyal ist sympathiser in the early troubles, being created a baronet by 
Charles I., Apri l 2nd , 1626, among the earliest in Scotland. 

Be;,ides, William, his heir, be had two other sons, Robert of B,u nes,3 and 
Alexander of Abersnithack, and three daughters-Jean, married Alexander 

1 Jfo,. 20. I 564. "l\faistcr Duncrrn Forbes of i\fonymusk r:md J oh n F'orbes of Pets! igo 
his l rol11cr [rea lly his cousin], found sureties that they shall compcir before our sovcrane 
,tnd lordi s of co unsalc upon XV clayis warniBg t hat t hey m.1.y be ch :1irgeit t h;iirto to sec 
and other trycll taken, anent the a ll cgit cunzciug of ffalsc cunzcis Balbeis (bawbccs). " 
(Pi tcairn's c,,imi11al 'Tl'ials, Vo l. IL) 

0 \Villiam Forbes, afterwards 1st Bart . of Monymusk , was appointed Tutor to his 
clcl •r brother. 
"Tnqnisitiones de Tutela Oct. 12. 1604. Duncanus Forbes, senior filius legilimis 
\'i'illiclmi Forbes de Monymus k f'St incompos mentis, faiuus ct naturalitcr iclcota ct 
i-Villielmus Forbes ejus fratcr gcrm anus prox.irnc gcnitus propinqu io1· consangu incus 
ex par1c patris clicto Dunca110." (Family Papers al Fellcrcaim.) 

"ln c650 "Robert of Barnes ," immed iate youngc1- brother of the 1st Bart. of 
Monymu k, "·as appointed Tutor to hi · nephew, Si r John, the 3nl Bart. 
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Lunan , minister of the pari sh ; E lizabeth or I sobel, married John Forbes of 
As1oun ; and Anne, died unmarried. 

IV. Sir William, 4-th Laird and 2nd Baronet, was, like the majority of 
Forbeses, on the covenanting side, being one of t hose who joined Argyll at 
Dunnottar in April, I 644, and was still " in the fi.eld " in October of that 
year ·when IVIon trose visited l\fon ymusk, and would have plundered and 
destroyed the house , but for the in tercessions of Sir William 's wife , J ean 
Burnett of Leys. Sp,Ll<ling relat es that "the Marquis clynit at Il'[onyrnusk 
with the lady, the laird being absent , and upone fair conditiones, he spairit 
him ,Lt th is time." 

Sir William died in I654, leaving only one son , J ohn , and a daughter, 
Janet, ·who married George Ricbrt of Auclm acant. 

V. Sir John Forbes, 3rd Bart . of Monymusk, born I 640, served heir in 
I 702, ·while a minor, married , fi i-slly, Margaret, daughter of Viscount 
Arbuthnott, by whom he bad Sir "William , R obert, an advocate, o.s.p., and 
Jean, married Sir Charles ?l'laitland of Pitrichie ; and, secondly, BRrbara, 
daughter of Sir J ohn Dalmahoy,1 and had two sons ,m cl three daughters : 
John, born 1680, of Upper Boyndlie; and Charles, both J acobites; Agnes, 
twin with J ohn, married Henry E lphinstone of Glack ; Catherine, married 
Dr. Gregory; Barbara, married Thomas .Mitchell of T hainston (her daughter 
married Sir An drew Mitchell of Thain ston , which property was bequea.thecl 
to the second son of Sir Arthur Forbes of Craigievar). 

In 166I Sir J ohn had a Crown Charter of P itfi.chie, which esta te ·was 
afterwards occupied lJy his son J ohn. H e died in I700. 

VI. Sir \Villiam, the 4th Bart. of Monymusk, manied J ean Keith, 
daughter of J ohn, Earl of Kintore. He had fem sons and four daughters : 
(I) John, born 168,~, who married Mary, sister of Lord Pitsligo, and pre­
deceased his father, leaving issue ; (2) vVilliam, born I 698 ; (3) Gilbert , 
born I699 ; and (+) Alexander , born 1700, all cliecl young. Daughters : 
(1) Cltherine ; (2) BarbRra, died unmarried ; (3) J ean , married Mr. George 
}foir , minister of Towie ; and (,~) l\fary, married \Villiam Urquhart of 
Meklrurn. 

Sir William died January 8th, r7I5, hav ing in I 712 become bankrupt and 
sold Monymusk to Sir Francis Grant, Lord Cullen, for £u 6,ooo Scots 
(:£9600 sterling) .2 A bond for a por tion of the purchase money was granted 

1 In t he Poll Book of 1696 th e family of r.Ionymusk ap pears t hus : 
"Sir J ohn of ?,[onym usk and h is wife (Barbara) . 
\Villiam, bis eldest son , and h is wife (with son J ohn un der 16, l( at h arin e, Barbara 

and Jean b elow I3) . 
R ob ert, his second son , ab ove 2r. 
J ohn and Charles , below 16. 
Agnes , Kath erine a nd Bar bara, below 16. " 

0 Lord Cullen is said to h ave greatly regretted t h e purchase, as he found the esta te 
in a poor condition, and h ad to spend a great deal on i t. 
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to the widow oI the eldest son, John, and Sir \;l/illiam's creditors got I5s. in 
t he pound. 

John, ymmger of Monymusk, eldest son of Sir William, the last Forbes 
la ird, had married in 1706, when 22 , :.\'Ia ry, only surviving daughter of the 
3rd LordPitsligo, by whom lie ha.cl two sons, WiJliam and John . " Monymusk 
younger" died of consumption in 17n . His widow subsequently married 
James Forbes of Putachic, afterwards 16th Lord Forbes, and had fo ur other 
children (sec p . 25r) . 

VII. Sir \o/illiam , 5th Baronet oI Monymusk (though no longer 
owning it) was born in r707, and succeeded his :rrantlfather in the title a t 
t he age of e ight. 

The portion of the price for wl1-ich his grandfather had so ld Monymu k, 
which came to him, was on ly £1000, and the family found itself in gre;Lt 
poverty . 

Young William w.-i.s very carefully brough t up by his mother, who re­
married in the same year his father died ; J ames, afterwards r6th Lord 
Forbes, the latter provin , a very indulgent step-father. William became 
;rn advocate in 1727, and in 17-\I was elected Professor of Civ il L aw in 
Aberdeen . H e married, in 1736, Christian, hi s lirst cousin, el lest daughter 
oi John Forbes of Gpper Boyndlie, and died at Putachie, now Ca tle Forbes, 
the house oi his st ep-father, on :.fa~· 12th, 17,l3 , of cramp in the tom ach, 
aged only 36. His mother had died in r739, and his st ep-father h ad married 
again two years la ter, E lizabeth Gordon of Cobairdy, younger th an William 
Forbes, bu t a most estimable woman, who was also very kind to this delicate 
young man .1 His vvife, Christian Forbes, survtved him by nearly fifty 
years, dying on Decem ber 26th, 178 , in her 85th yea r. Her father's 
family must be given h ere, before proceeding to the s tory of h er young son 
and his descendants. 

J OH::-! FORBE OF UPPER BoYNDLIE, eldest son by the ccc nd marriage 
of "ir John, 3rd Baronet of llfonymusk, was born F ebruary 7th , 1780. He 
was educated fo r a business career , and was known in the fam ily as" Glasgow 
John," from the place of hi s apprenticeship. H e W,lS granted by his father 
the esta te of Pitfichie, nc,Lr }lonymusk, and apparently lived most of his li fe 
there ; b ut in 17rr, the year when his brother , the bankrupt, sold Monymusk, 
J ohn purch.-i.secL from Lord l'itsligo the es ta te of Upper Boyndlie in Buchan, 
though it docs not appear that he ever lived there. He was an ardent 
J acobite, and became collector of Ces. on behalf of the Earl of :.far's a rmy. 
The MS. roll from whi h he did this is still in ex tslence, and was published 
in 1932 by the Third Spalding Club, with notes by t he present writers. On 
t he collapse of the risin g it is believed !.hat h e attemp t.eel to nee to Holland, 
and was either murdered or shipwrecked on the coast of Buch an , as sailors 

1 When asked by h is step-fat l1er shortly before his death how he did , his re ply 
was, " I am very well , my Lord, but dying fast." 
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were a-fterwards seen wearing his clothes. His descendants and the present 
family of Boyndlie foUow. 

As already stated, he lost his li fe in t he rising of IJI:')-16. A brief 
memorial of him by his wife, Susanna i\'lorison, is preserved ,Ll: Fettercairn 
with other p<Lpcrs belonging to the Pitsligo family. It describes how he 
was very ac tive in levying t he Cess required by the Earl of Mar for 
the J acobite tlfmy, ancl af ter the fai lure of the rising was obliged like 
others to "sculk" in the country, and in the month of November he 
left Scotland by ship "and in a few clays a-fter was m1luckily washed 
overboard and drowned, leaving four daughters, Christian, Barbara, Mary 
and Margaret, and three sons, Theodore, J ohn and George, and his wife 
with child of a fifth daughter , who was born after his death and named 
E lizabeth ." The landed estate of which he died possessed was worth £600 
a year, cLnd he had also a bond of money owing to him, to the extent of 
£4000, settled on his daughters, but his wife v,as much alarmed lest his 
es tate should be declared forfeit in view of his Jacobite activities, and that 
t he \:Vh.ig landowners of Aberdeenshire from whom he had extracted double 
Cess might claim it again from him. This does no t seem to have occurred, 
but Susanna was certainly poor for many years, cLnd brought 11p her eight 
ch ildren with a struggle. Christian , the eldest, became the -ain t ly wife of 
the 5th Baronet of }Ionyrnusk ; Barbara and Mary both lived to be nearly 
90; Margaret married Charles Copland. Elizabeth married James Milne, 
an d secondly, George Abernethy. Of the sons, Theodore, who succeeded 
his father, was a successful doctor in B,rnff. J ohn was apprenticed to 
J\I r. George Keith , the well-known advocate, and George ,vas also college-bred. 

John succeeded Theodore, and George succeeded John, to be followed by 
the latter's son and grandson, and then grand-daughter , Jane, who married 
J ohn Ogi lvie, son of Auchiries, and fo unded the family of Ogilvie-Forbes 
(see t ree) . 

In the marriage contract of John Forbes and Susanna ·Morison his lands 
arc t hus enumera ted : 

"All and ha.ill the lands 01 Upper Boyndlie and Nether Boyncllie with the 
i\-Iill of Boyndlie, miln hmcls, multures, sucken etc., the town and lands of 
Ta rmair, .Ardequharn, Laclysfoorcl ancl Skelmanac in the parish of T yrie." 

His grandson, J ohn, bought m ore l :rncl, including Euchrie, and had a 

crown charter of it all in 1818. 
VIII. Sir William Forbes, 6th Bart. of 1fonymusk, born 1739, has left an 

account of his own upbring ing and early history in a very charming biography 
of bis mother, The Life aml Death of Dame Christian Fo1'bes. H e was only 
4 years old when he ucceeclecl to the title, ancl to very little else . Two 
brothers and t\vo sisters died young, and he ancl his mother lived very simply, 
first at l'vliH of Forgue, and then in Aberdeen. 

His gnarclians were his great uncles, Lord P itsligo and :Morison of 
Bognie, as well as Mr. Urquhart of Meldrnm. His mother removed to 
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Edinburgh when he was 14, that he might ca rry on bis education, and a 
kind friend, l\'lr. Farquharson of H augh ton , got him into Coutts' Ba.nk.L 

At the early age of :2:2 h e was made a partner , and two years later the 
house of Forbes, Bhti r & Herries, Bn.nkers, was started. By 1773 he had 
become the be1td of the new house of Forbes, Hnntcr & Co . 

On September 2rst, 1770, when 31, he married Elizabeth, daughter of 
, 'ir James H ay of H ayslon, :i\1.D., by wl1orn he had a numerous family, nine 
sons and seven daughters. Of the sons, only th ree lived to grow up : Sir 
\:Villiarn , his successor; J ohn, Lord Meclwyn; and George, of West Coates; 
live cl ving in infancy : J ames, Daniel, .Adam, Francis, and another Daniel; 
while Char les, a miclshipm::m, was killed in action, May 2Sth, 1806, agecl 16. 

Of the daughters who stir\·ived, Christian married Alexander Vi-'oocl, 
Secretary o[ the Ionian I sles. Rebecca married Alexander Macdone ll of 
Glengarry, and had issue. Elizabeth married Colin i\fackenzie of Portmore, 
Clerk of Se sion. J ane married J ames Skene of Rubisla·w, the friend of 
Scott. 

Both J ohn, J_ord Mcclwyn, and George of West Coates had h1rge families 
- or the fo rmer was .Alexander Penrose Forbes, 1817-75. Driven by ill­
health from lhe East India Co. 's scn·ice, he took orders and I ecame Bishop 
of Brechin, 1847, and a friend of Dr. Dol li nger, tlie" old Catholic." He was 
a prominent High Churchman in the Scottish Ep iscopal Church, and in 1860 
incurred the censure of his superiors for his extreme views on the Eucharist . 
He wrote the Kalendar o-f Scottish Saints, and fou nded a sisterhood. Forbes 
Court, in Dtmdee, was built to his memory . His next brother, George, also 
in Holy Orders, though a lifelong in valid, hrLd a remarkable career as a 
pre,1cher ancl organiser of Church work. (Sec trees, pages 304 and 306.) 

Sir \ViJJi am 2 died November 10th, 1806, and was succeeded by his son . 
IX. Sir \Vi!Jiam, the 7th B,Lrt. , born December 21st, 1771, married, 

January 19th, 1797, Wi lliamina Wishart Bclshes, only child of Sir John 
Sluart, Bart. of Fettercairn,3 by whom he had eigh t children : 

William and John predeceased llieir fathe r ; J ohn succeeded; Charles 
Hay, born 1806, of Canaan Park, Edinburgh; James David, born ISoS, 
Principal of the l.Tnited Colleges of St. Andrews; June, Eliza, and Alice, 
cliecl unmarried. 

Both Clmrles H ay Forbes and Principal J am es David left: numerous 
clc.:cenc1ants, whose names can be found in the lrec on p,tge 308. 

1 Sir \\'illiam Forbes afterwards ,note the i\1cmvirs of a Banking House; and of 
Joh11 Com:.ts, one of four brothers connected with it, he records how he was "i';Iore 
co rrect in his co nduct t han the others-so m uch so that Sir ViTiJliam never, but once, 
saw him in t he co unting house disguised in liquor and incapable of transacting business." 

0 In 1799 Pitt o!Icrcd Sir William Forb ·s au Irish Peerage, but Lhis he declined. 
He is mcnlioned by Scott in tbe Introduction to Canto JV of M«rmio11. 

a The beautifu l Miss Stuart of Felten:,Lirit was at one time courted by the fu t ure 
Sir Walter Sco t t. 
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?s:"o. + r•AMILY OF FOJWES or: ?l l ON Y~1USK, C,\Ml'fllLL AND LESl-lE , 

J:unes, 2nd L ord Forbes. 111. Lady Egidia .Keith, 
dau. ,f William. rsl. Earl l\ la ri scha l. 

I 
i I I 

E TC. 

Wi llia m, Mas ter of 17or bc~, lJ um:.i n o f 
'orsindae, 

Patrick of Corse, 

I 

whence t he Lorcl ~ Forb s. 

I 
James o f Corsinclac. 

I 

m. Chrisfat n Me rcer. 
I 

William o f Corsi nclae, 
11.i. 11argarct Lu n1sdcn. 

I 
I 

when ce the Forbes of 
Cr :1.ig ievar, Gran.trd, etc. 

J. Dun ca 11 of Monynu1sk, 111. Agnes Gray. 
Charter o f la nds, I 5S6 , 

d. r587 . 
l 

I 
2. Wi ll ia m, -IHI o r Mony musk, John of 

Camph ill . 

I 
Duncan o r 

111. Lad y '.lfary Douglas, I..cthcn t:y . 
d . l l ll 

I 
I I I I 

Duncan, 3. \,Vi lli am, created Baronet J ohn , 1st of 
Leslie. 

Jam es 
of 

r-r.t 11 ghton . 

Alex. 
an idiot. r6'..!6, m . El izabeth 

\Visha r t of I'ila 1To\\· , 
ti. 1628. 

Sec p. 3 rr. 

I ·1- - -------,-l---~I 
·I· \Villiam , -~ntl Bart., 111. l{obert ,\I xandc r o f 

Jean Burnett o f Leys, of Barnes. J\bcrsnithack . 
d . 165,f. 

I 
5. John, 3rd Barl., d. r70'..!. 

111. (1.) :\[argaret Arhuthnotl; 

I 
6. W ill iam, +th B,trt. (and olhcrs). 

m. Lady J ea n Keith, b. 1661, 
d. befo re r715. 

1
sold Monym usk. 

J olw, 111. i\la.r~· Forbes of 
Pitsligo, died bl!forc his father. 

I 

(2) Barbar.t Dalmahoy , 
I b,- seco nd marriage, 

j ohn, an cl others 
of Upper 

Boynrll ie . 

See tree, p. 30,1. 

\ Vi ll i,tm , 5th B.trl., an Ad voca tc an d Professo r of 
Civil Law, m. Chris t ian Forbc:s o f Upper Boynd lie, 

d. 17.J,, . 
I 

\Villiam , 6th B:irt .. :\[erchant and Hanke: r, 
m . El iz. Hn.v. 

I -
! I I 

o.s.p . 

I 
l?.obert 

of 
Cowlie, 
o .. ~.p. 

I 
William, 7t h ha rt ., 

111. \Villi ,11nina Stuart. 
I 

J ohn, 
Lord i\Ied wyn . 

George of 
\-Vest Coates . 

6 other sons, 
7 dangh ters . 

Sir John , ! th Bart. 
I 

Harriet Williamina 
m. :20th Lore! ' lin ton . 

I 
Lord Clin ton, 

present ow ner o [ 
Pitsligu . 

- I Charles Hay . 
! 

James Dav id . 
I 

William, 9th Bart. 
I 

Cha rles, toth Bart. 
I 

H ugh, 1 ith 13arl. 
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Tl1e second son of the latter, Professor George Forbes, born 1849, was an 
•rninent scientist. He was fonnerly Professor of Natural Philosophy in the 
Andersonian Institute of Glasgow, and the recipient of many foreign orders 
of distinguished merit, being the elect rical engineer responsible for the first 
idea of harnessing the vast water power of Niagara , and the inventor of 
various improvements in gunsights and electiical ,Lpp:-u-atus. He died r936. 

Sir William, the 7th Ba.rt., was rLn intim,Lte friend of Sir 'Nalter cott, in 
whose ]oumal occur the following notes: 

]an. 20th, 1826 . 
" Sir William Forbes called-the ·ame kind, li.onest friend as ever, with 

a II offers of assistance, etc. etc. All anxious to serve me, ,mcl careless about 
his own risk of loss. And these are the cold , hard, money-making men 
whose questions and control I apprehended." 

.Ja11. 25th, 1826. 
" Gibson comes with a joyful face a1111oun ing all the creditors had. 

unanimously agreed to a private trust. This is handsome and confidential, 
and must warm my best efforts. I will not doubt-to doubt is to lose. Sit­
William Forbc took the chair, and behaved as he has ever done, with the 
generosity of ancient fa ith and em·ly friendsh ip. In what scenes have Sir 
William and I not borne sha re together-desperate, cmd almost bloody 
affrays, rivabies, deep drinking-matches, and, finally, with the kindest 
feelings on both sides, somewJ1cLt separated by his ret iring much within the 
bosom of his famil y, and I movin g little beyond mine. It is fated our 
planets should cross ag,Lin." 1. 

Sir John Stuart Forbes of Pitsligo and Fettercairn, born 1804, married, 
r834, Lady I-farriet Louise K err, daughter of 6th Marquess of Lothian, and 
had one daughter, Harriet Williamin a, who in 1858 married the 20th Baron 
Clinton, and her eldest son, the present Baron Clinton, born 1863, is now 
owner both of Fettercairn ,rnd Pitsligo. 

X . Sir John died in 1866 and the baronetcy passed to his nephew, William, 
eldest son of Charles of Canaan Pask,2 who was grandfather of the present 
baronet. 

Sir William Sluart forbes, 9th B::ui., m aniecl .Marion, daughter of J. Watts 
of Bridgend, Nelson, ::--rew Zealand, and had four sons and seven d,rnghters : 

1 Sir "\Villia111 Forbes crowned his gcneruus eJJorls for Scott's rel ief by priva tely 
p,Lying the whole of Ab11d's demand (nearly £~000) out of his own pockct-r;1nking as 
an ordinary crctlito 1· for t he amount ; a111J takin g care at t h e s,1111e time t hat the arfair 
had merged q uietly in th e general 111c:L.·11rcs of the trnstecs. Jn fact. it was not unti l 
~ome time after Sir Wi lli am's death (in lhe fo llowing year) l11at Sir \\'a lter learned 
what he had done. Life, Vol. IX., p. r79. (Ab ud & Sons were J ew bill-brokers in 
Loudon.) 

., The title now used is Baronet of Pitsligo, though the origin a l baronetcy was "of 
:\[onymusk." Thal: csUtt·c is no"· l hc property of the Gr.int fam ily, who also h:t\'C a 
baronetcy . 



I 
Rev . Alex . 
(2 nd son), 

18 37, 
m. ·wm. 

Cochrane . 
I 
I 

THE HOU SE OF FORDE. 

Charles H a.y, 10th Bar t. ; Kennelh , died young ; William , married Lilian 
Moore; and Hugh, married K. Brown. The daughters were Emma, Marion, 
Katharine, Adelaide, Beatrice, Georgina and Mildred. Sir Will iam died in 
r906. 

Sir Charl es Hay Hepburn Stuar l-Forbes, 10th Bart ., born 1871 , married 
Ellen, daughter of Captain Huntley of Marlborough, New Zealand, and had : 
Hugh, present baronet ; four other sons: Charles, William, J ames and 
Regin ald; and th ree daughters: Lilian, Anne and Ilene. 

i\o . 5. CAIJJ,:Ts OF 7 TH DAR T. OF il-1.nXYMUSK. 

z younglcr sons. 

Ch <trl c) Hay o f 
Cana.a.11 Pa.rk, 

I 
James Da,·i I, LL.D., 

I 
Jane, 

d. ·1m111. 

I I 
Eliz:l. Alice, 

I 
J ohn, 

U.S.A ., 
d. t 8i<>. 

I 
J a mes . 
o.s.p. 

I 
E li zabeth, m. 

R . George 
Digby. 

I 
I 

[·Tcnrietta, 
m. ReY. \\' . 

Hi ley. 

1809-1 808 , in . Alic itt 
\Vau ·hope . 

I 
Aclclaidc, 

111-. Rev. 
L. Tra il. 

I 
I 

Ed mund , 
b. rS+7, 

·rn. Cha rlotte 
v\'a uchope . 

I 

I 
George , 
F .R.S., 
b. r3+9, 
d. r936. 

d.1mm. cl. 1mm. 

I 
Eliza, 

I 
\ Villia.miua, 

/l. l!JI/Jl. d. HJ!'];t. 

Will iam . 
I I 

Charlotte·, m. Ethe l, m. 
I 

\\"illiarn, j .:imcs Swart, ~LC. , - I l· crg us, 
I I 

Noe l, Christia n, m . Katherine. 
D ewa r, :l'l .D. T . Lca l hes . b. a nd d. 1 887 . m. j oscphinc 

!(n ig ht . 

Fo1rnEs OF CA:\IPJ-liLL. 

kil led, 
1. 9 1. 5 . 

d . 19 , 5. G . "Wi l liamso n. 

The first cadet family descending from Forbes of Monymusk was t hat 
Camphill , which lasted for six generalions. 

I. John Forbes, 1st of Ca.mphill , ,ms second son of Duncan Forbes of 
t.fonymusk. He married Jean, daughter of the Laird of Skene, and hacl : 
Duncan, his heir; Agnes, rnarriecl J ames Forbes of Tolmads; 1 Isobel, 
married And rew Birnie, Burgess of Aberdeen ; Jean, married Lieut. -Colonel 
Fincllay Farquharson; a nd Marjorie, rna rr ied Arthur Forbes . 

II. Dtmcan, 2nd of Camphill, married Elizabeth, daughter of William 
Forbes of Corse, and had : Patrick and J an1es, Captains under the Earl 
Marischal, o.s.jJ. ; William, succeeded his father ; Mr. John, m,Lrried 
Margaret, daughter of Mr. John J:i'orbes, parson of Kincarcli ne; Agnes, 
married Captain Patrick t.forray of Auch inhove ; Margaret, married J ohn Ker 
of Culquoi 11; Isobel, married Thomas Forbes of Saplinbrae; Jean, marr ied 
Thomas Henderson; Janet , married John Dugal of Tulloch; ::.\farjorie, 
married :tvlr. J ohn Dallas, parson o( Tain. 

1 l;or bcs of Tolmads was a natural son of J ohn , 8t h Lord Forbes (sec p ag<: rr ,1), h e 
h a<l one son, Colonel \\"illiam, killed in a sk irmish at Aberdeen. July :?8th, r6,16. His 
claughler, H.cbccca , was served h eir to her ,;rand father, J a mes, " brother of Arthur 
Lon.I Forb es ," in the ?-·Iill of A lford , in 1661. 

308 



DES CE ;VD .-1 X TS OF YOUNGE 1? SO .VS 

"In 16.17 Duncan Forbes of Campbill got into troubie with the Jaw. Thomas 
Brnce, messenger, executed a summons agains t the Laird of Camphlll, whom he 
personally apprehended. The messenger then pnssecl to vV.il! iam Forbes, youllger 
oI Camphill, and offered him a copy 'but he on na ways wonlcl accept thereoI, 
bnt menaced and boasted me with weapons, upon the quhilk 1 did cast the ;-;a id 
copie from me, subscril.Jit as said is, to him, becaus he wold not ;-; uffer me to cc1111c 
near him.'" (Privy Cozmdl Records .) 

"Both father and son were charged to appear in Edinburgh 25th Kovember 
1647. Their crime was that 'they had set upon one \Villiam Garioch ,lt the 
Gate o-f Craigievar with inton t to take his life- the son, cbargit be his father to 
prosecute their wicked designs upon the complainer, he in a most barbarous a nd 
cruel way set upon the complainer or he was aware, dang him to the ground 
(being behind his back) npone his face, gave him a soar stroke thairnpon with his 
steikit neive, to the great cffnsion of his blood and aftir be had wounded him be 
tramped and trade upon him as if he had been a clog, not being able to recover 
nor help himsel.f, quhairthrow he leit him at the po.i11t ot death not being able to 
stir nor move but was thaimfter taken up and carried to bccl, so that he is still 
bedfast since, to his great and heavy prejudice quhilk is ane imsufferable wrong 
and ought to be punished.' " (Ibid.) 

III. William, 3rd of Camphill, married Elizabeth, daughter of Mr. John 
Forbes, parson of Kinca.rdine, and had three sons: John ,rnd \Villiam, died 
young ; Charles, who succeeded; and two daughters, ::\fargaret and Agnes. 

William died after 1696, and was succeeded by his third son-
IV. Charles, married Elizabeth Duguid, and had one son, Patrick , who 

succeeded in 1733. 
V. Patrick (known as Lang Camµhill, being 6 feet 9 inches), married 

Elizabeth ?l'Iiclclleton, and died 1767, and had one son, Francis. 
VI. Francis, the la t Forbes Laird of Camphill, graduated at :Marischal 

College jn I7T2, and was licensed by the Presbytery of Alford in 1775. He 
,;old Camphill in I783. His wife was a daughter of }Ir. Samuel Copla nd, 
minister of J7intray, and he left one son, Dr. Patrick Forbes, D.D., sometime 
minister of Boha.rm, afterwards one of Lhe ministers of Old Macbar, and 
Professor of Hmrnmity and Chemistry in King's College. He married, first, 
Helen, daughter of Baillie J ohn Copland, Aberdeen, and had two sons and 
two daughters : J ohn, Profe,.:sor of Hebrew in the University of Aberdeen; 
Francis, minister of the Scots Church, Demerara; J emin1a. ,rnd Anne. 

Dr. Forbes manied, secondly, "Mary, daughter of Dr. George Glennie, 
Professor of l\foral Philosophy in Marischal College, and minister of the West 
Parish Churc11, and bad four sons : Alexander of Dacca. (see next page); 
George, chief cashier of the Bank of England, who died l\fay 25th, 187+, 
unmarried; Patrick, }1.D.; James Beattie, minister of Leslie; and six 
daughters, of whom five cliccl young, and Helen, who survived until her 
87 th year "with a mind of unusual power and energy and a memory th,Lt 
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could have produced, had they Ix: ·n lost, the works of more than one 
poet. She prefcned Bums to Tennyson, Scott to Browning, and Asaph 
to all. " (The latter probably denotes tlw Psalm£ t.) 

Dr. Pa'lr.ick Forbes died in 1847 , ,rn cl hi s wife in 1879. t 

:'.'lo. 6. Rev . Patrick, i\1inis tcr of Old :Vl acha r, and 
Professor of Humanity, etc., Kin •'s Coll ege. 

}foderator of General Asscm blv. 
b. 1776, rl. 1S,17. . 

111. 1. Helen Coplan d. z. :\farv Glennie . 
I - I 
I I ---.,-I ----.....,.,- _--.,...! --1 

Hcv. John, Prof. of Fran cisi\Juir Alexander of Gt!orge, chief l 'atrick, H..;,·. 
Hebrew, Aberdeen . in Demerara. Da ca and ca b ier, Bank l\LD . Jame~. 

I 
Pat.rick Lewis 

of Calcutta 
(seep. ,173). 

Calcutta, of England. 
b. r823 , cl. 189r. 
111. Jane Duva l. 

I 
I I 

Alex. Dm·al. :,Iarie Antoinette, b. 1862, 
m. Alex. 1\:Ia11sfield Forbes , b. 1858, 
d . 1887, descended by both parents 

[rom t he family of Craigie,·ar ;tnd Thainston 
I (see below). 

I 
Jane, 111. 

J.B. Ball<!n . 

'------,--------,-
! I I 

Duncan Alexander , :\fansfield Duval , ;\'llwri 
b. r8 S1:i . b. 1889, l\farg,1ret, 

d. r936. b. cS9 1. 

1 A grand-daughter of the Re,·. P atrick, i\laria Antoinette Forbes, married a cousin 
whose four great-grandfathers were all Forbescs. 

Sir \Vi ll iam , 5th Bait. James, D 1111 c·tn For bes S ir Wi lli am, 

, / . , or5ga~~~~:ar. of Crairevar. 18th Lolrd Forbes. 

Sir John, 7th Bart.--rn. Hon 'harlottc A lcxander Forbcs,--m. J a net 
rne rch:mt in Chim1. Forbc~. of Craigievar. Forbes. 

I 
Sarah Forbes, b. 

I 
r8'.!7, ti. r801 - --D11 ncan Forbes, b. 1Sr5 , d. 1S9.1, 

I 
The ir eldest son , 

.Alexander Mansfield l:orbes, 
b. l 5c , ri. 1887 . 

1H. :,[arie \n toincttc Forbes, 
above. 
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LETHE NTY. 

J. }Ir. Duncan Forbes of Lethenty, four t h son o[ t he r st Laird of Monymusk, 
married Marga ret, daughte r of Gt:orgc J ohn:;ton o f Caskiebcn , a nd widow of 
Alexander Skene of Skene, son of the I:!lh and fatbcr of the 13th Lai_rd, and 
had two sons : John, his heir; and Duncan, o.s.p.; a nd one dau ghter, Isabel, 
who married Arthur Forbes, 8 th La ird of Brux. 

II. John, sometime of Lcthent1,, an d afterwards of Balnagask, m a.LTied, in 
r7r4, Marjory, daughter of James Ferguson, Burgess of Aberdeen, and had t hree 
sons and fo ur daughters: Captain Patrick, (J.s .p .; J ohn a nd D uncan ; Agnes, 
ma rried Alexander Forbes of Easter Migvi<;; Marjory, marr i<;d l\fr . Adam 
B8 relay, minister of Towie; Barbara and J can. 

FORI3ES OF LESLIE. 

John Forbes of Leslie, t hird son of WiUiam Fo rbes of Monymusk, 
acquired the lands of Leslie from the old family of that name which had been 
in posse sion for seven generations. George Leslie, the last Laird, was the 
son of P:1bick Leslie and Sarah I(eith ; he succeeded his elder brother, J ohn , 
the 7th Laird, in 1608. 

The Lcwms Lcslacn 11a (1692) thus refers to l!im: 

" This George was the las t Baron Les lie of that surnam e, who dying left t he 
e tate greatly b urdened with debt, though it was pretty well loaded before he 
came to it. W hence it happens that J obn Forbes , called o( Enzean, 31·cl son of 
:}Ionyrnu sk, marrying t he widow and d ischarging the deb ts lying upon the 
estate, the barony of L es1ie was settled in the Porbes family for ever." 

The family, however, lasted only for three generations, as the 4th Laird 
sold them to lhe Leiths, \,·hence they descended to the family of Leith-Hay. 

According to the K irk Session Records, the first Llird of Leslie was a 
st1ict Sabbatarian, for in 1639 he 

·· :;upplicated the Session to ratify the Acts of the General Assembly of t he 
Church of Scotland and prohibit salmoncl fish ing on t he Sabbath." 

As might be expected, he was also an arden l Covenanter , and as such 
always at feucl v,ith the Lai.rel of lfaclclo ancl with the Marquis ol H untly, 
who on one occasion p lu ndered his girnals. He a lso joined Argyll at 
Dmmoltar in April, 164-J, and the next year his lands \vere h arried by 
l\fontrose, in consequence of which he represented himself as one of " tl 1e 

ppre sed Covenant ·rs" when he met Genernl Baillie at Brechin. 
His only chi ld by the widowed l\[rs. Les lie, (who was Anne, daughter of 

Patrick, 1st Lord Linclor<'s), \\'as-
I. \V illia.m , hi · heir. He nmrri cl, secondly, Margaret , daughter of 

Alexand er Skene of Skene, and by her had John of Ba!Hu ig (sec nex t page) ; 
Alexander of Auquhorthies; and Margaret, married (r) Turing of Foveran, 
ancl (2) Sir William Ogilvi e of Barras in t he Mearns, a family famous in 
connection with the sa,·ing of the" Honours of Scotland" from Dunnottar .1 

1 " .Alexander Forbes, sou of J oh n , 1st Forbes Laird of Leslie, was declarccl fug it ive 
in 1669 for tile s laughter of Irvine o f 1-;:ingcansie." (Co1 111 cil R ecords of .•l berd~e11.) This 
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THE J-/Ql.;SE OF FORBES 

II. Wil liam. F orbes, 2nd Laird, rebui lt tile old castle, as appear · by an 
inscription on the walls ,vith his own coat of arm· and the date, June qth, 
1661. He was serve l heir to his father in 1663, but John, the 1st Laird, 
h,,cl already been dead some time. Th.is v\li ll ia.rn Forbes w:1s the man wl~o 
continued lhe 111:story of Ilic Forbeses (begun by Matthew Lumsden) cl0\111 to 
the year 1667. He was notable also as h,1ving carried the banner of the 
house of fo'orhe5 at the funeral of Montrose in 1661. In 1602 he presented 
a supplication to the P1ivy Council praying remittance of a fine, since he 
was "a tencler and valeluclinary man" and unable, in the short time 
allowed him, to report correctly the losses he had su ffered from thdts 
committed against lrirnself n nd his tenant·. 

He married J,met Sutherl and , sisler of Lord Duffus, and had John, his 
heir ; Davicl, who succeeded J ohn ; and J ean, mrtrriecl Lo Meldrum of Hatton. 

III. Jolm, 3rd Laird of Leslie, married Helen, Jaughter of Sir William 
Scott of Arclross, and had six daughters, but no surviving son: Margaret, 
married Arclubalcl Forbes of Putacbi.e (see p. zrr) ; Christian, maiTiecl 
_'\lexander Skene of Dyce; J anet, married Alexander P,tton of E.inaldie; 
Anna, married \Valler Leslie of Colpn;1y; LiJias and Barbara, unmarried. 

John Forbes, 3rd of Les1ie, appealed to 1.he Privy Council, Edinburgh, 
August 19th, 16S4, haYing been !in cl by the Laird of Kinmundie, sheriff 
depute of Aberdeen, 

" for alleged irregularities, (and particularly for his ladys withdrawing from ther 
oune paroch kirk) in the s011m, of twentie two thousa.nd three hundred and 
twenty punds Scots money. The accusation was true but he shLtcd that it' d id 
not proceed from any disaffectione to the present established government in 
church and state, but out o'f a dislyke against i\'.Taster Alexander i\fowat, the 
minister, who was put in contrair to John Forbes inclinatione, lie being patrone.' 
He and bis lady ahniys ' frequented the nearest churches of the orthodox and 
regnlar clergy.' They were discharcred and the fine remitted." (Privy Counc il.) 

IV . The 4th Laird of Leslie, who was in possession when the I:>oll-book 
of 1696 was compiled, was David, younger brother of the 3rd. He matTiecl 
Margaret Farquharson of Invercau1d, and had five sons: Vi/illiam, John, 
James, Alexander and Kenneth; and four daughters: Janet, J ean, 
i\'Iargaret and J\nne. It was he who sold the lands to the family of Leith. 

THE SECOND F,\:lllLY OF Forums IN B:,LFLUIG. (DISTIKCT FROM TIL\T OF 

CORS!Nl)AE.) 

I. John Forbes, second son of John Forbes, 1st Laird of Leslie, married 
(r) Anne, daughter of A lexander Forbes of Boyndlie, by whom he had John , 

coul<.l not have been Alexander of Auquh01thies , arn l therefore Spal ling was no doubt 
righ t when be wrote that it was a 11alctral son, called ci thcr Alexander or v\Tilliam Forbes, 
who mur<.lered John Irving oI Kincausie in 166.1, and subsequently shot olI his own 
hand by an acciclc:nt. In recounting Lhis, the chronicler adds, piously," Behold the Lord." 
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DESCEND A N 1· S OF YO UNG E l? SONS 

his heir: James, Arthur, R ober t , Patrick, Joseph, William and E li zabeth . 
He died about 1700. 

II . John, 2nd of B.dllu ig, married Mary Ogil vie, daughter of George, 
2nd Lord Banff, by whom he had George, his heir; Alexander, J ohn , Anne, 
Kathe1ine. Mary, married Jmnes Gordon, minister ,Lt Alforcl,1 and Isobel. 
J ohn died about 1730. His second son, Alexander, was one of the Aber-

eenshirc Jacobites of I715 taken prisoner by Colonel Cath a rt at 
D unfe rmline. He was tried at Carlisle, but was eventua lly liberated on 
account of his youth. 

III. George, married Jea1 1, daughter o[ Alexander Skene of Skene, and 
had John, hi ;; heir; and Mary, who married her cousin, George Skene o[ 
Skene, and had five sons, two of whom were the last lairds of Skene ; and 
two daughters , :Mary, married the 3rd Lord Fif ,2 and S,Lrah . He cl iccl 
about 1741, and was succeeded by his son-

IV. John, last laird of Ba ltluig, who sold the estate in 1753 to f'ranci s 
Farquharson of H aughton, and went to live at Pntterclarn, where he tl iecl 
nnrnarried. 

AqcJIOR'fl!lES. 

I. Alex;~ncler, ll1ircl son of the rst 1-::iird of Leslie, maniecl Ann ,L, d:rngl1Ler 
of William Seton of l\founie, and had six sons ancl one daughter : I. J oh n, 
his heir; 2 . Alexander of Blackford (sec below) . 3. George, married Mar 0 -aret 
Skene. 4- Samuel, a 111.D. in Aberdeen, married Jan et Gerard, and died, 
1744. 5. Timoth:--', a merchant in Irelancl, married Sarah Sparrow , and liad 
issue. 6. James, a.lso went to Ireland; he married Catharin e, daughter of 
Robert Barclay of uric, ~ll1d died in 1735 ; ttncl Barbara. He died in 16Kr. 

II. John, 2nd of Aquhorthie: and Lcchenty , ma.rriecl, in r653, Barbara, 
daughter of Alex;rnder Skene of Dyce, b:-• whom he h ad one daughter, 
Margaret, married Sk ne of Skene, and brough t to that family thee ·tate of 
Letlicnly. 

B L.-\Oi:FO JU). 

I. Alexander Forb s, second son of A 1uhorLhies, ma,rriccl, in 1702, Helen, 
daughter of Alexander Gcllie of Blacldorcl, and purchased Lh e l.,ttcer 's cslctte. 
H e died in 1703, and was succeeded by his son-

1 This is the lady to whom there is the charming memorial on the gable of a\lfortl 
I-'arisll Church (formerly within the church) : 

" \.Vi thin t his isle, inicnctl behind these stones 
Lye pious, wise, good 1\ la ry Forbe:; ' bones 
Ba.lfluig's daughte r and of blnmclcss life 
To ?.Ir. Gordon, Pastor, here the wife . 

Exp'iravit Act swv ,10 

April 27 A.D . 1728 " (sec illu~traiion, page 4 76). 
2 Bringing tbc Skene property into the .family of the Earls of Fife, by whom it was 

~old to t he late John H amil ton. 
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THE HOUSE OF FORBES 

JI. Alexander, who was served heir lo bis father in r724- He married, 
in 1727, :Mary Askew, an English lacly, by whom he had one son, 
Alexander. In r722 he built the house of Batlenscoth, and died in r750. 

III. Alexander, 3rd of Blackford, married, in r754, C:rtherine Gordon of 
Badenscoth, and hacl Alexander and John, who both succeeded him, and 
three daughte rs : tl'Iary, married Peter Gordon, nth of Abergelcl ic, son of 
Charles Gordon, the unwilling Jacobite of 1715, :incl of Rachel, daughter of 
the 8th Laird, and last of the old stock. Elizabeth and Grace both died 
unmarried. 

IV. Alexander, lhe .1th Laird, cliecl unmarried, and was succeeded by bis 
brother-

\'. John, born I75S, married Anna i\fargaretta (cb .ughter of John Gregory , 
:VI.D., and his wife, ElizrLbeth, daughter of the Ltth Lord Forbes)-they had 
seven sons and one daughte r. I. Alexander, who succeeded. 2 . J ohn of 
the Bombay Engineers, clied unmarried, 1803. 3. James Keith , Capt., 
I-LE.I. Cos.S., married, 1817 , :Marion, daughter of James Brown , and had: 
James Keith, roth Bengal .>Iative Infant ry , died in Lucknow, 1839; and 
John Gregory, surgeon in London, married H arriet McIntyre . He mrnried, 
secondly, Margaret Duncan of Aberdeen, and died in London, rS,vz. 4. 
Charles, Colonel, died unmarried, 1843. 5. Andrew, Capt., R.N., died 
unmarried, 1847. 6. William Nairne, Lieut.-Col., Bengal Engineers , married 
'."arah Greenhtw, and had J ohn Greenlaw and Sarah. 7. J onathan, born 
1798, afterwards Colonel Jonathan Forbes Leslie, 78th Regiment, who 
entered the a rmy at 15, and served until 1847. He was in the Walcheren 
Expeclition and in Flanders up to 1815, also in Ceylon and Scinde. He 
married, in 1825, i\Iargaret, daughter of J ohn Urquhart of Craigston, by 
whom he had issue two daughters: Isabella, born 1827, married, 1845, 
James Crawford of Rothienorman, Cq)t., Bombay Engineers; Anna 
Margaretta, born 1828, married, 184S, Alexander Irvine of Drum. (Sec 
pagL• 472.) 

John Forbes, 5th of Black.ford, h,tcl one daughter, Mary Elizabeth, who 
m~rried William }loir of Park. He died in r840, m1d ,vas succeeded by his 
eldest son-

VI. Alex,rnder, 6th of Blackford, born 1786, married l\fargaret, 
daughter of Charles Bannerman, and had issue : Alexander, 61st Regiment, 
died unmarried ; J ohn, l\:fa.ry and Anne, died young; Marga.rel, married, 
18.13, J ohn Leith, Admiral of the Fleet, son of General Alex,L11der Leith-Hay 
o:f Rannes and Leithhall, whence Lord Leith o[ Fyvie. 

Alexander married, secondly, Elizabeth, daughter of General Leith-Ha:-·, 
siste r to hi s son-in-law, but had no further issue. He died October 28th, 
rS5r. 

!\ concise tab le o[ lhesc cadet families is added. 



FAMILY TREE 

No. 7 

LESLIE , BALFLUIG , AUQUHORTHIES, AND BLACKFORD 



I . 
John, 3rd of Leslie. 

------' 
I 

I 
William, 2nd of Leslie, 
m. Janet Sutherland. 

I 
I 

David,m. 
M. Farquharson. 

Sold Leslie. 
I 

I 

I 
Jean."'· 
Meldrum. 

I 

No. 7. LKsux, BALl'LUIG, Auguuoamu,;s, AND B1..,c1tlORD. 

John of 'sauiuig, 
m. Anne Forbes of Boyndlie. 

I 
I 

John, and 
m. Mary 
Ogilvie. 

I 

I 
6 others, 

John Forbes, 1st of Leslie, 
ffl. Anne Leslie. 

and Margaret Skene. 

I 
John of Letbenty, 
m. Barbara Skene. 

I 

I 

I 
I. Alexander, b. 1657, 

m. Helen Gellie 
of Blackford. 

I 

I 
Alexander of Auquhorthles, 
m. Anne Seton of Mounle. 

A son, h. 1666, 
m. Margaret Skene. 

I 
I 

Samuel, M.D., 
1667-172,t. 

I 
Timothy, 1670-1763, 
m. Sarah Sparrow 

in Ireland. 

6 daughters, 
M~t, m. Forbes. 
Christian, "'· Skene. 

I 
John. 

I 
James. Alex. Kenneth. George, 

m. Jean 
Skene. 

I 
Mary, 

m. Skeno 
of Skene. 

Margaret, m. 1. Skene 
of Dyce, and 2. 
Duncan Forbes. 

II. Alexander, b. 1703, 
d. 1750, m. 

Janet, m. Paton. 
Anna, "'· Leslie. 

Lllias, unm. 
Barbara, 11nm. 

I 
John. 

Sold Ba!Jluig. 

I 
I I 

George, Mary, m. 
last of Alex., 3rd. 
Skene. Lord Fife. 

General l. Duff. 

,__ ___ I 
I . 

James, 5th Lord Fife. 

Alex .• Duke ol Fife. 

.1 
H.R.H. Princess Arthur 

of Connaught. 

Earl of !!acduff. 

I 
John, 
o.s.p. 

I 
Alexander, 

o.s.p. 

Mary Askew. 

I 
III. Ale:llllder, m. 

Catherine Gordon of Badenscoth. 
I 

I I 
IV. Alex., o.s.p. 

1784. 
V. John, 1758-1840, 

m. Ann Gregory. 

I 
VI. A!eX'1Ilder, 
1784-1851, m. I. 
M. Bannerman : 

and 2. E. Leith-Hay. 
I 

I 
John, o.s.p. 

18o3. 

I 
Mary, m. Gordon 

of Abergeldie. 

I 
}a.mes, 

1790-1842, "'· 
Marion Brown. 

I 
Charles, Col., 
o.s.p. 1843. 

Mary, 
d.y. 

I 
Margaret, Anne, 

m. Ad. Leith, d.y. 

I 
James, m. H. McIntyre. 

Lord LeJ of Fyvie. 

I 
Andrew, 

• .•. p. 1847. 
w.rual... "'· 
S.Ginlaw. 

Jol:7,ah 

ReJ.aid, 
tl. 1916. 

I 
James, 167,-1735, 

m. Catherine 
Barclay of Urie. 

I Jonathan, 
1877,m. 

Marg. Urquhllft 
of Craigston. 

I 
I 

Isabella, 
m. Col. Ctawford 
of Rothienorman. 

I 
Norman Crawford, 

Present laird, 
m. H. G. Rhodes. 

I 
Barbara, . 

1674-1746. 

I 
Mary, m.Wm. 
Moir of Park. 

I 
Anna Marg., 

m. Alex. Irvine 
of Drum. 

I 
Alex. Irvine. 

[Al pag, 3,4. 




